
15 November 2019 Term 2: Week 2 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
Last week was a typically busy one in school.  It was 
great to see so many of our students and their 
families attending the Information Evening that was 
held on Wednesday for the World Challenge Trip to 
Borneo.  It’s not surprising that there was so much 
interest, as this genuinely offers the opportunity to 
participate in the ‘trip of a lifetime’.  Seeing so many 
of our students signing up for the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme is most pleasing; their ambition is matched by their 
sense of adventure. 

The PTA held its AGM on Wednesday evening and the group enjoyed a 
very pleasant evening, reflecting on their achievements and planning 
activities for the year ahead.  On Thursday morning, Mr Handy received 
a cheque on behalf of our PTA, in the sum of £7,200, from the Chamber 
of Commerce.  The Chamber kindly nominated our PTA as its chosen 
charity for the year and at its Annual Golf Day raised this staggering 
sum.  We are incredibly fortunate to have such a dynamic and energetic 
PTA and to be so fantastically well supported by groups, such as the 
Seaford Chamber of Commerce.  Seaford Head School is a community 
in every sense and we are very grateful to receive such positive support 
from groups across the town. 

On Sunday, a number of our students represented the school at the 
Town’s Remembrance Service.  It wasn’t just our lead prefects who 
attended; our students were involved in representing a range of 
community groups, such as youth groups and the Army Cadets.  All our 
students who attended represented themselves and the school in a 
typically respectful manner.  On Monday we held our Annual Service on 
the school’s playground and I am always moved by the exemplary 
conduct of our students.  They are so keen to show their respect and 
appreciation for previous generations who sacrificed so much on our 
behalf.  The media often has a tendency to focus on ‘bad news’ stories 
relating to young people but our students are always a credit to us on 
these occasions. 

I would like to take this opportunity to publicise the recent Hegarty 
Mathematics Programme which is having such a positive impact on our 
students’ independent study skills.  No Seaford Head School student will 
ever again be able to utter the words, “I don’t have any homework!” as 
this package will enable them to develop the mathematics skills they 
need for their GCSEs, from the comfort of their homes.  Mr Hooker has 
been collecting the data to monitor which students are making most 
use of this resource and running workshops, so that parents and carers 
are able to offer the best possible support to their children. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week 

Bruce Geddes: Nightingale House  — Can Do Attitude Key  

On Tuesday, instead of delivering a History lesson 
to my Year 7 class, I had the opportunity to deliver a 
timetabled DEAR [Drop Everything and Read} 
session, which involves forty-five minutes of silent 
reading and then fifteen minutes of reflection and 
discussion.  This is a great way to highlight the 
importance of reading and share in the joy of the 
experience.  I spent a blissful forty-five minutes 
immersed in a world of Greek mythology and monsters.  We all know 
that, as well as providing such joy, an advanced reading age is one of 
the most significant determinants of academic success.  With this is 
mind, I find it a pleasure to be able to recognise the efforts of one of our 
Year 7 students, who has read a staggering amount of books since 
joining us in September.  Ms Mason, our librarian, is able to monitor 
students’ reading and since Bruce joined us, he has read over fifty 
books.  This voracious appetite for reading will open up his mind to a 
world of opportunities and provide him with a rich and wide-ranging 
vocabulary.  As well as excelling at reading and providing such strong 
foundations for his learning, he is amassing an impressive number of 
house points, together with maintaining a perfect attendance and 
punctuality record.  Keep up the good work Bruce! 

Monday 25 November 
DofE Information 

Evening 

5.30pm-6.30pm 

Arundel Road Site 

Tuesday 26 November 
Acton your 

Potential Seminar 

6.30pm-7.30pm 

Arundel Road Site 

Wednesday 27 

November 
S6H Parent Clinic 

4.00pm-5.30pm 

S6H Centre 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Ruby Lambert 

For fantastic work on spreadsheet and 
assisting others in developing their 
skills in the same area! 

Year 8 Mason Creese 
For much improved effort and work in 
Maths! 

Year 9 Tommy Thomas For continuing his Maths streak! 

Year 10 Daisy Wood For a great lesson with Mr Reynolds! 

Year 11 Jacob Stevens 
For assisting a member of the public 
with their broken down car! 

Key stage 3 Key Stage 4 

obligatory (adj) beholden (adj) 

This adjective means that 
something is required by law, 
authority, or other rule; to be 
compulsory. 
 

 
This noun means a learned 
person; a person with a high level 
of knowledge or skill. 

Diary Dates 

Director of Learning Star of the Week! 



Youth Cabinet Joins Forces with Seaford Youth Form 

The Youth Cabinet and Seaford 
Youth Forum have created a set of 
tools for parents and carers to 
communicate with and support their 
children's mental well-being. 

They will present their top ten tips at 
a special event for parents at 
Seaford Head School on 11 
November 2019 from 4.00pm to 
5.30 pm.  To book a place, contact 
health@seafordhead.org   

After creating mental health tips and 
guidance for schools in East Sussex 
last year, young people identified 
that there was a gap in parent and 
carer confidence and knowledge 
about how to support their children. 

Young people, GPs, the school and 
others in Seaford want to highlight 
that everybody needs quality 
support and guidance to staying mentally healthy.  

By talking with teachers, families and  health professionals and 
through surveying hundreds of youngsters and parents, young people 
were able to understand the needs in Seaford and come up with ten 
top tips around supporting Seaford Young People’s mental health. 

Our Active Travel Map Makes Us Finalists! 
We are so very proud of students from Years 8 and 10, who have 
made the finals for the TPS People’s Award.  They created a map for 
safe travel to school, using various routes.  Lilian Greenwood MP, Chair 
of the Transport Select Committee, said, “The five finalists show 
transport professionals that when communities take centre stage, they 
can address local needs and deliver real and lasting benefits.  I 
congratulate all the projects which have been shortlisted for this 
important award and I was delighted to hear more about them in the 
House of Commons today.”  Good luck for the Finals in London on 
Wednesday 20 November!  

 

Year Group Attendance Weeks 1-8 5 September— 25 October 2019  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

98.1% 96.0% 94.7% 96.2% 95.7% 96.0% 94.1% 

96.7% Overall Average Year 7-11 

Year 7  PCE 
Thursday  23 April 2020 Arundel Site:   
4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 8 PCE 
Thursday 23 January  2020 Arundel Site:    
4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 9 PCE 
Thursday 30 April  2020 Arundel Site:           
4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 10 PCE 
Thursday 27 February 2020 Arundel Site:  
4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 11 PCE 

Thursday 5 December 2019 Arundel Site:      
4.30pm-7.30pm 
Thursday 19 March 2020 Arundel Site:      
4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 12 and 13 

PCE 

Thursday 9 January 2020  S6H Centre:       
4.30pm-7.00pm 

Parents/Carers Consultation Evenings 2019-2020 

Attendance   
Our Attendance Target for Years 7 to 11 has been set at 97%. 

Teachers and members of the support staff work hard to encourage 
students and their families to achieve the 97% target and we reward 
students for 100% attendance on a weekly and termly basis.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absence Line  

If your child is absent, please ensure that you phone the absence line on 

01323-872728 by 9.00am, as this will avoid receiving an unnecessary 

call from our Absence Officer. 

mailto:health@seafordhead.org



