
12 June 2020 Term 6: Week 2  

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
 
I hope that all our students made effective use of their 
consolidation week to ensure that all tasks were 
completed to the highest possible standard and key 
learning points were revisited. I am so excited about 
welcoming our Year 10s back into school on Monday 
and Tuesday of next week. The interviews that we are 
holding will enable us to create a personalized plan for 
every Year 10 student for the rest of the term and will help us to 
determine the precise balance between on - site provision and remote 
learning. I would like to thank our fantastic team of site staff and cleaners 
who have worked tirelessly to ensure that we are ready to open the 
Arundel Site as safely as possible; it really is gleaming. I sent out a 
detailed communication last week regarding our expectations of student 
conduct and outlining how we can work together to reduce the risk of 
transmission. 

Over the past couple of weeks, the amount of on – line lessons students 
are engaging with has increased exponentially. Initially, students 
appeared to be a little shy about participating in these lessons but it’s 
apparent that they are growing in confidence and now interacting with 
their teachers and peers. It’s great to hear such positive feedback from 
teachers about our students’ efforts and also parents and carers who 
have commented on how reassuring their children find this contact. Our 
Year 12s are working particularly hard and are busy preparing for their 
end of term exams (week beginning 6th July). I have been particularly 
impressed by this year group who are displaying the independent study 
skills that will ensure that they thrive in next summer’s exams. 

During this period of lockdown, we continue to encourage students to 
engage with our PSHE provision and broader global issues. Last week, 
members of the Youth Cabinet made a coronavirus health and well – 
being survey available to students across all year groups. This was an 
excellent way of exploring how coronavirus is affecting the lives of young 
people and what issues will emerge as lockdown restrictions are relaxed. 
This week our provision has focused on the Black Lives Matter movement 
that is making a stand against racism with protests across the globe. After 
the horrific death of George Floyd, a number of our students contacted me 
to ask how the school can respond to this issue. It is so important that our 
young people take the lead and set the tone for the type of society we 
are trying to create; Lola Miller from our 6th form shares her personal 
reflections in this newsletter. Although the images were horrific, George 
Floyd’s death does provide us with the opportunity to reiterate our values 
as a school community and restate our commitment to challenging 
racism and all other forms of discrimination. It is truly shocking that across 
the globe, so many individuals regularly encounter racism and continue to 
be denied access to equal opportunities. Dr Wallace has circulated a 
power point to all our students that will encourage them to reflect on this 
issue and help them to form a constructive and positive response for the 
school to take forward.   

 

 

Headteacher's Stars of the Week 
Abigail Wright, George Willsher, Ella White, Sophia Watts, Josie Wallis, 
Emma Vitelli, Jasmine Turner, Carla Tully, Poppy Tidey, Bella Scriven, 
Edward Saunders and Martijn Sandoval – Working hard key. 
 
In preparation for Monday’s interviews, I have been analysing data from 
the Year 10 subject teachers and it’s apparent that the majority of our 
students are engaging fantastically well in remote learning. I asked Ms 
Wild to identify the students who are going above and beyond in all their 
subjects and the list is extensive; I have only “scratched the surface” and 
there will be many more Year 10 stars recognized in the weeks ahead. It 
has been confirmed by the government that public examinations 
scheduled for the summer of 2021 will definitely go ahead and our Year 
10s are giving themselves a massive advantage over their peers in the 
rest of the country. They are also being fantastically well supported by our 
staff. 

Year Group Name For 

Year 7 To be confirmed  

Year 8 To be confirmed  

Year 9 Elena Basarabeanu For amazing Geography Work! 

Year 10 To be confirmed  
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House Update 

As you are all aware World Oceans Day took place yesterday. To celebrate 
this, we have been running a House Poem Competition. The results of the 
competition were as follows: 

1st Hayden Roberts (Rowling) 

2nd Lara Hauge (Nightingale) 

3rd Keira Barrett (Rowling) 

The winning entry: 

I thought about writing a limerick, 

A fancy tale of a clock and a mouse, 

Or a haiku full of bizarre descriptions, 

Such as a wolf dressed in a grandma’s blouse. 

But as I sat there, on that day, 

On that pale, sparkling beach, 

I screened around for further prospects, 

That always seemed to evade my reach 

I wanted to write of a glamorous view, 

Of a sheening array of colour 

Of a glittering horizon under the bluest sky, 

Of a swirling concoction of character. 

I wanted to write of a fearful fracture, 

Bubbling with the unknown. 

Of a soup of half-concealed, mysterious creatures, 

Of an unrelenting, guilty gravestone.  

I wanted to write of something deep and majestic, 

Of creatures who didn’t need air, 

Of mysteries concealed behind hanging veils, 

Which would reveal the animal’s lair. 

I wanted to write of something inspiring, 

With an ever-changing shape; never twice identical. 

Of an infinite mass; encompassing Earth, 

Of a nature so old; its creation unknowable 

Yes, I wanted to write of something older than humans, 

Of a time played out long ago. 

Of something that carries all of our ancestors, 

Within its long, ever-reaching flow. 

But, I could not think of what encompasses all 

Of these intricate, perplexing traits. 

And so taking a last, long look at my sparkling ocean, 

I went back to re-join my classmates. 

 

Mr. Gant who judged the competition stated this about the winning poem: 

“An interesting poem which highlights the complexities of the sea-is it 
glamorous? Is it something to be feared? This poem highlights both the 
beauty and dangers of the sea and plays it off as the writer’s confusion in 
defining what the sea is in a humorous manner” 

 

Well done to all of the entrants in this competition, there were some abso-
lutely fantastic ocean themed poems submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Art by Joshua Woodward 

Working from home superstars!  

Lilly Golota in Year 8. 
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English by Ben Fuller  

 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.” – Nelson Mandela 

Racism is not just an American problem. It is a global and British issue 
too. There are Black Lives Matter protests happening around the 
world, following outrage at the murders of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and Tony McDade in the US. While we can look at instances of 
systemic racism in USA and condemn it, we need to be informed of 
racism globally. There is considerable violence, prejudice and inequal-
ity against BAME communities happening in this country. Black peo-
ple are 7 times more likely to be stopped and searched in the UK than 
white people (GOV.UK). We must understand the Windrush Scandal, 
remember the deaths of Mark Duggan, Sarah Reed, Sean Riggs, Belly 
Mujinga and hundreds more that were subject to racism in the UK. 
People are still facing discrimination, stereotyping and inequality just 
for the colour of their skin globally. 
 

We can make a positive response as a community to help to address 
this issue. Change the way that you think. Use your voice and chal-
lenge racist remarks. Educate yourself, your friends and family. 
(Read: The new Jim Crow, I’m still here, Noughts and Crosses) 
(Watch: The Hate You Give, Malcom X, The Long Walk to Freedom, 
Sitting in Limbo). Understand history. Get involved. Sign petitions. 
Donate with money (blacklivesmatter.org and other organisations). 
Donate without money – watch Youtube videos where the Ad reve-
nue is being donated. Amplify black voices and respect black culture. 
Support local black owned businesses (Moyos Burgers, Binta’s Kitch-
en in Brighton and many more). Recognise your white privilege. Don’t 
remain silent and don’t forget it is not over when you stop seeing it 
on the trending page.  

By Lola Miller  

 

Managing the impacts of climate change  



 

 

 


