
                                                            Seaford Head School English Department Curriculum Overview 
What is our Departmental Intent: 
KS3 –  

 To develop further the skills learnt in KS2 in literacy, reading and writing and oracy to develop confident communicators. 

  To introduce students to a variety of texts from different cultures, periods and genres including a variety of poetry, novels 
and non – fiction texts.  

 To develop students’ ability to write in a variety of different text formats and for a variety of different audiences and 
purposes.  

 To prepare students for the rigours of KS4 
KS4 - 

 To develop further the skills learnt in KS3 in literacy, reading and writing and oracy to develop articulate and independent 
communicators. 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of key literary genres and significance of context.  

 To develop the skills to analyse language and structure in depth in different contexts. 

 To build resilience in preparation for post 16 options including KS5, Apprenticeships and the world of work. 
KS5 –  

 To develop critical analysis and evaluative skills to develop sophisticated, perceptive and eloquent lines of argument.  

 To develop an appreciation of a variety of literary texts and genres from across the literary canon.  

 To develop an appreciation of linguistic and stylistic devices used in a variety of contexts to explore the writers’ intended 
meanings in both fiction and non-fiction.  

 To prepare students with the critical skills required for post 18 studies and the world of work. 
 
          



                                                            Seaford Head School English Department Curriculum Overview 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum in English to ensure that all pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding  

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing 
and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and 
audiences  

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas  
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and 

participating in debate. 
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Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Provisional 
Events 

  
Yr 8 Exam 

 
Yr 10 Exam 

Yr 11 Exam (23rd Nov) 
 

Yr 13 Exam 

Yr 7 Exam (Writing) 
 

Yr 9 Exam 
 

Year 11 Exam (1st Feb) 
 

Yr 7 Exam (Reading) 
Yr 8 Exam  

 
 
 
 

Year 13 Exam 

 
 

Yr 9 Exam 
 

Yr 11 GCSE 
 

Yr 13 A Levels 

 
 
 

Yr 10 Exam 
 

Yr 12 Exam 

7 Private Peaceful 
 
 
Assessment: Reading 
Year 7 students familiar 
with Michael Morpurgo. 
Good for context. 

Poetry from different 
cultures 
 
Assessment: Reading 
Exposing students to a 
range of cultures and 
themes. Opportunities 
for developing oracy. 

Creative writing 
(tie in with 500 words – 
deadline March) 
Assessment : Exam 
Time to refocus on the 
skills learnt in KS2. To 
raise the profile of 
competition writing. 

Shakespeare  
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
 
Assessment: Exam Character 
Reading 

Introduce students to 
studying Shakespeare. 
Developing their 
analytical skills from 
Term 1.  

Non Fiction 
Topic -  ‘Environment’ 
 
End of Year Exam: 
Reading and Writing 
Introduction to 
language skills required 
for GCSE. Cultural 
transmission. 

TBC – Refugee Boy 
 
 
Assessment: Reading 
To introduce students to 
the study of texts from 
other cultures: cultural 
diversity.  

8 Of Mice and Men  
 
 
Assessment: Reading 
Opportunity to discuss 
other cultures and 
themes. Cultural 
transmission. Accessible 
language. 

Poetry -Romantics & 
Modern 
 
Assessment: Exam 
Reading 
Introducing students to 
poets they would meet in 
KS4 to develop their love 
of poetry. 

Creative writing 
(tie in with 500 words – 
deadline March) 
Assessment: Writing 
Time to revise the skills 
learnt in KS2. To raise 
the profile of 
competition writing. 

Shakespeare 
Romeo and Juliet 
 
Assessment: Theme 
Reading Exam 

To develop students 
understanding of 
studying Shakespeare. To 
develop their analytical 
skills from Term 1 using 
Shakespeare. 

Non Fiction 
Topic - ‘Travel and 
Tourism’ 
 
Reading and Writing 
To continue to develop 
analytical and writing 
language skills required 
for GCSE.  

Oliver Twist –  
Extracts 
 
Assessment: Reading 
To develop students’ 
understanding of Victorian 
contextual information 
from KS2 studies. 

9 Animal Farm 
   
 
Assessment: Reading 
Opportunity to develop 
key reading and analysis 
skills of canonical 
literature. Language and 
thematic content 
developing to a GCSE 
level.  

