
English

Literature



Minimum entry requirements

• Requires 5 in English Literature GCSE

• Requires 5 in English Language GCSE

• A passion for reading!



What will I study?

Paper 1: Tragedy

-Death of A Salesman by Arthur Miller

-Othello by Shakespeare

-Poetry by Keats

Paper 2: Political and Social Protest Texts

-A Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

-The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

-Poetry by Blake

-A range of extracts on from the political genre

Coursework:

-A feminist reading of Carol Ann Duffy’s poetry

-Applying literary theory (Marxism, post-colonial reading etc.) to a political 
novel of your choice



How will I be assessed?

Paper 1: Tragedy (40%)

Answering extract and whole text questions on Othello, Death 
of A Salesman, and poetry (John Keats)

Paper 2 : Political Texts (40%)

Answering questions on an unseen extract, The Handmaid’s 
Tale, The Kite Runner,  and poetry (William Blake)

Coursework (20%)

-A feminist reading of Carol Ann Duffy’s poetry

-Applying a literary theory to the political novel of your choice



Course Contacts

Mr B Messer (Head of English)

BenMesser@seafordhead.org

Mr D Martin (2i/c of English)

DanielMartin@seafordhead.org

Mr A Pointon 

AndrewPointon@seafordhead.org

mailto:BenMesser@seafordhead.org
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Why should I take this subject?

English Literature is the study and enjoyment of novels, 
poems and plays. During this course, you will learn how 
writers use ideas, themes and settings in texts, aiming to 
affect your thoughts and emotions.

You will have the opportunity to explore and appreciate two 
key genres in literature: tragedy and social and political 
protest texts.

Studying these texts not only allows you to learn about 
different cultures and periods of history but also the world 
we live in today.

You will also have the opportunity to perfect your essay 
writing and presentation skills.



Where can this subject take me?

The analytical reading skills and essay writing skills you 
develop will be valuable assets in most jobs, including:

-Law

-Business Management

-The Civil Service

-Teaching

-Jobs in technology and science

Essentially, the study of English Literature equips you to be a 
clear communicator, researcher and writer. These skills are 
required in most professional jobs.



What does a typical lesson look like?
Starter
A thought provoking question, problem or challenge: something 
to encourage you to draw on your previous learning and prepare 
you for the new
Introduction
An investigation of an author, context, text or question
Development
Use your reading, analysis and investigation in a range of ways: a 
class presentation, discussion, writing
Plenary
Secure the learning of the lesson and consider where it places us 
in our knowledge of the topic


