
5 February 2021  Term 3 Week 5 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
This week is officially Children’s Mental Health Week. 
It’s appropriate to be focusing on this issue at such a 
challenging time but, whilst some media 
commentators are in danger of catastrophising the 
issue, the young people I encounter at Seaford Head 
School always impress me with their positivity and 
resilience.  Students and their families know that staff 
are here to support them and where to go to for advice; if you are facing 
difficulties please contact us immediately.  It’s very important that we 
continue to address this issue in a constructive manner and give our 
young people the skills and confidence to deal with whatever challenges 
life throws at them.  With the sad passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore this 
week, I was reminded of what he said when he completed his one 
hundredth lap, “For all those people who are finding it difficult at the 
moment, the sun will shine on you again and the clouds will go away.” 

To support our children’s mental health, we will be incorporating a well–
being hour into their weekly timetable for the remainder of the lockdown 
period.  This will be on a rota basis to ensure that a single subject does 
not lose a disproportionate amount of their curriculum time.  A big thank 
you to our Inclusion team for putting these resources together.  To start 
term 4, we will be looking to build-in a short break between lessons, 
giving students time to prepare for their next subject and organise their 
resources.  Mr Waite has sent out a whole school communication to 
outline these developments early next week.  If you have any feedback 
regarding remote teaching, he can be contacted through 
jonwaite@seafordhead.org.  

February is also LGBT+ month and provides the perfect opportunity to 
celebrate the richness and diversity of our community.  The theme for this 
year is ‘Body, Mind, Spirit’ and we can reflect on how every one of us is 
special and unique.  One of the faces for this year’s celebration is Maya 
Angelou whose ‘Still I Rise’ poem was written in a completely different 
context to confront racism but seems apt in these uncertain and 
challenging times, “Just like moons and like suns, with the certainty of 
tides, just like hopes springing high, still I’ll rise” 

This week’s staff twilight INSET session was focused on careers education. 
We always encourage students [and staff] to see the ‘big picture’ in terms 
of their education.  As well as enriching our lives, education can provide a 
gateway to a myriad of opportunities in the future.  I remember speaking 
to a Year 10 student years ago who couldn’t understand why his Maths 
teacher was always ‘going on’ about securing a grade 7.  It was only 
when he realised that he needed this grade to pursue his ambition of 
becoming an architect, that he saw his teacher’s exhortations and 
encouragement in a totally new light.  Thursday’s Year 8 PCE provided the 
perfect opportunity to have these ‘big picture’ conversations with students 
and encourage them to plot their progression from their Year 9 GCSEs to 
their dream job of the future.  There are lots of excellent websites like ‘Fast 
Tomato’ that parents and carers can look at with their children and offer 
support in this area. 

A final reminder that next Thursday I will be holding our termly Parent 
Council Meeting at 5.00pm.  We will be looking at: Remote Learning, The 

Return to School, Mass–Testing, Public Examinations and longer term 
plans.  If you would like to take part in this remote meeting, please 
contact kathryngreenwood@seafordhead.org and you will be sent an 
invite. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: James Jenkins, Nick Theunis, Soufriere 

Etherington, Lara Hauge, Abi Sheehan, Matt Hind, Jasmine Turner, 

Charlotte Gostock, Alex Reeves-Bonoldi and India Tuppen-Bourne. The 

Can Do Attitude Key. 

This week I wanted 
to recognise the 
efforts of our 
fantastic Year 11 
students who have 
worked so hard 
since the first 
lockdown in March 
of last year and 
have coped so well 
with the uncertainty 
regarding their GCSE examinations.  The DfE consultation exercise 
closed last Friday and I would like to reiterate my message to our 
Years 11 [and13] that whatever assessment model is finally decided 
on, they just need to continue to work in the manner they have been 
and they will do extremely well.  The ten students listed above are 
typical of our Year 11 group who consistently make positive choices 
when it comes to their education and are well-set to achieve to the 
highest level. Between them, they have secured over 2,000 house 
points since the start of September and continue to stand out for the 
most positive reasons. 

The Year 11 Prom Committee continues to plan the end of year 
celebration and, although there is still uncertainty around what type of 
‘covid–secure’ event can take place, we will make sure that something 
truly special is organised.  The committee will be in a position to 
confirm the precise details of the event by Easter and the whole year 
group can look forward to a collective celebration of how they have 
managed this uncertain period in such a positive manner.  

WELL DONE! 
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SMSC Thinkuknow has created a range of home 
activity packs which include simple, fifteen-
minute activities you can do with your child 
to support their online safety at home.  
Packs are available for all age groups and 
provide some really useful tips for staying 
safe and healthy online.  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-
worksheets/ 

 

National Apprenticeship Week  

To mark National Apprenticeship Week [England and Wales], I am 
sending you this information about a webinar that is taking place 
online:  'Apprentice Talk Sessions' event is coming up on Monday 8 
February. 

I know the vast majority of students will be at home and, as such, want 
to encourage all those who are interested in learning more about 
apprenticeships to join in.  The attached posters give you more 
information about the companies involved. 

Webinar Details: 

 Monday 8 February, 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

 Twelve Different Apprentice highlight journeys 

 Open to all year groups in Years10, 11, 12 and 13  

 Opportunity to ask questions and find out about other young 
people's career journeys 

 Learn about different types of apprenticeships, some myth 
busting and a few prizes along the way! 

 Free event for all students, teachers and parents  

Registration Link:  

https://www.research.net/r/NAW2021 

 

 

A massive ‘well done!’ to 
Amber Robinson for this 
amazing piece of art work!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working From Home Superstar! 
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Students are still able to request books from 
our LRCs [Learning Resource Centres] by 

emailing librarians@seafordhead.org, to help 
support them with their reading.  

F E B R UA RY  C H A L L E N G E  
F R O M   

T H E  C RY P T  G A L L E RY  
 

 H T T P S : / / W W W . T H E C R Y P T G A L L E R Y . C O M /  

We’ve had such a good response to our challenges last year and so are 

continuing this year.  

The February challenge is open to children and adults. There is a prize 

token for children £10 and £15 for adults.  

The challenge is to draw or paint your pet or favourite animal . 

Please send images of your artworks via email via cryptbook-

ings3@gmail.com and we will put them on our website/social media.  

The closing date is 22 February  and we will announce the winners at the 

end of the month.  
 

Entries will be published on the website as they are received so you can 

check to see how the challenge is progressing .  
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