Non Fiction Reading and 
Writing 
 
Assessment: Writing 
Introducing students to 
reading a variety of 
writing styles from a 
range of writers and 
non-fiction writing 
forms. Students will 
write their own.  

Conflict Unit 
 
 
Assessment: Exam 
To introduce students to 
the importance of WW1 
poetry and other texts. 
Students develop reading 
and analysis skills.  

Fiction Reading and 
Writing: Dystopia 
 
Assessment: Reading 
 
To introduce students to 
the dystopian theme. 
Students develop their 
own writing style. 

Macbeth 
 
 
Assessment: Exam 
To introduce the plot, 
characters and theme 
of Macbeth. To get 
used to the language of 
Macbeth with some 
deeper level of study. 
Prep for analysis. 

The Woman in Black Play 
 
Assessment: Writing 
To introduce students to the 
genre of the gothic (for ACC) 
whilst using the form of a 
play (for AIC). Students to 
enjoy the challenging text. 
Students to show knowledge 
of conventions in their own 
writing. 
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10 An Inspector Calls 

Creative Writing 
 
Assessment: Reading 
 
Students to study AIC 
first – accessible for all 
and enjoyable. 
Maintains challenge 
through extended 
writing. Students to 
develop and explore own 
writing style through 
stories. 

A Christmas Carol 
Transactional Writing 
 
Assessment: Exam 
 
To be reintroduced to the 
Victorian era through 
study of A Christmas 
Carol. Language 
exploration and 
extended writing 
explored. 

Poetry (Nature) 
And something else? 
 
Assessment: Reading 
 
To explore poetry from 
the anthology to do with 
Nature. Developing 
knowledge of the 
Romantic movement in 
literature. 

Macbeth 
 
 
Assessment: Reading 
 
To develop their 
understanding of 
Shakespeare’s work 
through a deeper level of 
study through Macbeth. 

Poetry (Love and 
Relationships) 
and something else? 
 
Assessment: Mocks 
 
To investigate how love 
and relationships are 
explored through 
poetry. Discussion of 
the sonnet form and 
the power of poetry. 

Speaking and Listening  
Assessment: Exam 
 
Yr 11 Transition 
Assessment: S&L Exam 
 
Develops students 
independence and 
resilience. Develops their 
ability to speak in front of 
an audience. Life skill.  

11 Language Comp 2  
An Inspector Calls 
Macbeth 
 
 
2020-21 only -  
Macbeth in detail 
W2 – Extract 
W5 - Essay 
Anthology Poetry 
W6 – Single Poem? 
W7 – Single Poem + 
Comparison (L+LS) 
 
 
Intervention: Poetry 
Anthology 

Language Comp 1  
A Christmas Carol 
Poetry Anthology 
Mock Exam (Nov) 
 
20-21 only – which 
mock? Lang? 
October Language until 
Mock P1 + P2 
 
An Inspector Calls 
A Christmas Carol 
 
 
 
Intervention: 
Transactional Writing 

Unseen Poetry 
Macbeth 
Never Let Me Go 
Mock exam (Feb) (Lang) 
 
20-21 only -  
(Feb mock) Literature? 
 
Macbeth  
Anthology 
Unseen 
 
 
 
 
Intervention: Stories  

Revision Unit 
 
 
 
 
20-21 only 
Poetry Anthology 
Working document 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intervention: Poetry 

Revision Unit 
Walking Talking Mock 
GCSE 
 
 
20-21 only 
Walking Talking Mock 
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Year 12 Schemes of Work 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

AQA English 
Literature (7717) 

Introduction to Keats 
and tragedy 

 
To introduce students to 
key conventions of 
tragedy for Paper 1: 
Aspects of Tragedy.  
To build on knowledge 
of Keats poetry from 
GCSE. 

 

‘Keats’ Poetry (AQA 
Anthology) 

 
To develop knowledge 
and understanding of 
Keats from Term 1. 
To apply concepts and 
ideas/conventions of 
tragedy explored in term 
1 to Keats’ poetry. 

‘Death of a Salesman’ 
(Miller) 

 
To develop application 
of themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to the 
Tragic genre from Term 
1. 

‘Othello’ 
(Shakespeare) 

 
To develop application 
of themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest 
writing from Term 1. 
To develop learners’ 
understanding and 
appreciation of 
Shakespearean tragedy 
after GCSE study 
(Macbeth). 

