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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
 

GCSE CURRICULUM PATHWAY EVENING FOR YOUR CHILD’S GCSE CHOICES, 
Thursday 6 February 2020 

 
This term your child will be guided in their Key Stage 4 GCSE pathway. 
 
I would like to invite you to attend the GCSE Curriculum Pathway Evening on Thursday 6 
February 2020 at the Arundel Road Site.  The evening will include a presentation on the Key 
Stage 4 Core Curriculum, the additional curriculum pathways, an introduction to the Careers 
Services and an opportunity to discover what the study of particular subjects and courses actually 
involves.  I really urge you to attend this important evening. 
 
The next few weeks are very important and we will do our best to ensure that the aspirations and 
needs of each individual are met.  All students will receive careers advice in school.  
 
If you wish to find out further subject/course information, it would be helpful if you would visit the 
relevant departments. Each subject will be represented by a member of the department and a 
Key Stage 4 student who will be able to answer particular questions you may have on the 
courses offered.  These presentations will be made in the dining hall and the Frank Price Gallery 
area of the Arundel Road Site between 6.15pm and 7.45pm.  Students must attend in full 
school uniform. 
  
Due to the large number of students in Year 8 there will be two presentations given in the hall 
which will last for approximately twenty five minutes. 
 

5.50pm For students in  8R, 8C, 8N and 8M 
6.35pm For students in  8FN, 8JR, 8NM  and 8CW 

 
 
The Year 8 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation Evening is on Thursday 23 January 2020 and 
provides you with an opportunity to discuss progress in current subject areas.   
 
Please find attached the Curriculum Pathway Form for your child.  All the subject information for 
the Curriculum Pathways will be placed on the school website from Tuesday 21 January in the 
Parents section under Curriculum.  If you would like a paper copy please email 
reception@seafordhead.org  
 
 We cannot guarantee all the courses being offered will run.  This will depend on there being 

sufficient demand from students to run viable groups. 
 
 

mailto:reception@seafordhead.org
http://www.seafordhead.org/
mailto:Twitter-@Seaford_Head
mailto:reception@seafordhead.org


 
 
 
 

 We will look closely at the choices being made by each individual student. Many students will 
have a short interview with a senior member of staff after the curriculum planning deadline.  If 
we believe a student wishes to follow a course in which they are unlikely to succeed, we will 
inform you and discuss possible alternatives. 

 
The deadline for the return of the completed GCSE Curriculum Pathway Form is Friday 14 
February 2020 at 9.00am.  Forms should be returned to Student Services on the Steyne Road 
Site. It is really important that this deadline is met to ensure your child gets the best chance of 
studying the curriculum they wish.  Students who do not return the form by this time may find they 
are disadvantaged in their choices as we start to process the information immediately. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you on Thursday 6 February 2020. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Headteacher 



GCSE Curriculum Pathway Introduction 

 
The Department of Education expects all children to have a broad and balanced 
curriculum at Key Stage 4.  They expect at least 70% of children to take a language, a 
humanities and a creative subject as well as undertaking the core subjects (Mathematics, 
English, Science, RS, PSHE and IT).  Seaford Head School’s Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
ensures that our students are challenged whatever their ability. 
 
The preference of subjects should be made on the basis of ability, aptitude and 
developing aspirations.  If in doubt, students and parents are advised to discuss the 
suitability of each option with the Subject Teachers and the Directors of Learning.  We 
also plan to interview students, where necessary, to ensure that they have made the 
appropriate choices. 
 

What are the different qualifications? 
 

1. General Certificate of Education  ( GCSE) 
 

GCSEs have changed and will be based on a numerical scale from 9-1, with 9 being the 
highest.  Seven is equivalent to a current A grade.  Five is equivalent to a top C grade in 
the new GCSEs.  In some subjects, the teacher will have to decide upon a tier of entry 
which will set a ceiling of achievement.  Mathematics, for example, is tiered.  It is vital that 
students work to the best of their ability from the start of Year 9, as the decision that 
teachers make will be based on attainment and progress. 
 

GCSEs are based mainly on examinations, with few controlled assessments.  All 
examinations will be taken in the summer of Year 11. 
 
2. BTEC  
 
BTECs are vocational qualifications.  They provide a more practical, real world approach 
to learning and skills development, alongside a key theoretical background.  School-
based BTECs are at Level 2 and Level 1.  The BTEC qualifications are worth one GCSE 
pass.  There is only one external examined component.  The rest of the qualifications are 
assessed through assignments.   
 
3. NCFE 
 
NCFE is equivalent to one GCSE and aids the development of personal learning and 
thinking skills. Assessment of the course centres around project and themed based work 
and students create a portfolio of evidence and take an external written examination. 
 
4. Cambridge National Certificate 
 

Cambridge Nationals are vocational qualifications, equivalent to GCSEs, for 14–16 year 
olds. Recognised on performance tables, each qualification goes from Level 1 to 2. They 



provide an excellent foundation for progression to Cambridge Technical and other Level 
3 vocational qualifications as well as A Levels and apprenticeships  
  
 

What do I do if I need more information? 
 

I hope that the online content, this letter, and the GCSE Curriculum Pathway Evening for 
your Child’s GCSE Choices on Thursday 6 February 2020, will answer all of your 
questions but, if this is not the case, please do not hesitate to contact Dr Wallace or Mrs 
Mathew, at the school, to discuss any matters concerning this procedure. 
 
 
How important are the English Baccalaureate Subjects? 
 

The current Government is placing a huge emphasis on the English Baccalaureate. 
Students are said to have this if they achieve a grade 5 or above in each of the following 
GCSE courses: English, English Literature, Maths, Two Sciences (including Computer 
Science), Geography or History and a Foreign Language.  For students who are aspiring 
to University, having these qualifications may prove very important in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


