
8 March 2019: Term 4: Week 2 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

 
I regularly receive positive communication from members 
of our community commending our students for their 
impressive conduct.  Generally, they are outstanding 
ambassadors for the school and set an excellent example for younger 
children.  Last week, however, I was concerned to receive an e-mail from 
a member of the public raising a concern regarding some of our 
students’ lack of consideration to other pedestrians and potentially 
dangerous behaviour on the road.  We have staff on duty at the end of 
the school day to ensure that students are seen safely on their way 
home and that they are behaving sensibly.  We will follow up with 
students who fail to meet our expectations.  The support we receive 
from parents and carers in keeping our children safe and maintaining 
high standards of behaviour is really appreciated. 

At Seaford Head School we are extremely fortunate to receive excellent 
support, from a wide range of organisations, that really enhance and 
enrich our students’ education.  Seaford Rotary Club has provided 
excellent support for the school for many years.  They help students on 
Steyne Site to develop their literacy and numeracy skills; they regularly 
raise funds for causes associated with the school; they work with 
groups, such as the World Challenge students; they support a wide 
range of school events and organise a variety of competitions for our 
students participation.  Over the past couple of weeks, Steven Willox [the 
President] and Paul Vaesan [the Chair of Youth Services] have been in 
school to award certificates and prizes in assemblies to students 
involved in the Seaford Photography Competition.  Olivia Naylor, Billy 
Funnell, Alice Granea, Rose Millington, Amber Robinson and Emma 
Vitelli were all presented with certificates.  I had the privilege of seeing 
the photographs for the competition, entered by our students, which 
were of an extremely high standard.  Well done to all the students 
involved and a big thank you to Seaford Rotary Club for giving them 
these opportunities. 

Another organisation that gives the school excellent support is the Youth 
Counselling Project.  This Seaford-based charity provides funding for 
counsellors to work at the school to support our students.  The recent 
BBC news coverage perfectly illustrated the positive impact which their 
input is having on our students.  This term YCP are looking to start work 
with the four Seaford Primary Schools, so that children, of all ages from 
across the town, will benefit from the excellent support that they provide.  

Headteacher’s Star of the Week:  

Alice Granea:  Churchill House - Positive Contribution Key 

I was very keen to make one of our talented 
photographers the Headteacher’s Star this week.  Mr 
Purdey had no hesitation in recommending Alice 
Granea, who deservedly secured first prize in her age 
group.  Since joining the school, she has impressed 
everyone with her conscientious approach in class and 
her positive attitude to school life.  She is typical of many 

Year 8 students who can approach the start of their GCSE course 
confident in the knowledge that everything is in place for them to be 
really successful.  She has developed an excellent record of attendance 
and punctuality, her behaviour is exemplary and she is an enthusiastic 
learner who is keen to acquire new skills and knowledge.  Alice should 
feel very proud of her success and can look forward to many more 
achievements in the future. 

Year 

Group 
Name Reason 

Year 7   

Year 8 Sonny Griffiths For a cracking attitude in Maths! 

Year 9 The whole of 9x2 
For exceptional focus and work in 
English! 

Year 10 Ruby Male 
For displaying outstanding 
persistence within the French 

Year 11 Drew Breeds 
For going out of his way to help a 
member of staff on crutches. 

Director of Learning Stars of the Week  

Word of the Week: 
Key Stage 3 Word of the Week::  

Atrocious: extremely bad. 

Key Stage 4 Word of the Week:  

Epic, adjective: very imposing or impressive; surpassing the  

ordinary. 

Monday 11 March  

Rotary Club Seaford 

Young Writers 

Presentation 

Steyne Road Site  

6.00pm-7.00pm 

 

 

Wednesday 13 March 

 

Science Fair 

 

Parent Council 

Launch 

Steyne Road Site 

4.00pm-5.00pm 

 

Headteacher's’ office 

Arundel Road Site 

5.30pm 

Friday 15 March  Comic Relief  
Non Uniform for 

donation 

Diary Dates 



Year 7  

PCE 

Thursday  21 March 2019 Arundel Site:    
 4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 9 

PCE 

Thursday 2 May 2019 Arundel Site:         
 4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 13 

