
23 October 2020 Term 1 Week 6  

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

A huge well done to every member of our community 
who has contributed to the effective running of the 
school this term; it has been a real team effort.  The 
students who have been in school regularly for the last 
six weeks have done amazingly well and have quickly 
adapted to the new routines in their learning zones. 
Last week I mentioned the great work that Andrew 
Wright and AYP are carrying out in supporting families 
who have found lockdown more challenging and might be struggling 
with the return to school routines.  A link to their website can be found 
here https://www.actionyourpotential.org/ 

 

I would particularly like to thank parents and carers for their support this 
term.  You have questioned, encouraged and challenged us at every step 
of the way to ensure that our provision is as safe as possible.  It can be 
difficult for people outside of education to keep abreast of the ever-
changing guidelines and the most recent guidance from the government 
can be found here COVID-19 in educational settings for staff, parents and 
carers, pupils and students 

 

On Tuesday I had the good fortune to attend a Youth Forum Meeting at 
the Mercread Centre.  This group of young people, who are fantastically 
led by Roger Daw, are such a positive force in the Seaford community.  A 
wide range of issues were discussed at the meeting and I was 
particularly interested in their views about the removal of tutor time, a 
move that was made to reduce activity around the school and lower the 
risk of coronavirus transmission.  The students had a clear view of what 
could be included in these lessons and how they would benefit from 
having longer sessions with their tutors.   We discussed their work in the 
Seaford community and their ‘Use It or Lose It’ campaign which will be 
launched with the four Seaford Primary schools to encourage the Seaford 
community to support local businesses.  This is a great scheme that 
should have a huge impact in the run up to Christmas.  The Youth Forum 
will also be exploring how they can align their community work with the 
projects, led by our Student Council and house leaders. 

 

On Wednesday evening we held our termly Parent Council Meeting on 
zoom.  This meeting was focused on the environment and I would like to 
thank Claire Summers, from Plastic Free Seaford, for leading these 
discussions.  This is a great group which helps to strengthen the home–
school partnership and ensure that we are all pulling in the same 
direction.  Notes from the meeting, along with future agenda items, will be 
circulated with our next weekly newsletter. 

 

Next week’s break will provide our students with the opportunity to rest 
and start to prepare for the assessments they will sit in term 2.  I have 
been really impressed with the way in which our Years 11 and 13 are 

preparing for these examinations.  The biggest challenge for school staff 
is to ensure that our students are not putting themselves under too much 
pressure.  In addition to their conscientious approach to their studies, I 
have been so impressed with the kindness that they show to each other.  
I will continue to remind them that they must also be kind to themselves.  
I hope that you all get to spend some time with family over the break and 
take the opportunity to reflect on a really positive start to the academic 
year.  We know that challenges await us next term but the way we have 
dealt with the last seven months should give us the confidence to feel we 
can manage anything.  

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 

Sixth formers involved in the Open Evening video 

All of our sixth formers have been stars this term.  Their attendance and 
engagement has been exceptional and they can approach the end of 
term 1 feeling extremely proud of themselves.  I must make special 
mention of the students who volunteered to take part in the video which 
was organised to take the place of the usual Open Evening this year.  The 
camera never lies and our students present themselves as a really 
impressive group.  They come across as kind, caring and compassionate 
individuals, who are keen to make a contribution to their school and the 
wider community.  They are extremely ambitious and have big plans for 
the future.  They know that, through hard work and determination, they 
will be able to achieve their goals and the world is full of opportunities for 
them.  Well done to everyone involved.  The link to our sixth form film can 
be found here. 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Sophie Geering 
For  consistent OUTSTANDNG 
work in Art! 

Year 8  To be confirmed   

Year 9  Yufan Shi 

For being a polite, hard working 
student who always comes into 
lessons with a positive attitude 
especially in Computer Science! 

Year 10 Izzy Blay 

STAR OF THE TERM 
3 nominations in English, 
Spanish, Science for continual 
excellence in effort, attitude and 
achievement ! 

Year 11 Ethan Lawrence 
For fantastic effort and progress 
in both Math and Geography! 

Directors of Learning Stars  

https://www.actionyourpotential.org/
https://news.esfagov.uk/2E6B6728423CBFF2913382BD3043EAADB5F35F1D7B31AA44DA13628C51FBC44F/9AA5965B31DB37515B8DDD82C77FED9E/LE35
https://news.esfagov.uk/2E6B6728423CBFF2913382BD3043EAADB5F35F1D7B31AA44DA13628C51FBC44F/9AA5965B31DB37515B8DDD82C77FED9E/LE35
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gxv7jT2v9Fw


 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Hegarty Maths Superheroes!  
Mr Hooker would like to congratulate the students 
listed below for being AMAZING on Hegarty 
Maths!! 
 
