
The Core Subjects 
Subjects Taken by All Students 

 

Course Qualification 

English Language and  
English Literature 

2 GCSEs 
 

Maths 1 GCSE 

 

Science – 2 Pathways (decided by 
the school during Year 9) 
 

1) Triple Science (GCSE’s in 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

2) Combined Science 
 

 
 
 
 
3 GCSEs 
 
2 GCSEs 
 
  

CIDA Certificate Certificate in Digital 
Applications (CiDA) 

Ethics 

 
GCSE RS  
 

PSHE and Citizenship N/A 

 
PE  
 

 

BTEC Award in Sports 
Activity and Fitness 

 



 
 

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE 

GCSE Equivalence: 1 GCSE Qualification:  This course must be taken with 
GCSE English Literature 

Level Available:   9-1 Exam Board:    WJEC Specification 
Number:    C700QS 

 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

English is a very important subject.  This is why it is compulsory for all students.  Some of the key 
skills you will be taught in English are: to use your imagination to communicate in interesting ways; to 
participate in discussions, presenting your views and listening to others; how to read different types 
of text with insight and to appreciate why writers have chosen to use language and structure their 
words with variety and creativity; to follow an argument and to appreciate the techniques used to 
advise and persuade; to spell correctly and write in accurate sentences, using paragraphs. 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
COMPONENT 1 
 

Twentieth Century 
Literature Reading and 
Creative Prose Writing 
 

Written Examination:  
 

1hour 45 minutes 
[40% of qualification] 

Section A  [20%]  –  Reading 
 

Understanding of one prose extract [about 60 to100 lines] of literature 
from the twentieth century assessed through a range of structured 
questions. 
 
Section B  [20%]  –  Prose Writing  
 

One creative writing task selected from a choice of four titles. 

COMPONENT 2 
 

Nineteenth and Twenty-first 
Century Non-Fiction 
Reading and Transactional/ 
Persuasive Writing 
 

Written Examination:  
 

2 hours 
[60% of qualification] 

Section A  [30%]  -   Reading 
 

Understanding of two extracts [about 900 to 1200 words] of high 
quality non-fiction writing, one from the nineteenth century, the other 
from the twenty-first century, assessed through a range of structured 
questions. 
 
Section B  [30%]  –  Writing 
 

Two compulsory transactional/ persuasive writing tasks. 
 

COMPONENT 3:  
Spoken Language 
Non-examination 
Assessment 
Unweighted  

One presentation/ speech, including responses to questions and 
feedback. 
 

Achievement in spoken language will be reported as part of the 
qualification but it will not form part of the final mark and grade. 

Continual Assessment N/A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

 Interest in words, their meanings and links to one another 
 Interest in expressing views and exploring ideas in speech and writing 
 Interest in reading for pleasure and different meanings 
 Imagination 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

Many employers will look for a good grade in English because the ability to communicate effectively, 
whether writing or speaking, is a key skill in today’s job market.   
 

A good grade in English is also essential if you want to go on to the Sixth Form and study AS and A-
levels, whatever subjects you choose.  
 

This subject is a good preparation for AS and A2 courses that require written analysis and 
discussion, such as: English Language, English Literature, History, Geography, Psychology, Law, 
Sociology and Media Studies. 

STUDENT QUOTE: 

“English is a great subject for many reasons.  I enjoy it because it lets you use your imagination and 
always has different tasks.  You could be doing creative writing or reading and analysing poems and 
the tasks are fun, engaging and always interesting.  Whenever I know that I have an English lesson, 
I always look forward to it.  We all love English and the teachers are great!”     



ENGLISH  LITERATURE 

GCSE Equivalence: 1 GCSE Qualification:  This course must be taken with 
GCSE English Language 

Level Available:   9-1 Exam Board: WJEC Specification 
Number: C720QS 

 

COURSE DETAILS 

English Literature is the study and enjoyment of novels, poems and plays.  During this course, you 
will learn how writers use ideas, themes and settings in texts, aiming to affect your thoughts and 
emotions.  You will be encouraged to be sensitive to and thoughtful about writers’ uses of language.  
In addition, you will consider why writers present their ideas in certain ways and what may have 
influenced them in their writing. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Examinations: 
100%of GCSE 
 
Linear qualification 
only available in the 
summer series each 
year 
 
Learners are not 
permitted texts in the 
examination. 
 

Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry 
Written Examination: 2 hours   [40% of qualification] 
 

Section A [20%]: eg. Romeo and Juliet; or Macbeth; or Merchant of 
Venice. 

One extract question and one essay question based on the reading of a 
Shakespeare text from the prescribed list chosen by the teacher. 
 

