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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I thought it was important to update you, following the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday 
evening.  The statement can be found here https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-
at-home. 
 
It now looks likely that we will only be accommodating the children of critical workers (formally 
key workers) and vulnerable learners on site until the February half term holiday.  The Microsoft 
Office form will be circulated every Thursday, with a deadline of noon on Friday, so that we can 
book children of critical workers into provision for the following week.  The support we offered to 
our vulnerable students and those who were finding the situation difficult was exceptional in the 
last lockdown and we will continue to prioritise provision for these students.  All other students will 
be accessing the curriculum remotely through the Teams platform.  Since the March lockdown, 
department teams have undertaken a considerable amount of training in this area and thus be 
able to deliver online learning which is challenging, engaging and closely aligned to the 
curriculum that students would be following in school. 
 
Before Christmas, we distributed laptops to students who had been identified through our audit as 
not having access to ICT devices.  If there are any issues regarding laptops or internet access, 
please contact your child’s Director of Learning immediately and we will support you with this.  If 
students need any technical support they can email our Network Team at 
cloudsupport@seafordhead.org.  If you have any issues relating to teaching and learning, please 
contact Mr Waite on JonWaite@seafordhead.org. 
 
For the next 6 weeks students should be completing a minimum of 4 hours of school work a day: 
this is available through Teams, in line with our Remote Learning Plan, available on our school 
website (https://www.seafordhead.org/).  During the last lockdown there was a concern that some 
students were putting too much pressure on themselves and spending all their time on Teams.  
It’s important that they keep a balance, building exercise sessions into their daily routines and 
generally looking after their well-being (remember the 12 Rocks).  I would like to remind parents 
that all our support systems, such as Student Services and Inclusion teams, are still in place and 
available for you throughout.  If you have any concerns or worries about your child, please 
contact the school in the usual way. 
 
The Prime Minister’s announcement would have caused most concern for students in Year 11 
and 13 who will be uncertain about how they will be assessed in the summer.  I was concerned 
that the announcement was misrepresented in the media as “summer exams would not take 
place”.  This is not the case as there will be some form of assessment.  The government will be 
consulting with Ofqual on how these summer assessments can be made fair so it’s vital that our 
Year 11s and 13s continue to work hard to ensure that they are in the best possible place to deal 
with any assessment/exam that they have to sit in the summer.  Mock examinations and parents 
evenings will take place as planned for these cohorts and we will continue to update parents and 
carers when we receive more detail. 
 
 

mailto:reception@seafordhead.org
http://www.seafordhead.org/
mailto:Twitter-@Seaford_Head
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
mailto:cloudsupport@seafordhead.org
mailto:JonWaite@seafordhead.org
https://www.seafordhead.org/


 
 
Although this lockdown has inevitably been compared to the situation in March, we are in a 
position which is vastly different.  The on-site provision for critical workers/vulnerable students is 
already underway and the students in school today have made a really positive start.  The online 
provision has also started and every student at Seaford Head School should be accessing a high 
quality curriculum which enables them to maintain their academic progress.  As we look further 
ahead, the vaccination programme is being rolled out and, when students return to school, we will 
have access to mass testing as another layer of protection.  We will be sending out consent 
forms for testing in the next fortnight.  During this period, it’s vital that all members of our 
community are keeping themselves and each other safe by following the guidelines which can be 
found here https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home. 
 
As a community, we managed the last lockdown extremely effectively by being kind to ourselves 
and each other.  I would like to thank you for the support that you have given to the school 
throughout this period.  If you have any concerns or worries in the weeks ahead, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr R Ellis 
Headteacher 
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