PCE 

Thursday 4 April 2019 S6H Centre:           
 4.30pm-6.00pm 

Mathematic's Feast! 
Last Wednesday, we were lucky to have mathematicians from the 
Advanced Mathematics Support Programme to deliver a 
Mathematics Feast for some of our Year 10 students.  This was a fun 
challenge which tested problem-solving and teamwork skills and each 
round required different skills and strategies for success.  The AMSP 
were extremely impressed with the resilience shown by all students 
who took part.  A big ‘well done’ to the overall winners: Jonathan 
Rollings, Sean Terry, Thomas Austin, Jayden Vincent and Ruby Male. 

 

Seaford Success with Electric Car 
Students from Seaford Head School have just experienced their first trip 
out on a professional race track with their ‘GreenPower’ electric car.  On 
a wet and windy Sunday, 4 March, the team took their racing car for its 
first outing to the Goodwood race track, where they were able to test 
their car and collect data for top speed, fastest lap and battery reliability.   

Mr Handy, Assistant Headteacher for STEM, (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) at Seaford Head School said, “I was so 
impressed with the students’ determination and teamwork at 
Goodwood and even the miserable weather didn’t put them off.  This 
project is a great opportunity for students and staff to work together with 
the wider community and we are grateful for the support from Phil 
Edwards at Weald Technology, who has been working with the team as 
part of the STEM Ambassador Scheme.  We also appreciate support 
from parents and our sponsors, Chavery’s Accountants and IB VOGT 
Solar. 

Out of fifty teams that were out on the track, The Seaford Head School 
team recorded the 16th fastest lap; quite an achievement for their first 
go, as some of the teams had been racing for years and many were in 
the 16-18 age group.  The Seaford Head School team will be back at 
Goodwood on 12 May for their first official race. 

 
PHOTO: Years 7 and 8 students: Toby Holmes-Ling, Ben Fuller, Harvey 
Jenkins and Ben Philipson. [Photo permission given]  
ABOUT GREENPOWER:  https://www.greenpower.co.uk 

Preparing for a school reunion celebration to remember! 

Governors and staff at Seaford Head School are hosting a party to 
celebrate the school’s 80th anniversary.  The ticketed event will be an 
opportunity for ex-students and staff to come together to remember the 
old school days, as well as to celebrate the success that the school has 
enjoyed in recent times, with the reopening of the Sixth Form and its 
outstanding Ofsted inspection judgment.  Bob Ellis, the school’s 
Headteacher, said, “We would love to see lots of ex-students and staff  
joining us, in order to catch up with former classmates and colleagues 
and share some happy memories, as well as contributing to our vision 
for the school in the future.  As the only secondary school in the town, 
we enjoy a privileged position in the local community and look forward 
to welcoming friends into the school, both from the past and present.” 

The 80th Anniversary Celebration party will be held at Seaford Head 
School, Arundel Road, Seaford on Friday 26 April at 7.00pm.  Tickets will 
cost £5 and include a buffet and first drink free.  There will be a bar, live 
music and the chance to look back at some old photos and 
memorabilia from the school’s history.  Some ex-students have already 
agreed to run the cocktail bar and will be serving up special cocktails, 
including the ‘Seaford Breeze’ and the ‘Seaford Head Banger’!   

Tickets can be purchased now from the school reception on both the 
Arundel Road and Steyne Road sites. They will also be available, with a 
small booking fee, on-line at http://www.wegottickets.com/
event/464162 

The school will be using the event to launch its new Alumni Network, in 
collaboration with ‘Future First’: an organisation that aims to have all 
state schools using their alumni to inspire future generations of 
students.  Rob Handy, Assistant Headteacher for Careers Education at 
Seaford Head School, said, “Research shows that over half the students 
– particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds – don’t know 
anybody in a job that they would like to do.  We know that students 
leave Seaford Head School to go off and do amazing things and we’d 
love our students to hear their stories and be inspired.”  Ex-students, 
staff and friends of the school are invited to become alumni members 
and keep in touch with the school.   

If you would like to join the alumni and become an ‘Old Seafordian’ you 
can sign up at 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/seafordhead . 

