
4 December 2020 Term 2 Week 5 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

The Year 11 students have now completed their mock 
examinations and parents/carers will be receiving the 
results when their reports are issued on 7 January. 
When they receive feedback from these examinations, 
they will be able to precisely identify the areas on 
which they need to focus, as they build up to their 
second set of mocks in March.  Usually by now, I have 
met individually with all of our Year 11s to provide 
them with interview practice.  Due to the COVID restrictions, this has not 
been possible this year but I will conduct group interviews early in term 3 
to ensure that all our students are feeling confident, as they consider their 
future career progression.  Next week, our Year 13s are starting their mock 
examinations, whilst our Year 8s will be undertaking assessments in their 
lesson time. 

Last week, I had a lovely conversation with a gentleman who, through his 
wife, has a strong connection to the school.  Mr John Swan, a former 
Royal Marine, was married to Christine who had attended Seaford Head 
School in the 1950s.  Her mother died when she was three and, growing 
up, she had to look after her brother and help run the house: her dad was 
a farmer.  After leaving the school in 1955, Christine worked briefly in an 
estate agents and a solicitors in the town.  John’s job took the family 
around the world and they eventually settled in Lewes.  Christine took a 
job as a part-time secretary at Sussex Rural Community Council and 
progressed on to become Assistant Director.  She worked tirelessly for 
the people of Sussex and had a particular interest in the welfare of 
young people, doing everything possible to help them to succeed.  In 
2004, her work for the community was recognised when she was 
awarded an MBE.  Mrs Swan sadly passed away earlier this year.  John 
was reflecting on their wonderful family life and Christine’s strong 
connection with Seaford.  One of the saddest parts of COVID has been 
the way in which it has stopped us from organising inter-generational 
activities that bring young and older members of our community together 
and does so much to enrich our curriculum.  It was inspiring to hear of a 
former Seaford student who went on to achieve such great things and live 
such a fulfilling life. 

There are now just two weeks remaining of what has been a very 
successful term.  We will be breaking up for Christmas at 12.25pm on 
Friday 18 December, after Mr Purdey has delivered his whole school 
Christmas Quiz.  Sadly, so many of the events that we would normally 
associate with the festive period are not possible this year.  It is pleasing 
to report that football fixtures will be starting again next week and the 
enrichment programme will be extended in time for the start of term 3.  

This term has highlighted how important it is for our students to be in 
school.  We officially came out of full lockdown this week but now we are 
in tier 2 of COVID restrictions.  The latest guidance can be found here 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus along with the school’s updated Risk 
Assessment.  I would like to gently remind all members of our community 
that there should be no household mixing outside of school.  It has been 
brought to our attention that some of our children were involved in 
‘sleepovers’ during the lockdown period. This is obviously against the 

rules and makes it more difficult for us to reduce transmission in school.  
During the build up to Christmas, I would ask every member of our 
community to follow the rules so that we can all enjoy a safe end to the 
term and be confident that we are not putting our Christmas ‘bubbles’ at 
risk.  If students are experiencing any symptoms they should not be in 
school and need to get tested as quickly as possible.  Up until now, every 
case that has come into the school community appears to have been 
transmitted through a household case and we have been able to act 
quickly to self–isolate potential contacts before further transmission 
occurred. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 

Macy Bates (Churchill), Jamiee Rush (Nightingale), Jack 

Merryweather (Rowling), Millie Laker (Nightingale), Rhianna Cody 

(Nightingale), Sophie Cragg (Nightingale) – Respect For All Key 

I know that I will be extremely proud of our Year 11 students and their 
achievements, in terms of their examination results.  I am even more 
proud of their conduct during this period and I am making six of them my 
Stars for this week.  On the morning of one of their examinations, Macy, 
Jamie, Jack, Millie, Rhianna and Sophie almost made themselves late as 
a result of their kindness and consideration.  They found a local resident 
in considerable distress and clearly in need of hospital treatment.  They 
calmed the distressed individual and insisted on waiting with them until 
the ambulance arrived.  I am so pleased that our students do not pass by 
on the other side but help others, even when they are under considerable 
pressure themselves. 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Ruby Simmons 
A huge improvement  in her 
writing and an excellent poem! 

Year 8  Erin Franklin 
For a fantastic presentation in  
Music!  