Year 7:  Francis Zannis, Daiwik Patel, Edward 
Oldrey, Shamal Shahid, Nikita McColl 

Year 8:  Hayley Lewis, Mary Hilden-Cull, Hannah 
Day-Smith, Jack Cottrell, Henry Moss 

Year 9:  Leah Herring, Kiera Pirie, Olivia Ruckes, 
Millie Oldham, Grace Kelly 

Year 10:  Keeley Tant (Best in the whole school), Aron Makaresz, Olivia 
Slater, Nilany Sathiyaseelan, Brooke Johnson 

Year 11:  Alexander Reeves-Bonoldi, Lara Hauge, Isabelle Dry, Isabelle 
Davis, Lorraine Wong 

Year 7 - Term 1: Reflection 

Year 7 students arrived at school at the start of term 1 feeling anxious 
about what lay ahead.  They left, knowing exactly what to expect from 
Seaford Head School, regarding lessons, homework and overall standards. 

In the main, Year 7 students have done fantastically well in their first school 
term.  They have taken on board information relating to COVID-19 
restrictions, wearing their masks and regularly using hand sanitisers.  In 
extremely challenging and confusing times for students, their 
understanding nature has been extremely pleasing.  In lessons they have 
shown a positive attitude to learning (see pictures below), have behaved 
appropriately and produced some fantastic pieces of work across different 
subject areas.  They have fully engaged in discussions, sharing their 
viewpoints on a number of important issues.  Achievement points that 
have been awarded by teachers reflect the impressive start they have 
made in relation to their learning, achieving more than 6,000 points. 
Behaviour, on the whole, has been very good, with only a small number of 
sanctions given.  They have clearly understood the ‘high standards’ we 
expect of them: something that bodes very well for the future. 

There are definitely areas in which we can improve as a year group, with 
many of these being mentioned during assemblies.  Individual students 

have been made aware of what they, personally, need to do in order to 
improve their conduct whilst attending Seaford Head School.  If I had to 
choose one area that really sums up Year 7 students during their first term, 
it would be learning.  It is clear that they are listening attentively and 
producing some really impressive work (as can be seen below).   They are 
learning from mistakes that they have previously made.  If they have 
received sanctions for something they shouldn’t have said or done,, what 
can they learn from this?   Minor mistakes, pitted alongside outstanding 
traits they have displayed in the majority of lessons so far, will ensure that 
they are extremely successful in the remainder of Year 7 and beyond. 

I hope that all Year 7 students have a brilliant break.  We look forward to 
seeing them next term, raring to learn “in every way” during term 2. 

 

Wellbeing at Seaford Head School  

Wellbeing support for our students is a key focus at Seaford Head School 
and, as such, we have invested significantly in developing a range of 
pastoral and wellbeing support for all of them.  This whole school 
approach, shown below, includes emotional wellbeing taught within PSHE 

lessons, to all year groups (www.seafordhead.org/pshe-and-wellbeing) 
Over thirty members of staff from all areas of the school trained in Mental 
Health First Aid, along with year pastoral teams and inclusion staff, 
providing a first port of call for any member of our school community.  
Students requiring additional wellbeing support can be provided with a 
range of more specialist interventions, from group work through to one-to-
one intervention from our in house CBT and therapeutic staff.   We are 
fortunate to be supported by The Youth Counselling Project in Seaford 
which provides two counsellors and Educational Mental Health 
Practitioners from ESCC.   Strong, internal triage systems, with qualified 
therapeutic staff, enable us to assess the needs of students experiencing 
poor wellbeing and target support internally or through external partners.  

We are always looking at ways in which to improve our support so that it 
meets the needs of our students.  A large student voice survey is currently 
underway which will feed into our wellbeing system and inform our offer of 
support.  We are very excited to be working with Edukit to launch a free 
wellbeing app for all of our students next term.  This app will use the 
school student email accounts, to enable them to access a range of 
resources and activities, in order to support their wellbeing and other 
appropriate information.  All content has been approved by a mental 
health expert and further checked by wellbeing staff at the school.  Content 
is carefully filtered to allow appropriate access, only for groups of students, 
and is hosted on the app directly, to ensure that it does not link to further, 
unapproved information.  In addition to specific resources, students will be 
able to respond to surveys on wellbeing, health and other issues.   

The first line of support for young people is often those at home or friends 
around them.  If any student needs extra support, any member of staff, 
student or parent/carer can approach their year teams initially, or refer a 
young person via our health@seafordhead.org email address. 

 

 

superheroes 

http://www.seafordhead.org/pshe-and-wellbeing
mailto:health@seafordhead.org