  

 

 
 
 

Parents/Carers Consultation Evenings 2018-2019 

https://www.greenpower.co.uk
http://www.wegottickets.com/event/464162
http://www.wegottickets.com/event/464162
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/seafordhead


Year Group Attendance Weeks 1-21: 4 September—1 March 2019  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

96.6% 96.0% 94.9% 95.1`% 95.0% 93.8% 94.5% 

95.5% Overall Average Year 7-11 

Attendance   
Our Attendance Target for Years 7 to 11 has been set at 97%. 

Teachers and members of the support staff work hard to encourage 
students and their families to achieve the 97% target and we reward 
students for 100% attendance on a weekly and termly basis.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Absence Line  

If your child is absent, please ensure that you phone the absence line 

on 01323-872728 by 9.00am, as this will avoid receiving an 

unnecessary call from our Absence Officer. 

House  Points  

Churchill House 12618 

Mandela House 13248 

Nightingale House 13561 

Rowling House 12380 

S6H Stars 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

13 Asha Marshall 
For very good attention to detail 
(Chemistry) 

13 Toby Bliss For a great attitude (Chemistry)  

13 Annabel Wills 
For always completing work to a 
high standard and handing it in 
as required (Physics) 

13 George Boxall 

For a tenacious oral mock with          
convincing argument against 
mean examiner / contradictor 
that defended Nazi France was 
not that bad! (French) 

13 Eliza Spurr 
For her recent photo shoot 
(Photography) 

13 Jasmine Finch 
For her continued hard work and 
application  (Art) 

13 Ollie Funnell 
For his work on Geography case 
studies and his organisation  

12 Luke Barden 
For making good progress  
(Chemistry) 

12 Max Leonard 
Good resilience, refusing to be 
left behind (Chemistry) 

12 
Harvey Dickins & 
Abbie Webb 

Fantastic photographs for 
connections and links  
(Photography) 

12 
Ross Bower & Talia 
Nash 

For their impressive ‘now and 
then’ photos (Photography) 

12 Essentialyn Costales 
For her continued hard work and 
application (Art) 

12 Paul Gyaltshen 
For consistently asking engaging 
questions  (Psychology)  

National Apprenticeships Week 2019 
 
As part of National Apprenticeship Week, Apprenticeships in Sussex, in 
partnership with East Sussex County Council, are running 
apprenticeship roadshows. 

Come and find out more about traineeships, apprenticeships, higher 
apprenticeship and degree apprenticeships by meeting local 
employers, training providers and current apprentices. Everyone is 
welcome and it's free, book below.  

Event details: 
5.00pm   Doors open 
5.00pm - 7.00pm Marketplace 
5.30pm - 6.00pm Traineeship and Apprenticeships panel discussion 
6.30pm - 7.00pm Higher and Degree Apprenticeships panel discussion 
7.00pm   Close 

Eastbourne Town Hall 
Tuesday 5 March, 5-7pm  -  book your place now 
Pop-ups around the County 

In addition there will be pop-up apprenticeship stands in the following 
locations:  

4th March 12pm-3pm: Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove 
5th March 10am-1pm: Uckfield Tesco 
7th March 10am-1pm: Heathfield Sainsbury's 

To celebrate World Book 
Day our students took part 

in various tutor group 
quizzes 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprenticeship-roadshow-eastbourne-town-hall-tickets-53140781508
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Crowborough+Community+Centre/@51.0586906,0.1562123,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x47df5ce12e48299d:0xfb6f2fa439268970!2sCrowborough+TN6+1FE!3b1!8m2!3d51.0586906!4d0.158401!3m4!1s0x47df5ce0d0967435:0xd8caaee6e223f4c5!8m2!3d51.0586
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tesco+Superstore/@50.9695978,0.0902896,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x47df66d55d4f3b6d:0x629804c75ddc9153!2sUckfield+TN22+1BA!3b1!8m2!3d50.9695978!4d0.0924783!3m4!1s0x47df66d55d6b683d:0xfb8003f66ad6b4d0!8m2!3d50.9707076!4d0.09439
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sainsbury's/@50.9708313,0.2488699,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x47df69a07d983ef9:0x751c655db2796f3d!2sStation+Rd,+Heathfield+TN21+8LD!3b1!8m2!3d50.9708313!4d0.2510586!3m4!1s0x47df69a07f8db80f:0x8af75c6f457ccff5!8m2!3d50.9701996!