Section B [20%]: Two questions based on the WJEC anthology, one of 
which includes a comparison. 
 

Explore, respond to and compare two contemporary poems. 
 

Component 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, Nineteenth Century Prose and 
unseen poetry. 
 

Written Examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 
[60% of the qualification] 
 

Section A [20%]: Post-1914 Prose/Drama; eg. Lord of the Flies; or 
Never let me Go; or An Inspector Calls. 
One source-based question on a text from the prescribed list chosen by 
the teacher. 
 

Section B [20%]:19th Century Prose; eg. A Christmas Carol; or Pride 
and Prejudice; or Jane Eyre. 
One source-based question on a text from the prescribed list chosen by 
the teacher. 
 

Section C [20%]: Unseen poetry from the Twentieth/Twenty-first 
Century 
Two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves a comparison. 

 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

 Interest in words, their meanings and links to one another 
 Interest in expressing views and exploring ideas in speech and writing 
 Interest in reading for pleasure and different meanings 
 Imagination 

 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 
This subject is a good preparation for AS and A2 courses that require written analysis and 
discussion, like: English Language, English Literature, History, Geography, Psychology, Law, 
Sociology and Media Studies 

 

STUDENT QUOTE 

“English is a great subject for many reasons.  I enjoy it because it lets you use your imagination and 
always has different tasks.  You could be doing creative writing or reading and analysing poems 
and the tasks are fun, engaging and always interesting. Whenever I know that I have an English 
lesson, I always look forward to it.  We all love English and the teachers are great!”    

 



 

MATHEMATICS 

GCSE Equivalence:  1 GCSE grades 9 – 1 Qualification:  GCSE Mathematics 

Level Available:  Foundation and Higher Exam Board:  
Edexcel 

Specification Number:   
1MA1 

 

COURSE DETAILS 
 
The course covers number, algebra, ratio, proportion and rates of change, geometry and measures, 
probability and statistics.  Students need to be able to use and apply standard mathematical 
techniques.  They need to be able to reason, interpret and communicate mathematically and be 
able to solve problems within mathematics and other contexts, both with and without a calculator. 
 

If students are unable to access the level of work required by the GCSE syllabus they will be 
entered for an Entry Level Qualification in Mathematics or a Number and Measure paper. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 

Controlled  
Assessment There are no controlled assessments for Mathematics. 

Practical Examination There are no practical examinations for Mathematics. 

Examinations 
 

Three written examinations at the end of the course.  One paper is 
without a calculator and the other two are with a calculator.  All 
papers cover all areas of the syllabus. 

 
Continual Assessment 
 

Teacher assessment takes place throughout the course in terms of 
homework, topic tests and problem solving tasks.  

 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

Basic numeracy skills.  The ability to solve problems from real life and from unfamiliar situations. 

 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

AS level Mathematics. AS level Statistics 
 

Mathematics is also useful in many other subjects such as Science and Social Sciences and forms 
part of many vocational courses. 
 
Core Level 3 Mathematics 
 

A new course that develops higher statistics and algebra skills through problem solving in functional 
contexts. 

 

STUDENT QUOTE 

Mathematics is an excellent subject because it helps to improve the way you think, not only with 
mathematical problems but also with everyday logical problems.  The subject broadens your mind 
and can be incredibly satisfying when you realise you are working something out correctly.     
Year 11 Student 

 



CHEMISTRY  :  TRIPLE SCIENCE 

Taken alongside GCSE Biology and Physics 

GCSE Equivalence:   
1 GCSE grades 9-1 Qualification:   GCSE 

Level Available:   9-1 Exam Board:  OCR Specification Number:    J258 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

This course provides the opportunity to further develop understanding of scientific explanations, in 
detail, how science works and aspects of chemistry relevant to careers in science.  GCSE 
Chemistry provides distinctive and relevant experience for learners who wish to progress to level 3 
qualifications.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

Controlled Assessment N/A 

Practical Examination Investigation skills assessed in final examinations 

Examinations 
GCSE Science will be taken in June at the end of Year 11.  Students 
will sit two examinations each lasting 1 hour 45 mins.  There is a 
strong emphasis on numeracy and practical skills in the final 
examination assessment. 

 
Continual Assessment 
 

Students are assessed internally by end of unit tests on a regular 
basis throughout the year.  However, these assessments do not form 
part of the students’ final GCSE grades. 

 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

Interpreting, analysing and evaluating scientific data; developing science explanations; developing 
arguments and drawing conclusions related to familiar and unfamiliar situations; planning scientific 
tasks; problem solving; evaluating methods used when collecting data; analysing and interpreting 
qualitative and quantitative data for different sources; considering the reliability and validity of data 
in presenting and justifying conclusions. 
 

