
Understanding 

Progress in English 

Session Objective: to present how 

we measure students’ progress 



Course Content 
 Term 1 & 2 – Extended Prose Unit: Fiction and Non-fiction  

(Yr7: Private Peaceful, Yr8: Stone Cold) 

 

 Term 3 & 4 – Extended Theme Unit on Relationships: 

incorporating creative writing, poetry, non-fiction, to develop 

reading and writing skills   (yr8: Journey and Place) 

 

 Term 5 & 6 – Extended Theme Unit on Nature and the 

Environment: incorporating creative writing, poetry, non-

fiction, to develop reading and writing skills. (yr8: Heroes and 

Villains) 



The new KS3 Curriculum 

To prepare for new KS4 curric: 

 Greater focus on Literature-

based learning 

 Greater emphasis on planning, 

drafting, editing and 

proofreading writing. 

 GRAMMAR and VOCABULARY 

focus 

The curriculum is met 

across our units: 

• Term 1 & 2 – 

Extended Prose Unit 

• Term 3 & 4 – 

Extended Theme 

Unit on Relationships 

• Term 5 & 6 – 

Extended Theme 

Unit on Nature and 

the Environment 



Mixed Ability 
 This will be the fifth year in which we have 

taught in mixed ability classes across Yr 7, 
and the fourth across Yr 8. It is the first 
year of teaching it through to Yr11. 

 As a result of mixed ability classes, the last 
few years have been highly successful in 
terms of progress and we have seen a great 
improvement in behaviour  

 Extra intervention for strongest and 
weakest students is provided across both 
years 

 



The New Levels  (two years on) 
To (roughly) work out your child’s new level, take off 

one level! 

 

For example: 

 Old APP level 5 (GCSE C) is now grade 4.   

 Old APP level 6 (GCSE C+/B-) is now grade 5. 

It sounds demotivating, but it is the same level by a 

different name. 

So, if you’re still baffled by what level your child is on 

or working towards, that is to be expected, but it’s 

not as complex as you might think. 



Summer 2017 exam results  

 Language: 9-5 is 59% and 9-4 is 77% 

 Literature:  9-5 is 63% and 9-4 is 83% 

 

 

 (Grade 5 = old high C) 

 



Making Progress 

 Use of KS2 data and baseline assessments at the 
start of the year from which to measure progress 
across units 

 

 Use of self-assessment and peer-assessment to 
foster students’ understanding of how to make 
progress 

 

 We measure progress across lessons, and 
conduct two of reading and writing skills formal 
assessments during and at the end of each unit 

 



Key Reading Skills 

 Inference and deduction 

 Using evidence to support points 

 Analysis of language and structure 

devices to convey writers’ meaning 

 Exploring effect on the reader 

 Understanding significance of context, 

purpose and audience 

 



Key Writing Skills 
 Writing for particular purpose, audience and text-

type 

 Organisation of texts, including paragraphing, topic 

sentences for cohesion 

 Varying sentences and accuracy of punctuation 

 Vocabulary and spelling (SPaG) 

 

 



Although no longer formally assessed, 

students will develop skills in: 

 

 Talking to others 

 Talking with others 

 Talk within role-play and drama 

 Talking about talk 

Speaking and Listening 



Homework  
 Weekly 

 The main homework is based on your child’s independent 

reading.  There is one lesson a week devoted to 

independent reading and tasks to do in class based on it.  

There is a separate task sheet for homework, which offers 

many different responses to the reading of a book.  This 

sheet should be kept at home, and your child will be 

expected to choose a task each week for homework.  It 

should take about 30 minutes.   

 Sometimes there will be spellings OR research OR extended 

writing homework to support development of literacy skills 

 Published on FROG – all students have access 

 Check planners! 



What can you do? 
 Support with homework 

 Encourage your child to READ!!!!  The most crucial 

and effective activity in developing English skills is 

reading. (It doesn’t need to be War and Peace!!) 

 Read your child’s written homework: for accuracy 

of punctuation, for clarity of meaning, for variety 

of vocabulary. 

 “Read this back to me” – Does it make sense? 