 
Secure within Seaford Head School’s site is a private place called The 
Hub.  There, students with problems can go, confident in the knowledge 
that there will always be a listening ear to hear their concerns. 
 
However, listening isn’t always enough and that’s where The Youth 
Counselling Project comes in.  Two years ago, the Director of Public 
Health in East Sussex reported that 11% of boys and 8% of girls, aged 
between 5 and 16 years, had a clinically significant mental health 
problem.  What was more, 50% of lifetime cases of diagnosable mental 
illness began by the age of 14.  Nontheless, said the Director, early 
intervention could avoid or alleviate the problem. 
 
NHS statistics compiled last year show that: 
 
 Around 10% of young people are self-harming 
 

 Depression and anxiety among children and teenagers has 
increased by 70% in the past twenty-five years 

 

 The number of young people with eating disorders has 
doubled over the past six years  

 
Three years ago Jeremy Hunt, then Secretary of State for Health, 
recognised that “children’s mental health services are possibly the 
biggest weakness in NHS provision… letting down too many families 
and not intervening early enough when there is a curable mental health 
condition, which we can do something about when a child is 8 or 9 
years of age.” 
 
So how could we not step in and try to do something for the mental 
health of our own young people?   
 
With consultancy help from a local therapist and the agreement of 
Headteacher, Bob Ellis, to run a pilot project at your school, The Youth 
Counselling Project was conceived and born.  Administered by a small 
team of volunteer Trustees and run by a small management team, also 
volunteers, we employ fully-qualified and specially trained counsellors 
to deliver our service within the schools of Seaford.  They work closely 
with school liaison staff, headed by Sam Whittaker, to identify students 
who might benefit from our support. 
 
After April, the project is targeted to include all four of Seaford’s primary 
schools, with a total of fifteen referrals.  This means that forty-five 
students at Seaford Head School and fifteen from the primaries, totalling 
sixty, should now be able to receive counselling in any one year. 
 
Up to now we have been funding around forty-five students per year, 
each of whom receives ten sessions with a counsellor, but we need to 
provide more places.  The students’ progress is reviewed and the school 
monitors their behaviour, attendance and attainment.  To ascertain the 
effectiveness of their therapy sessions, at the beginning and end, the 
students and the counsellor fill out an assessment form. 
 
Of course all this costs money, more than £400 for each student, and 
there are currently more young people needing our help than we have 
money to provide for it.  Not only is it crucial that every set of sessions 
can be completed, but we need more provision so that no student has 
to wait for help.  As the Secretary of State recognised, the quicker it is 
given, the more effective the result. 

We were fortunate to receive some money from public benefactors, 
including the National Lottery and the Co-op, but much of the funding 
to pay for counselling comes from local people and that’s where 
parents come in.  We have regular events during the year, ranging 
from fashion shows to quizzes, concerts to parties – see www.tycp.org 
for events, dates and times – and would love it if you could hold a 
small event for The Youth Counselling Project.  Interested?  Then 
contact Rosalind on 01323 890323, email cliveandros@hotmail.com or 
download from our website a fund-raising pack that is full of ideas.  

 
You’ll know that Archway Choir is putting on a concert for the Project 
at the school on Sunday 28 April, and its leader, Jane Reeves, is also 
raising money for us at her Pink Floyd gig at St Leonards Church on 
Friday 12 April.  She will be in jazz voice at our summer party on 16 
June at Florence House.  Other generous people in town include 
hairdresser, Sassy, who accepted donations for the Project instead of 
fees for a day and Karen Hall, who runs yoga sessions on Friday 
evenings at Seaford Osteopathic Clinic, for donations. 

 
   Together we will help to make the young people of Seaford happy,             
mentally healthy and successful. 

 
 

The Youth Counselling 
Project 

www.tycp.org 
 
 
 

http://www.tycp.org
mailto:cliveandros@hotmail.com




 


