
09 October 2020 Term 1 Week 4  

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

This week, Mr Purdey wrote to parents and carers 
explaining why all residential trips have been postponed 
for the remainder of this year.  Following the 
announcement that some form of lockdown restrictions will 
be in place for at least the next six months, we felt it was 
important to provide families with clarity so that they could 
plan for the year ahead.  This decision was taken with a heavy heart and 
I would like to assure our families that we remain fully committed to 
delivering a varied enrichment and extra-curricular  programme.  In the 
current climate, student and staff safety is our overarching priority.  We will 
continue to commit to the Duke of Edinburgh programme and keep 
participants updated regarding activities which are taking place.  Student 
participation, in this programme, has really grown in recent years and it 
offers so much, in terms of employability skills, that we are determined to 
increase our involvement. At the moment, the World Challenge Expedition 
to Borneo is still going ahead; Mr Teasley will keep participants updated. 
 

The school calendar obviously looks very different this year but remote 
versions of all the usual activities will be taking place.  The Key Stage 4 
Information Evening will be presented through the school website and a 
remote version of the Annual Celebration Evening is being filmed and will 
be shared early in term two.  The PCEs will be organised through 
telephone bookings and I would like to remind parents and carers that on  
21 October we will be holding our first Parent Council Meeting of the year 
on zoom.   Mrs Greenwood will contact everyone who has attended 
previous meetings and if you haven’t, she can be contacted at 
kathryngreenwood@seafordhead.org  to provide you with a remote invite. 
It would be great to see some new parents and carers involved. 
 

I would like to remind parents and carers that, as part of our zone 
arrangements, all students have access to a designated servery within 
their year zone.  This means that all our students can receive a hot meal 
at lunch time in the safest possible environment.  We are currently unable 
to provide food before school or break so it is well-worth students 
bringing a snack in from home if they find themselves getting hungry 
before lunch.  They should also bring a water bottle into school; if they 
forget this, they should let their Student Services Officer know.  We will 
inform parents if/when we are able to provide food at morning break. 

 

One of the positives that has come out of the pandemic has been the 
fantastic way that different members of our community have supported 
each other.  Last week, I mentioned how our students are extremely 
conscientious when it comes to mask wearing.  This week, a Seaford 
based company with numerous connections to the school, kindly offered 
to donate one thousand masks to the school, free of charge.  When these 
masks arrive, any student who forgets their mask or would like their own 
reusable face covering, will be able to collect one from their Student 
Services office.  

This Saturday is World Mental Health day and we will be using our social 
media presence and next week’s newsletter to outline some of the ways 
in which we shall mark this occasion in school.  It’s a perfect reminder 
that now, more than ever, we need to make sure that we are being kind 
to ourselves and to each other. 
 
 
Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 
James Jenkins and Bella Scriven:  Positive Contributions Key. 

Rosie Tuite (Nightingale) and Pebble Plastow (Churchill):  

Working Hard key 

Even before lockdown and the coronavirus, the most important quality that 
students needed to succeed in education, was the ability to undertake 
independent study.  Lockdown re-emphasised the importance of this, as 
students’ ability to motivate themselves and complete research tasks 
away from school has underpinned their learning for the last six months. 
Our Year 7s missed out on their SATs last year, so an early opportunity to 
develop these skills was missed, making homework tasks for these 
students even more important.  It has been great to see how 
conscientiously they have responded to this challenge and how they have 
invested in their independent learning.  In my Year 7 History group, I have 
been really impressed to learn that Rosie has completed all homework 
tasks to an exceptionally high standard, whilst in English, Pebble’s 
language analysis was described as “simply stunning.”  The skills that 
Rosie, Pebble and our other Year 7 students are developing will ensure 
that they achieve to their full potential, irrespective of what form 
assessments take in the future.  Not only is their work extremely detailed, 
it is also presented to the highest standard, making future revision and 
examination preparation so much more straightforward. 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Fred Gander  
For being an OUTSTANDING, 
polite and helpful student! 

Year 8  Joshua Woodward 
For continued effort and fantastic 
work in lessons!  

Year 9  Jessica Potter  For being OUTSTANDING! 

Year 10 Natalie Cottis For a double nomination! 

Year 11 Taylor James-Mackay 

For helping others in English 
and working hard in 
Photography! 

Directors of Learning Stars  

mailto:kathryngreenwood@seafordhead.org


 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Wow Moment  

On Saturday 26 September 2020, the Young Mayor of Seaford, Chanel 
Pritchard, took part in a sponsored cycle challenge with the Deputy Young 
Mayor, James Jenkins, in aid of her chosen charity: Air Ambulance Kent 
Surrey  and Sussex.  This charity is very personal to Chanel, who organised 
this challenge part of the Air Ambulance’s fundraising efforts ‘30for30’, 
marking its 30thAnniversary.  

The ‘30for30’ challenge is focused on fundraising events that improve 
health and well-being, encouraging supporters to get up and get active or 
take up a challenge that focuses on promoting well-being, like learning a 
new skill. 

Chanel and James, together with some friends and a guardian, cycled the 
thirty miles from Seaford to Hove and back in gruelling weather conditions! 

The Young Mayor has been overwhelmed with support and is proud to 
announce that, so far, over £750 has been raised!  All fundraising 
achieved in Chanel’s year, as Young Mayor, will be presented to Air 
Ambulance Kent Surrey and Sussex at the end of her term. 

Sponsorship for this worthy cause is still open and donations can be 
made, preferably by bank transfer directly to: 

Seaford Town Council, Co-operative Bank 

Sort 08-92-99 

Account 65343430 

Please use the reference:– ‘Young Mayor 30’ 

Cash can be left in a sealed envelope, marked ‘Young Mayor 30’, at the 
Tourist Information Office, 37 Church Street, Seaford, Monday to Friday 
between 9.30am and 4.00pm. 

Quote from Chanel: “I am very grateful for the support I had, from friends 
and family, in being able to achieve this challenge and from everyone who 
has kindly donated.   It was tough: these quotes sum up nicely the effort it 
took:  

‘The best view comes after the hardest climb’ and ‘Strength doesn’t come 
from what you can do: it comes from overcoming the things you once 
thought you couldn’t!’.  

I look forward to my next fundraiser!” 

World Mental Heath Day 
Saturday 10 October is world mental health 
day. 
 
We want to mark this by encouraging 
students to have a 'wellbeing weekend'. 
 
As a whole school, no homework or work will 
be issued to any students this Friday.  
 
We want to actively encourage our 
students  to spend  time at the weekend 
doing something that promotes good mental health and wellbeing.  This 
could be anything, from walking the dog to seeing their friends. 
 
The mental health and wellbeing of our entire school community is always 
our priority and we would like to take this opportunity to remind you to talk 
to us about any concerns you might have.  It’s so important for us all to 

talk. 
 
There are some great tips from Andrew Wright [Action Your Potential]  to 
help with some wellbeing exercises here https://
www.actionyourpotential.org/ 