‘Othello’ 
(Shakespeare) 

 
To develop application 
of themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest 
writing from Term 1. 
To develop learners’ 
understanding and 
appreciation of 
Shakespearean tragedy 
after GCSE study 
(Macbeth). 

Exam Preparation 
(+NEA Duffy and 

Feminism) 
 

MOCK EXAMS 
 

To provide students with 
an opportunity to 
consolidate their 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
tragedy and associated 
concepts/issues and 
ideas studied in Year 
One. 

Introduction to 
Political Themes and 

Unseen 
 

To acquire an 
understanding of the 
concepts underpinning 
Paper 2: Social and 
Political Protest Writing. 

William Blake and 
Pastoral Analysis 

 
To further develop 
learners’ understanding 
of Blake from GCSE. 
To apply conventions, 
concepts, and ideas to 
Blake’s poetry.  
To introduce students to 
literary criticism: 
ecocriticism.  

‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ 
(Atwood) 

 
To develop application 
of themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest 
writing from Term 1.  
To develop learners’ 
appreciation and 
understanding of critical 
perspectives: feminism.  

‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ 
(Atwood) / ‘The Kite 
Runner’ (Hosseini) 

 
To develop application 
of themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest 
writing from Term 1. 
To begin developing an 
understanding of 
connections between 
texts exploring the same 
theme. 
To develop learners’ 
appreciation and 
understanding of critical 
perspectives: Marxist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘The Kite Runner’ 
(Hosseini) 

 
To develop application 
of themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest 
writing from Term 1. 
To consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of various 
critical perspectives 
(Marxism, feminism, 
ecocriticism) and their 
application to literary 
texts. 

Exam Preparation 
(+NEA Novel Study) 

 
MOCK EXAMS 

 
To provide students with 
an opportunity to 
consolidate their 
knowledge and 
understanding of Social 
and Political protest 
writing and associated 
concepts/issues and 
ideas studied in Year 
One. 
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AQA English Language 
(7702) 

Bridging Unit 
(Introduction to 

Frameworks) 
 

To reintroduce learners 
to language terminology 
explored and studied in 
their GCSE study.  
To reintroduce learners 
to a variety of non-
fiction texts to build 
upon some of the skills 
of analysis at GCSE. 
 

Introduction to 
Sociolinguistics 

(Idiolect/Sociolect, 
and Language and 

Occupation) 
 

To begin getting 
students to reflect on 
their own use of 
language (language and 
the individual) and their 
own exposure to 
language in various 
contexts.  

Sociolinguistics 
(Language and 

Gender, Occupation, 
Ethnicity) 

 
To continue to get 
students to reflect on 
their language use and 
that of others around 
them. 
To introduce relevant 
concepts and theories 
associated with topical 
areas in English 
Language.  

Child Language 
Acquisition (CLA) 

(Spoken) 
 

Introduce students to 
spoken language 
acquisition. 
To continue to get 
students to reflect on 
their own language 
development. 
To develop an 
understanding of key 
theories and concepts 
associated with 
language acquisition.   

Child Language 
Acquisition (CLA) 

(Written) 
 

Introduce students to 
written language 
acquisition. 
To continue to get 
students to reflect on 
their own language 
development. 
To develop an 
understanding of key 
theories and concepts 
associated with 
language acquisition.   

Exam Preparation and 
Revision of Year 1 

 
MOCK EXAMS 

 
To consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of topics, 
theories, concepts and 
issues relating to Paper 
1 of the A Level. 

Introduction to 
Spoken Language 

 
To introduce learners to 
language terminology 
and relevant theories 
associated with spoken 
discourses.  

Language: Meanings 
and Representations 

 
To apply linguistic 
terminology and 
concepts learnt in term 1 
to a range of non-fiction 
material in order to 
develop their 
understanding of 

linguistic analysis.  

Language: Meanings 
and Representations 

Accents and Dialect 
(Regional Variation) 

 
To continue working on 
the theme of language 
and the individual 
explored in term 2. 
To apply some of the 
concepts studied in term 
1 (spoken language) to 
texts exploring variation 
in accent and dialect.  

Political Correctness 
(PC) and Language 

Language and 
Technology 

 
To continue to get 
students to reflect on 
their language use and 
that of others around 
them, exploring the 
notion of Political 
Correctness. 
To introduce relevant 
concepts and theories 
associated with topical 
areas in English 
Language. 