Students also need to use and develop their personal learning and thinking skills, such as taking 
responsibility when working in a group and using organisational and communication skills. 

 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

Possible level 3 courses include:  A-level Chemistry, Environmental Science, Nursing and 
Engineering level 3 courses and all other science related courses. 

 

STUDENT QUOTE 

“GCSE Triple Chemistry is not for the faint hearted!  It is what you need if you want to go on to 
competitive courses at University.  For example, any science related degree courses, including 
Medicine and Veterinary Science.  It is very difficult and challenging in places and a lot of hard 
work, but it was worth it in the end!” 

 



 

PHYSICS  :  TRIPLE SCIENCE 
Taken alongside GCSE Biology and Chemistry 

GCSE Equivalence:   
1 GCSE grades 9-1 Qualification:   GCSE 

Level Available:   9-1 Exam Board:   OCR Specification Number: J259 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

This course provides the opportunity to further develop understanding of scientific explanations, in 
detail, how science works and aspects of physics relevant to careers in Science.   GCSE Physics 
provides distinctive and relevant experience for learners who wish to progress to level 3 
qualifications.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Controlled  
Assessment 

N/A 

Practical Examination Investigation skills assessed in final examinations 

Examinations 
GCSE Physics will be taken in June at the end of Year 11.  Students 
will sit two examinations that are each 1 hour 45 mins.  There is a 
strong emphasis on numeracy and practical skills in the final 
examination assessment. 

 

Continual Assessment 
 

Students are assessed internally by end of unit tests on a regular 
basis throughout the year.  However, these assessments do not form 
part of the students’ final GCSE grades. 

 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

Interpreting, analysing and evaluating scientific data; developing science explanations; developing 
arguments and drawing conclusions related to familiar and unfamiliar situations; planning scientific 
tasks; problem solving; evaluating methods used when collecting data; analysing and interpreting 
qualitative and quantitative data for different sources; considering the reliability and validity of data 
in presenting and justifying conclusions. 
 

Students also need to use and develop their personal learning and thinking skills, such as taking 
responsibility when working in a group and using organisational and communication skills. 

 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

Possible level 3 courses include; A-level Physics, Environmental Science, Engineering level 3 
courses and all other science related courses. 

 

STUDENT QUOTE 

“GCSE Triple Physics was really hard.  However, I want to study science at University so it was 
important I did Triple Science.  We studied some really interesting and mind-blowing topics!”  

 
 



 

COMBINED SCIENCE   [Two GCSEs] 
GCSE Equivalence:  
2 GCSE grades 9/9 – 1/1 Qualification: GCSE 

Level Available:  9-1 Exam Board: OCR Specification Number:  J260 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

There is a strong emphasis on scientific literacy: the knowledge and understanding that learners 
need to recognise the impact of science and technology on everyday life.  Whilst learning scientific 
content, students also practise and develop scientific and transferable skills.  These include having 
an understanding of how scientific evidence is collected, how scientific knowledge and ideas 
change over time and how these changes are validated.  Students are also taught to understand 
how decisions about science and technology are made in different situations, including 
contemporary situations and those raising ethical issues, evaluating the impact of scientific 
developments on individuals, communities or the environment.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

Controlled  
Assessment N/A 

Practical Examination Investigation skills assessed in final examinations 

 

Examinations 
GCSE Science will be taken in June either at the end of Year 11.  
Students will sit four examinations each lasting 1 hour 45 mins.  
Examinations have large numeracy content. 

 

Continual Assessment 
 

Students are assessed internally by end of unit tests on a regular 
basis throughout the year.  However, these assessments do not form 
part of the students’ final GCSE grades. 

 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

Interpreting, analysing and evaluating scientific data; developing science explanations; developing 
arguments and drawing conclusions related to familiar and unfamiliar situations; planning scientific 
tasks; problem solving; evaluating methods used when collecting data; analysing and interpreting 
qualitative and quantitative data for different sources; considering the reliability and validity of data 
in presenting and justifying conclusions. 
 

Students also need to use and develop their personal learning and thinking skills, such as taking 
responsibility when working in a group and using organisational and communication skills. 

 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

Possible level 3 courses include: A-level Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Science, 
Human Biology, Nursing and Engineering level 3 courses and all other science related courses. 

 

STUDENT QUOTE 

“It is interesting to study areas of science which are relevant to everyday life and on the news.  For 
example, cloning, gene technology, epidemiology and radioactivity.” 

