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Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to you to give you an update on the information that we have received from the 

government and also colleges about what the current pandemic means for Year 11, regarding 

their qualifications and progression to the next stage of their education. 

 

Qualifications 

Following the Government's announcement that examinations would be cancelled this year, they 

have now issued details on how pupils will now be awarded grades this year.  

 

In summary the process for awarding grades is: 

 

● Teachers will be asked to give a fair, reasonable and carefully considered judgement of 

the most likely grade a pupil would have achieved if they had sat their exams this summer 

and completed any non-exam assessment 

● Once the grades have been allocated by teachers, pupils will be rank ordered by the 

school within each grade 

● Once all schools have submitted their grades to exam boards they will moderate 

these grades on a national level which will determine the actual grade a pupil 

receives. 

● Schools and colleges have been told by Ofqual that they must not share their centre 
assessment grades with students, parents or carers, under any circumstances, until after 
final results are issued  
 

 

 

Full details of the Government’s guidance can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 

 

The school will go through a rigorous process to ensure that we take into account all of the 

evidence that is available to us to ensure that the grades we submit to the Government reflect 

pupils’ progress as best we can. This will include using mock exams, in class work and practical 

or coursework marks where appropriate. It should be emphasised that the final decision on 

all grades lies with the Government rather than the school. They have responsibility for 

ensuring that overall results for this year are broadly in line with previous years and reflect how 

schools have performed previously. 
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As requested in the letter from Ofqual and in order to support us in ensuring that this process is 

fair and  consistent, I would ask that any queries regarding the process or concerns you may 

have are directed to me (Mrs Mathew): jenniemathew@seafordhead.org rather than to class 

teachers. 

 

What this means for pupils 

Beyond the most obvious implication that Year 11 pupils will not be sitting exams in May and 

June there are a number of other implications for Year 11 pupils. 

 

Firstly, there is likely to be a very strong sense that there is no need to continue doing academic 

work as it is no longer relevant. However, we would encourage pupils to continue working 

particularly in subjects that they are going to be studying next year. This is for a number of 

reasons: 

● Evidence shows that maintaining good study habits enables pupils to transition to college 

more successfully, especially when they will be expected to study far more independently. 

The school has sent bridging units for those joining the sixth from and staff are continuing 

to set work for year 11 especially in the core subjects 

● As stated above, the Government is committed to providing pupils the opportunity to sit 

exams in the subjects where they feel they have not been graded fairly and so continuing 

to study will support pupils if they choose to do this 

● It is our understanding that there remains a requirement to continue English and Maths if 

a pupil does not gain at least a Grade 4 in one or both of those subjects. Continued study 

will help if a pupil falls into this group 

 

 

I would like to remind you that, until we are told otherwise, the official school leaving date for Year 

11 is the last Friday in June. Up until that point, pupils should not be doing paid work beyond the 

legally set out hours for school pupils. 

 

Finally, the school has rearranged the Prom to the 16th October to ensure that they can 

celebrated their outstanding time at Seaford Head School. Further details will come out is due 

course. 

 

I would like to end by saying thank you to all of Year 11 for being an amazing year group. I hope 

you all have a restful Easter break and all keep safe is these turbulent times. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jennie Mathew 

Assistant Headteacher 
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