NEA: Original Writing 
 

Reintroduce students to 
creative writing skills 
developed during GCSE 
studies.  
Use linguistic 
frameworks, concepts, 
and theories studied 
throughout Year 1. 
Develop learners’ ability 
to analyse language 
using appropriate 
terminology.  

NEA: Reflective 
Commentary 

(+Revision of Year 1) 
 

MOCK EXAMS 
 

To provide students an 
opportunity to develop 
analytical writing and to 
use linguistic 
terminology taught 
during Year 1. 
To consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of topics, 
theories, concepts and 
issues relating to Paper 
1 of the A Level.  
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AQA English Language 
and Literature (7707) 

Introduction to the 
Frameworks 

 
To reintroduce learners 
to language terminology 
explored and studied in 
their GCSE study.  

 

‘The Great Gatsby’ 
(Fitzgerald): Recast 
and Commentary 

 
To begin applying 
linguistic and literary 
methods learnt in term 1 
to the set text.  
To continue developing 
learners’ creative writing 
skills developed in term 
1 and GCSE. 

Introduction to 
Spoken Language 

(AQA Paris 
Anthology/’A 

Streetcar Named 
Desire’) 

 
Introduce learners to 
features of spoken 
discourses, using 
appropriate 
terminology. 
Apply terminology 
developed in term 1 and 
term 3 to analyse spoken 
discourses in Paris 
anthology.  

‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’ (Williams) and 
AQA Paris Anthology 

 
Reinforce linguistic and 
literary terminology 
explored in terms 1-3 
through close textual 
analysis. 
To develop learners’ 
knowledge and 
understanding of ‘A 
Streetcar’. 

AQA Paris Anthology 
(written and spoken 

texts) 
 

Reinforce linguistic and 
literary terminology 
explored in terms 1-3 
through close textual 
analysis. 
Explore a range of non-
fiction texts, exploring 
and developing an 
awareness of the idea of 
representation. 

 

Exam Preparation 
(+Introduction to 

NEA) 
 

MOCK EXAMS 
 

To consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of topics, 
theories, concepts and 
issues. 

Introduction to 
Literature and Re-

Casting 
 

Introducing learners to 
literature and skills of 
analysis at advanced 
level. 
To reintroduce learners 
to creative writing skills 
learnt at GCSE.  

‘The Great Gatsby’ 
(Fitzgerald) 

 
To enable learners to 
develop the analysis 
skills learnt in term 1 
and GCSE. 
To begin applying 
linguistic and literary 
methods learnt in term 1 
to the set text.  
To continue developing 
learners’ creative writing 
skills developed in term 
1 and GCSE.  

‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’ (Williams) 

 
To introduce learners to 
the dramatic form, 
reintroducing analysis 
skills developed at GCSE 
(AIC) and terms 1 and 2. 
Begin exploring the 
significance of 
contextual factors on 
meaning and 
characterization.  

‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’ (Williams) 

 
Continue developing 
learners’ awareness and 
understanding of the 
play ‘A Streetcar’, 
applying critical theory 
and linguistic and 
literary methods (from 
terms 1-3) to the text. 

AQA Poetic Voices 
Anthology (Duffy) 

 
Reinforce linguistic and 
literary terminology 
explored in terms 1-3 
through close textual 
analysis. 
To reintroduce and 
develop learners’ skills of 
poetry analysis 
developed at GCSE. 
To develop an 
understanding of Duffy, 
building upon 
knowledge from GCSE 
study.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Exam Preparation (+ 
AQA Poetic Voices 

Anthology) 
MOCK EXAMS 

 
To consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of topics, 
theories, concepts and 
issues. 
To continue developing 
the skills of poetry 
analysis introduced in 
term 5. 
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Year 13 Schemes of Work 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

AQA English 
Literature (7717) 

NEA: Duffy and 
Feminism  

 
To extend and develop 
learners’ knowledge and 
understanding of critical 
perspectives, as 
developed in Year 1. 
To apply the skills of 
literary analysis to 
poetic texts, using skills 
developed in Year 1.  

Revision of Keats’ 
Poetry 

 
To extend learners’ 
knowledge and 
understanding of Keats 
from Year 1. 
To develop application 
of concepts and 
ideas/conventions of 
tragedy explored in Year 
1 to Keats’ poetry. 
Writing of examination 
response to Keats, 
incorporating key skills 
and concepts.  