 



 

CERTIFICATE IN DIGITAL APPLICATIONS  [CiDA] 

GCSE Equivalence:  1 Qualification:   Digital Applications 

Level Available:  2 Exam Board:  Pearson Specification Number:  600/6627/1 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

This is a Level 2 certificate with grading across four levels from A*- C, with A* the highest grade  
 
What Will You Learn?  
 

 IT Security [e-Safety] 
 Presentation 
 Spreadsheet 
 Word Processing 
 Desk Top Publishing and Graphics Editing using Fireworks 
 Website creation using Dreamweaver 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 

Coursework 
[75%] 
Artwork and Imaging  

This unit takes a holistic approach to the assessment of knowledge, 
understanding and skills. Students will demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the content through how well they perform the 
tasks in the project brief given. 
 

The project brief will require them to produce images and artwork for 
a specified purpose and audience. It should take approximately 30 
hours to complete. 
 

They will be expected to: 
 

 Design and develop graphic products 
 Develop scalable images and artwork 
 Develop bitmap images and artwork 
 Exhibit work in an e-portfolio 
 Review the products 

Examinations  
Developing Web Products 
[25%] 

The examination tests the ability to design, build and test a web 
product in a practical computer based examination set by Pearson 

 
APTITUDES NEEDED 

 Select, use and integrate software tools and techniques to meet project briefs 
 Create and evaluate products 
 Transfer competence in a familiar context to an unfamiliar context 
 Communicate data and information in a form fit for purpose and audience 
 Adopt safe, secure and responsible practice when using IT 
 Think creatively, logically and critically evaluate their own and others’ use of digital technologies 
 Motivation to work independently 

 
PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

After completing this Level 2 Qualification, you will be fully equipped to use ICT skills across all 
subjects and for any work requirements.  You will also have  

 



 

ETHICS 

GCSE Equivalence:    One GCSE Qualification: GCSE Religious Studies 

Level Available:  Full Course  Exam Board:   WJEC 
                        EDUQAS 

Route A  
Spec  120P1-5 

 

COURSE DETAILS 

The Study of Religions:  The beliefs, teachings and practices of two world religions: Christianity 
and Hinduism 
 

Thematic Studies: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies:  a study of issues in the 
modern world - Issues of life and death; Issues of good and evil; Issues of human rights; and Issues 
of relationships 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Controlled  Assessment No controlled assessment 

Practical Examination No practical examination 

Examinations 
Two examination papers on the study of religions [1 hour each] 
One examination paper on religious, philosophical and ethical 
studies [2 hours] 

Continual Assessment No coursework 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

You will need an ability to ask questions and express a point of view; an ability to listen to others in 
class discussion whilst forming you own opinion; an interest in people and in different beliefs and 
values and an ability to write clearly.  

 

PROGRESSION -  WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 
The subject prepares you for life and the many issues people face.  It prepares you for jobs where 
you will work with a diversity of people.  The study of ethics and religion shows that you have 
awareness of current issues and of different religions and cultures.  
 

It can prepare you for Key Stage 5 work in Humanities, English, Sociology, Law, Philosophy, 
Psychology and, of course, Religious Studies. 
 

Religious Studies is a respected academic qualification for those seeking to do a degree course at 
university.  

 

STUDENT QUOTES 

‘It’s one of the only lessons where you get to express your views and opinions.  It’s actually rather 
enjoyable.’ Student 
 

‘You look at many interesting issues and viewpoints and you’re given the chance to share and 
develop your own opinions.’ Student 
 

‘The lessons aren’t just about religion.’ Student 
 

‘It is an incredibly useful subject to discover.’ Student 
 

‘Religious Studies helps you to sort out your own problems.’ Student 
 

‘Religious Studies is good as your viewpoint is as valid as other people’s.’ Student 
 

‘You debate different issues and whether or not you think something is right. It can actually be fun!’  
Student 

 



PSHE  AND  CITIZENSHIP 

GCSE Equivalence:     PSHE Qualification:   N/A 

Level Available:  N/A Exam Board: N/A Specification 
Number:  

 

COURSE DETAILS 

PSHE:  This subject is delivered as a five-year spiralling programme that develops and extends 
knowledge and understanding throughout the time spent at Seaford Head School.  It is taught 
during tutor time to all year groups who undertake one specific module per term based on the 
PSHE association government approved curriculum.  In addition to this, Years 7-9 take part in a 
minimum of twelve lessons per year integrated into Ethics lessons on emotional wellbeing, 
substances and relationships education.  
 
Throughout the year students will take part in sessions led by specialist organisations that enhance 
the PSHE programme.  This academic year includes sessions around CPR, World Aids Day, Anti-
Bullying, Homelessness, Road Safety and Sexual Health.  
 
