
13 November 2020 Term 2 Week 2 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

Wednesday was Armistice Day and the whole 
community showed their respect with a two minute 
silence; 1 minute for those who returned and 1 minute 
for the fallen.  Although we couldn’t come together in 
our usual way as a whole school community, we were 
still able to reflect on the sacrifices service men and 
women have made on our behalf.  A huge thank you 
to Mr Hyland and Mrs Killick who decorated our 
commemorative garden to mark this occasion. 

 

Last week, Mr Purdey sent out an audit to identify the level of access 
Seaford Head School students have to ICT devices.  This is to ensure that 
we are fully prepared in the event of a full lockdown and ensure that the 
transition from on-site learning to remote studying is as seamless as 
possible.  We are obviously hopeful that a full lockdown will not be 
necessary but it will help us to target support to individual families who 
have to self-isolate and is part of the whole school drive to promote 
independent study.  Please ensure that this information is returned to the 
school as quickly as possible.  

 

Since we returned to school after the half-term holiday, there have not 
been any more confirmed Covid–19 cases.  From speaking to individual 
parents/carers, I know that there was a sense of frustration that for the 
cases over half term, I could not be more specific than stating that it was 
members of the ‘school community’ who were affected.  Although I would 
like to be precise, we are not allowed to give information about 
individuals who test positive and Public Health England has reiterated to 
us that patient confidentiality is paramount.  I can assure you, however, 
that if a student is considered a close contact, they [and you] will be 
informed directly and promptly.  We provide PHE with a thorough analysis 
of seating plans, questioning of relevant staff members, the individual 
and, if the case relates to a student, their parents/carers.  We also provide 
information about unstructured times.  This means that, unless you are 
contacted by the school, you can be reassured that your child has not 
been considered a close contact under the criteria from PHE. 

 

Next week is Anti–bullying Week and the theme for this is ‘United Against 
Bullying’.  It is very important that this is viewed as a school–wide issue, 
as every member of our community has a role to play in challenging 
bullying.  When a bystander allows a bullying incident to take place 
without taking action, they are, in effect, condoning it.  By ‘uniting’ as a 
community, we can reinforce the message that bullying will not be 
tolerated in our school.  If ever students witness an incident that they do 
not know how to address, they should report it immediately to Student 
Services; through working together we can eradicate bullying. 

 

Our Year 10 students have really impressed me with the way in which 
they have approached their examinations this week and it’s apparent that 
they are determined to achieve to the highest possible grades.   From 23 
November, it is our Year 11s who will be sitting their mock examinations 
in the school sports hall.  As well as providing the opportunity to test the 
effectiveness of their revision strategy, it will also give them the chance to 
familiarise themselves with the arrangements that will be in place for their 
final GCSE examinations in the summer. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 

Megan Curran:  Nightingale House – Can do Attitude Key 

Many of you will be well aware that Megan 
is a very talented football player.  She has 
moved into her final year with Brighton’s 
Under 16s and is already training and 
playing with the adult reserve team.  Over the 
summer, she received international 
recognition when she was selected for a 
Wales training camp but, sadly, this was 
cancelled as a result of covid restrictions.  It is 
obviously the stuff of dreams and alongside 
all this, she manages the demands of her 
studies, approaching her school work in a 
conscientious and focused manner.  It always impresses me that it is 
often our supremely talented students who display the most humility.  
Megan personifies the positive way in which our Year 11s have 
approached school and managed lockdown generally.  

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 

 

Zachary Adeniji 

Lily Carter 

For OUTSTANDING work in Art! 

For amazing Scroll Saw skills 
and accurately following the 
wooden pull along car design! 

Year 8  Anna Rass-Barnstedt 

For contributing ideas at such 
high level about Romanticism. A 
very diligent and fantastic 
student! 

Year 9  Freddie Sharpe 

For engagement and positive 
contributions to class 
discussions in English. 

Year 10 Emilia Hutchison  

For putting in 100% in her 
English and showing a great 
attitude! 

Year 11 Jack Merryweather  

For a new found focus and can 
do attitude and not giving up, 
trying hard to make the most 
out of Year 11! 

Directors of Learning Stars  



 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Remembrance Sunday/Remembrance Day 

All over the country, services were held recently in order to commemorate 
Remembrance Sunday.  This included services within Seaford, as can be 
seen from the images below. 

One of the students who helped to commemorate this event was Dylan 
Tuppen-Drummond-Hay from Year 7.  He attended a service in Seaford as 
part of his local scouts group, receiving compliments from another Scout 
Leader on his high levels of respect for those who lost their lives during the 
war.  He epitomises the level of respect that we regularly encourage here 
at Seaford Head School, levels of respect that were also on display on 
Remembrance Day last Wednesday.  There was a special presentation for 
all classes on Remembrance Day, one that highlighted the meaning of the 
day and how the money raised by the sale of poppies benefits past and 
present soldiers within the UK.  Students then perfectly observed a two-
minute silence at 11.00am, while numerous members of staff and 
hundreds of students also displayed their respect through the wearing of 
poppies. 

Year 7 recently took part in the Next 
Steps to Secondary School Challenge.  

Organised by Living Streets, the 
students were encouraged to 
complete as many challenges as they 
could on their journey to school. 
Challenges included ‘Have a phone 
free journey’, ‘Make a walk to school 
playlist’ and ‘Ditch the ride half way 
and walk the rest’.  

Love to Shop vouchers were 
supplied by Living Streets. 
£25 was won by Emily Nash, 
£15 went to Tom Egan and 
Vinnie Mellows won £10. 
Congratulations!  7C won the 
tin of chocolates for being the 
Tutor Group with the most 
participants.  

Well done to everyone who 

took part. 

 

The Amazing Year 7! 

Year 7 students are blazing a trail this term when it comes to Achievement 
Points, having recently passed the 10,000 points mark. 

7M lead the way with regard to achievement, having recorded more than 
1,600 points, with the other form groups in close pursuit. 

Three students have just achieved their 100th achievement point, which so 
early in their time here at Seaford Head School, is quite an achievement. 

Congratulations to Oscar Cao, Nia Waite and Larissa Hardy for their 
fantastic efforts within lessons and at home, when completing high quality 
homework.  All three students should be extremely proud of their efforts 
and high standards 

I would be very surprised if other students weren’t to follow them past the 
100 point mark in the coming weeks, with Year 7 students working hard 
within each and every lesson to progress their learning. 

 

Year Group Attendance Weeks 1-15: 7 September—6 November 2020  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

96.2% 93.6% 92% 92.7% 94.6% 95.3% 94.7% 

93.8% Overall Average Year 7-11 

Attendance   
Our Attendance Target for Years 7 to 11 has been set at 97%. 

Teachers and members of the support staff work hard to encourage 
students and their families to achieve the 97% target and we reward 
students for 100% attendance on a weekly and termly basis.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Absence Line  

If your child is absent, please ensure that you phone the absence line 

on 01323-872728 by 9.00am, as this will avoid receiving an 

unnecessary call from our Absence Officer. 
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Good attendance means. . .  
Being at school at least 96% of the time, or 180 – 190 days  

Did you know there are 365 days in a calendar year? 

175 of these days are not school days! 

0 days  
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190 days of 
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100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

Best chances of success Less chances of success Reduces life choices 

“Well done!” “I’m worried” “I’m seriously concerned”  

Did you know a two week holiday in term-time means 

the highest attendance a you can achieve is 94.7%? 

BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE BY TRYING TO ATTEND SCHOOL EVERYDAY!BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE BY TRYING TO ATTEND SCHOOL EVERYDAY!  


