
12 February 2021  Term 3 Week 6 
Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
As we reach the end of term, we can reflect on a really 
positive start to 2021. The uncertainty associated with 
lockdown can cause a considerable amount of 
anxiety but staff, students and their families have 
worked together to ensure that for the vast majority of 
our children, the move to remote learning has been 
seamless. We are all desperate to return to the school 
environment as quickly as possible, but we can 
console ourselves with the knowledge that we are 
making the best of a difficult situation. We have worked extremely hard to 
ensure that all students have access to the appropriate ICT support and I 
would once again like to offer our huge thanks to members of our 
community who have donated devices. It speaks volumes about how 
members of our community value education and support its young 
people. The feedback that we have received regarding the current 
arrangements has been overwhelmingly positive and Mr Waite has acted 
on of the suggestions that we received from the student and parents/
carers surveys. If you do have any concerns regarding the quality of 
remote teaching, Mr Waite can be contacted through his email address 
jonwaite@seafordhead.org . If you have more general concerns regarding 
how your child is managing lockdown, please contact their Director of 
Learning.  
The school will take responsibility for track and trace procedures for the 
first part of the half term break for students who have been on site. It’s 
vital that we have up to date email/telephone contact details for all 
parents/carers. If your details have changed recently please notify the 
office. If you have a positive case in your household and your child has 
been on site, please contact the school through head@seafordhead.org 
and we will notify public Health England and follow up with any identified 
“close contacts”. We will be sending out a reminder with more details to 
those students who have been on site this week. 
I am writing my contribution to this just before our Parent Council meeting 
on Thursday evening. These meetings are a great way of maintaining the 
home – school partnership and will provide parents/carers the opportunity 
to outline how remote learning is being managed from their perspective.  
The government is due to review the current lockdown restrictions on the 
22nd February and I would hope to be able to update parents/carers as 
soon as possible after that. We are hoping to receive confirmation that 
schools can re - open to all students on the 8th March. 
I am sure that some of you are aware that the communication from our 
Student Council regarding their consultation on our four House names 
has caused something of a media storm. It’s very important that our 
students have a forum for making a meaningful contribution to the 
values and vision of their school and it’s impressive that they take this 
responsibility so seriously. The Student Council was largely responsible 
for introduction of the House System 4 years ago and they believe that it 
was time to refresh these arrangements and re – introduce local place 
names/landmarks so that we are rooted in our local community. I know 
that the council have already been challenged by other students for 
presenting an unbalanced and negative view of Churchill and Rowling in 
their communication. We are all aware that Winston Churchill was an 
outstanding war time leader and JK Rowling is not only an amazing 
author but also a champion for feminism. No human being is without 
flaws however and students rightly question whether the four figures 
(Nightingale, Mandela, Rowling and Churchill) should be held up as 
“perfect icons”. We will continue to celebrate their individual 
achievements as role models to engage and inspire our students across 
all four houses, irrespective of the outcome of the consultation. The 
council’s overarching point that the use of any current celebrities or 
historical figures as figureheads can cause division has, to a large extent, 
been proved by the vitriolic exchanges that we have seen in the 
comment sections of various media outlets in the last week. Unfortunately, 

the coverage in the press was inaccurate and erroneously reported that 
this was all about attacking two individuals whose achievements and 
contribution to society are regularly celebrated at Seaford Head. The 
feedback that has been received from our students and their families has 
been far more considered and thoughtful than what has been shared 
across the media. It will not be straightforward for the Student Council to 
find a consensus that the whole student body can support but it’s vital 
that all students have the opportunity to engage in the democratic 
process; an ideal that Churchill and other members of his generation 
fought so bravely to uphold during the Second World War.   
 
Headteacher’s Stars of the Week:  
Ellen Jones Mandela and Jaeli Tan Churchill – Can do attitude 
key 
 
I wanted to recognize the efforts of two students who 
have responded fantastically well to the challenges 
presented by lockdown. Mr Messer has been 
continually impressed by the quality of Ellen’s work in 
English. It is not just the quality of her responses, it is 
also her willingness to go the extra mile to make 
sure her work is special. This is perfectly illustrated by 
the outstanding artwork that accompanies her 
English work included in this newsletter. 
Jaeli displayed her creativity by using the recent 
snowy weather to create a Henry VIII snowman. This 
was a very clever way of incorporating history into 
some outdoor learning and made the whole of the 
History Department smile. By being so creative, both 
Ellen and Jaeli are enriching their education and 
deepening their understanding. These are just two 
examples of how students in every year group are 
responding so positively to the challenge of home – 
learning. 
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Well done Jaeli Tan  
This is Henry The Blob - he wears a Christian cross necklace because he 
is Catholic. He's a replica of the historical figure, King Henry VIII of 
England. Henry especially well-known and famous for having his six 
wives. He reigned from 1509 to his death in 1547. 

Amazing Work by Ellen Jones 
 
This is Ellen’s English work who has worked extremely hard through 
remote learning. Mr Messer thinks you are an absolute legend Ellen!  

 
Sophie Geering has her Mojo back! And a Beautiful piece of art by 
Rudy Clemente. 
OUTSTANDING work by you both!  
 
 
 
 

 

The essential, user-friendly, guide to issues and controversies for students with 
articles on Issues: 

Alcohol, drugs & smoking, Animals, Body image, Britain & its citizens, Bullying, 
Disability, Education, Environment, Equality, Ethics, Family & relationships, Finance, 
Food & drink, Gender, Health, Internet & media, Law & order, Religion, Science & 

technology, Sport & leisure, Travel & transport, War & conflict, Wider world, 
Work.  Lots of information too on Mental Health and Internet Safety  

Log in to COMPLETE ISSUES https://www.completeissues.co.uk/  for free 

esources using our school Username- "LRCstatisticsresource"  

Password- "seahorse"  

All information is on the LRC and Careers sharepoint page   

https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/sites/SeafordHead/Students/

LRCCareers/ 

Working From Home Superstars! 

https://www.completeissues.co.uk/
https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/sites/SeafordHead/Students/LRCCareers/
https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/sites/SeafordHead/Students/LRCCareers/
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We’ve had such a good response to our challenges last year and so are 

continuing this year.  

The February challenge is open to children and adults. There is a prize 

token for children £10 and £15 for adults.  

The challenge is to draw or paint your pet or favourite animal . 

Please send images of your artworks via email via cryptbook-

ings3@gmail.com and we will put them on our website/social media.  

The closing date is 22 February and we will announce the winners at the 

end of the month. 
 

Entries will be published on the website as they are received so you can 

check to see how the challenge is progressing .  
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