The PSHE curriculum incorporates a wide range of topics, including emotional wellbeing, 
relationships, substance misuse, self-esteem and awareness, decision making, financial planning, 
personal safety, sexual health, bullying and healthy living.   
 
Students cover many of the relevant Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance topics, 
where appropriate, through their tutor times.   
  
PSHE features in certain other curricular areas, such as Science, Geography, Business and 
Enterprise and Ethics.   
 
 

Citizenship:  This national curriculum subject is also taught alongside the PSHE programme and 
within the curriculum area of Ethics and incorporates: 
 

 Social and Moral Responsibility 
 Community Involvement 
 Political Literacy 
 British Values 

 
 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

PSHE:  This subject helps prepare students for the complex process of growing up in the modern 
world.  It raises awareness of potentially sensitive and dangerous issues and offers an insight into 
some of the difficult decisions young people may have to make.   At Seaford Head School we 
believe it is an essential part of the personal development of young people and, as such, is vital in 
preparing them for the future. 
 

Citizenship: Through studying citizenship, students are prepared for their rights and 
responsibilities as positive and active members of local, national and international communities. 

 
 

STUDENT  QUOTE 

“In PSHE I enjoy debating about various issues and learning about new topics that are really 
interesting.”   Student 

 



CORE PE 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

 
PE Core Provision: 
 
Students will undertake a variety of practical activities that will further develop their 
experiences at Key Stage 3 and will continue to promote opportunities for a healthy, active 
lifestyle.  
 
The provision will enable students to develop their leadership qualities, enhance their 
practical performance and understanding along with the potential for some to undertake an 
accreditation in sport that is suited to their strengths and preferences during the three year 
provision.  
 
The department is running the Technical Award in Sport Activity and Fitness. Students will 
complete the course in Year 9 and 10. This will allow the potential of undertaking a level 
one qualification in sport. 
 

 
 
 
 

PROGRESSION - WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 
 
The provision of Physical Education at Key Stage 4 is designed to create lifelong habits 
and positive attitudes towards sport and exercise.  Post Key Stage 4 students will be 
equipped to lead a healthy, active lifestyle and will hopefully continue to participate and 
enjoy a wide variety of sports in their adult lives. 
 
Students who are considering studying Physical Education through Further and Higher 
Education should consider taking GCSE PE as part of the option process, as this 
qualification provides an ideal platform to support their progression on to both A-level PE 
and BTEC National programmes of study. 
  

 
 

 
 



BIOLOGY  :  TRIPLE SCIENCE 
Taken alongside GCSE Physics and Chemistry 

GCSE Equivalence:   
1 GCSE grades 9-1 Qualification: GCSE 

Level Available:  9-1 Exam Board: OCR Specification Number:   J257 
 
 

COURSE DETAILS 

This course provides the opportunity to further develop understanding of scientific explanations, in 
detail, how science works and aspects of biology relevant to careers in science.  GCSE Biology 
provides distinctive and relevant experience for learners who wish to progress to level 3 
qualifications.  

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Controlled  
Assessment N/A 

Practical Examination Investigation skills assessed in final examinations 

 

Examinations 
 

Linear course with examinations at end of Year 11.  Students will sit 
two examinations, each lasting 1 hour 45 minutes.  There is a strong 
emphasis on numeracy and practical skills in the final examination 
assessment. 

 
 

Continual Assessment 
 

Students are assessed internally by end of unit tests on a regular 
basis throughout the year.  However, these assessments do not form 
part of the students’ final GCSE grades. 

 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED 

Interpreting, analysing and evaluating scientific data; developing science explanations; developing 
arguments and drawing conclusions related to familiar and unfamiliar situations; planning scientific 
tasks; problem solving; evaluating methods used when collecting data; analysing and interpreting 
qualitative and quantitative data for different sources; considering the reliability and validity of data 
in presenting and justifying conclusions. 
 
 

Students also need to use and develop their personal learning and thinking skills, such as taking 
responsibility when working in a group and using organisational and communication skills. 

 
 

PROGRESSION:   WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AFTER KEY STAGE 4? 

Possible level 3 courses include; A-level Biology, Environmental Science, Human Biology, Nursing 
and Engineering level 3 courses and all other science related courses 

 
 

STUDENT QUOTE 

“GCSE Triple Science is what you need if you want to go on to competitive courses at University.  
For example, any science related degree courses, including Medicine and Veterinary science.  It is 
very difficult and challenging in places and a lot of hard work, but I really enjoyed it!”    
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