‘Death of a Salesman’ 
(Miller) and ‘Othello’ 

(Shakespeare) 
 

To develop a secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of ‘Death 
of a Salesman’ and 
confident application of 
themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to the 
Tragic genre explored in 
Year 1. 
Writing of examination 
response to ‘DoaS’, 
incorporating key skills 
and concepts. 

 

‘Othello’ 
(Shakespeare) 

 
To develop a secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
‘Othello’ and confident 
application of themes, 
concepts, and issues 
relating to the Tragic 
genre explored in Year 1. 
Writing of examination 
response to ‘Othello’, 
incorporating key skills 
and concepts. 

 

Revision of Paper 1  
(incl. Exam Practice) 

 
To provide students with 
an opportunity to 
consolidate their 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
tragedy and associated 
concepts/issues and 
ideas studied in both 
Years 12 and 13. 
Develop critical 
awareness in order to 
write successfully on all 
three texts in Paper 1: 
Aspects of Tragedy. 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
 

Paper 1: 2.5 hours 
Paper 2: 3 hours 

NEA: The Novel  
 

To extend and develop 
learners’ knowledge and 
understanding of critical 
perspectives, as 
developed in Year 1. 
To apply the skills of 
literary analysis to 
narrative texts, using 
skills developed in Year 
1. 

William Blake ‘Songs 
of Innocence and 

Experience’ + Unseen 
 

To consolidate and 
secure learners’ 
knowledge and 
understanding of Blake. 
To apply conventions, 
concepts, and ideas to 
Blake’s poetry 
confidently and securely 
in order to answer 
examination questions.  
To develop 
understanding of 
ecocriticism.   

‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ 
(Atwood) 

 
To consolidate and 
secure knowledge and 
understanding of the 
themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest 
writing from Year 1 and 
the whole novel.  
To secure learners’ 
appreciation and 
understanding of critical 
perspectives and their 
application to literary 
texts. 

‘The Kite Runner’ 
(Hosseini) 

 
To consolidate and 
secure knowledge and 
understanding of the 
themes, concepts, and 
issues relating to Social 
and Political Protest and 
the whole novel. 
To consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of various 
critical perspectives 
(Marxism, feminism, 
ecocriticism) and their 
application to literary 
texts. 

Revision of Paper 2 
(incl. Exam Practice) 

 
To provide students with 
an opportunity to 
consolidate their 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
Political and social 
protest writing and 
associated 
concepts/issues and 
ideas studied in both 
Years 12 and 13. 
Develop critical 
awareness in order to 
write successfully on all 
three texts in Paper 2: 
Political and Social 
Protest writing. . 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
 

Paper 1: 2.5 hours 
Paper 2: 3 hours 
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AQA English Language 
(7702) 

NEA: The Language 
Investigation 

 
To begin researching 
processes of data 
collection and report 
writing. 
To begin investigating 
language use in context, 
based on the learners’ 
interests. 
To apply the linguistic 
methods explored in 
Year 1 to investigate 
language use.  

NEA: The Language 
Investigation 

Revision of Paper 1 
Mock Exams 

 
To develop learners’ 
ability to investigate 
language use in context, 
based on the learners’ 
interests. 
To apply the linguistic 
methods explored in 
Year 1 to investigate 
language use. 
To synthesise ideas and 
methods used in two bits 
of data to draw 
conclusions about 
language use in 
particular contexts.  

Introduction to 
Language Discourses  

 
Introduce learners to 
discourses exploring 
issues surrounding 
language, usually those 
studied in Years 1 and 
terms 1 and 2. 
To use linguistic 
methods developed 
throughout the course to 
analyse language 
discourses.  

Language Discourses 
(Analysis of Language 

Discourses) 
 

Mock Exams 
 

To develop learners’ 
knowledge and 
understanding of various 
discourses exploring 
issues surrounding 
language, usually those 
studied in Years 1 and 
terms 1 and 2. 
To develop application 
of linguistic methods 
developed throughout 
the course to analyse 
language discourses. 

Revision of Paper 1 
(Language: Meanings 
and Representations 

and CLA) 
 

To consolidate the 
knowledge and 
understanding of skills, 
theories and concepts 
associated with Paper 1: 
Language, the 
Individual, and Society. 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
 

Paper 1: 2.5 hours 
Paper 2: 2.5 hours 