Year 9  Raahin Faisal 
Superb effort in a range of 
subjects! 

Year 10 Isla Pavey 
For a double nominations in 
Spanish and English! 

Year 11 Louis Nolder 
For making huge strides  in 
focus and engagement  in 
English!  

Directors of Learning Stars  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.seafordhead.org/policies
https://www.seafordhead.org/policies


 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

SMSC Weekly Theme-: 

Week Commencing 7 December 2020 

Human Rights Day: 10 December  

Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December — the day the 
United Nations General Assembly adopted, in 1948, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  The UDHR is a milestone document 
that proclaims the inalienable rights to which everyone is entitled, as a 
human being, regardless of race, colour, religion, sex, language, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 
Available in more than five hundred languages, it is the most translated 
document in the world.  

2020 Theme: Recover Better - Stand Up for Human Rights 

This year’s Human Rights Day theme relates to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and focuses on the need to build back better, by ensuring human rights 
are central to recovery efforts.  We will reach our common global goals only 
if we are able to create equal opportunities for all, address the failures 
exposed and exploited by COVID-19 and apply human rights standards to 
tackle entrenched, systematic, and intergenerational inequalities, exclusion 
and discrimination.  10 December is an opportunity to reaffirm the 
importance of human rights by re-building the world we want, the need for 
global solidarity as well as our interconnectedness and shared humanity. 
 

 

SMSC Profile-: 

  

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

First lady of the United States of America from 1933 to 1945, Eleanor 
Roosevelt was appointed, in 1946, as a delegate to the United Nations 
General Assembly by United States President Harry S. Truman.  She served 
as the first Chairperson of the Commission on Human Rights and played 
an instrumental role in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
At a time of increasing east-west tensions, Eleanor Roosevelt used her 
enormous prestige and credibility, with both superpowers to steer the 
drafting process toward its successful completion.  In 1968, she was 
posthumously awarded the United Nations Human Rights Prize.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day/women-who-
shaped-the-universal-declaration 

  

https://youtu.be/p7tSwJ5U9rc 

  

Religious Festival-: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanukkah 

Hanukkah or Chanukah is the Jewish, eight-day wintertime ‘Festival of 
Lights’, celebrated with a nightly menorah lighting, special prayers and fried 
food.  It starts on 10 December with a new candle on the menorah lit every 
day until 18 December.  

The festival marks the phenomenal victory of a group of Jews, called the 
Maccabees, over the Syrian Greeks, the most powerful army of the ancient 
world. 

At the end of the three-year war, the Maccabees recaptured Jerusalem 
and rededicated the temple. 

When the Maccabees rededicated the temple, they discovered a single 
cruise of oil with the seal of the High Priest still intact. 

When they came to light the eight-branched temple candelabrum, the 
menorah, they had enough oil to last only a day. 

However, the menorah miraculously stayed alight for eight days.  This 
became known as the miracle of the oil. 

Take the quiz to find out more-:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35030671 

Votes for Schools-: 

With the days getting shorter and safeguarding concerns on the rise due to 
the pandemic, we thought now was a good time to get young people 
talking about their own personal safety and to consider what they can do 
to self-safeguard should they find themselves in a difficult situation. For this 
reason, they will be deciding: "Do you feel safe outside school?"   

When engaged in the VfS lessons they will have the chance to put 
themselves in several young people's shoes by identifying the warning 
signs, coming up with advice and thinking about what they would do if 
they were in the same position.  

Students can access VfS topics via their year PSHE/SMSC Teams pages.   

The document here contains cross curricular links for individual subjects, if 
you would like to include it in your lessons this week-: 

  

Tutor Time Lesson-:  

All VfS content can be found here-: 
 https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/
Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp 
  

Year 11 Positive point Advent Countdown   

There are ten school days left this year!  Can you be 
in the top ten positive points?   

I will run a report on the morning of Friday 18 
December and the top ten students will win a prize.  
Please note this is for the two week period only. 

We will combine any positive and [hopefully no 
negative] points at the end of the two weeks and the 
top ten will win. 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day/know-your-rights
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day/know-your-rights
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Pages/SearchByLang.aspx
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day/women-who-shaped-the-universal-declaration
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day/women-who-shaped-the-universal-declaration
https://youtu.be/p7tSwJ5U9rc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35030671
https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp
https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp
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