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Minimum entry requirements

Grade 5 in GCSE English Language.



What will I study?

Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society – 40%

• Meanings and Representations

• Child Language Acquisition (Spoken and Written)

Paper 2: Language Diversity – 40%

• History of the English Language

• Language Change

• Language Variation (accent and dialect, age, gender, 
ethnicity, occupation, sexuality, Global English)

• Language Discourses

NEA (Non-Examined Assessment) – 20%

• 1 x Language Investigation 

• 1 x Original Writing and Reflective Commentary 

Examination Board: AQA



How will I be assessed?
Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society (40%)

Section A

Textual analysis of 2 texts, exploring construction of meanings and representation, followed by 
comparison of the two texts.

Section B

Textual analysis of either spoken data or written data in relation to a statement regarding Child 
Language Acquisition.

Paper 2: Language Diversity (40%) 

Section A

An evaluative essay based on either language change or language variation, drawing upon 
theory, concepts and issues.

Section B

Comparative textual analysis of two texts about a language issue covered during the course, 
exploring how the issue is represented, followed by the writing of an opinion article based on issue, 
drawing upon the ideas/issues mentioned in the texts for Section A and your own knowledge and 
understanding. 

NEA (20%)

1 x Language Investigation (based on interest of individual) (2000 words)

1 x Original Writing and Reflective Commentary (1500 words total)



Course Contacts:

Mr B Messer (Head of English)

BenMesser@seafordhead.org

Mr D Martin (2i/c of English)

DanielMartin@seafordhead.org

mailto:BenMesser@seafordhead.org
mailto:DanielMartin@seafordhead.org


Why should I take this subject?
English Language at A level is different to GCSE English! 

Ever wondered how children learn language? Even thought 
about how and why language changes? Does an individual’s 
personal and social identity affect their use of language? Has 
Political Correctness gone too far and affected the language we 
use?

These are just some of the questions we consider in A Level English 
Language. English Language is the study of language in a variety 
of contexts, and the exploration of how context impacts 
meanings and representations. It explores some of the complex 
issues surrounding language use, development and variety, and 
encourages you to consider your own use of language and that 
other others around you. The NEA also allows you to investigate 
language use in a context that you are interested in (such as the 
language of sports commentary or language of TV chefs, for 
example), as well as allowing you to demonstrate your ability to 
use and craft language according to purpose and audience. 



Where can this subject take me?

The close analytical skills developed on this 
course, combined with the appreciation of 
language and ability to communicate effectively 
will be a real asset to jobs such as:

• Journalism

• Teaching

• Speech & Language Therapy 

• Publishing 

• Media and Communications 



What does a typical lesson look 
like?

• Recap of previously taught language terminology.

• Introduce new language terminology/theory/concepts 
relevant to the topic being explored.

• Group/pair work, exploring data and analysing the 
language used (incl. new terminology/concepts/issue).

• Whole-class discussions and debates about the data 
and/or topic/issue, formulating lines of argument and 
supporting with textual evidence.

• Exploration of example essays/paragraphs to support 
development of essay writing at A level. 

• Set a research question/topic as homework ready for 
the next lesson.



What do our students say about 
the course?

"English Language as an A level is a great choice if you are interested in 
enhancing your learning and understanding of the English Language. The A 
level is filled with interesting topics (my favourite so far being Political 
Correctness) which are able to help broaden my horizon on different views on 
a range of language topics. English Language will certainly help me get into 
Journalism. If you are interested in developing your analytical and writing skills 
and are enjoying English Language at GCSE then the A Level is a great 
choice!" O. Ayres (Year 12)

“English language is a great subject, not like GCSE at all! The teachers are so 
supportive and are always there whatever you may ask or need. The most 
interesting part of the course is how children learn language and it will help me 
to eventually be a teacher in the future. I would recommend this subject 
because it is flexible to whatever career path you choose, even if you don’t 
know yet!” L. Deighton (Year 12)



What do our students say about 
the course?

"English language is such an interesting subject! The teachers are so supportive 
and are always there for you. I chose this subject because I would like my job to 
be all about writing reviews or articles and also communicating with people in 
both written and spoken form on a daily basis - these are the essential skills that 
English language course teaches you. My favourite topic of the course so far is 
Child Language Acquisition - this topic is all about how children learn the 
language and the different stages of language development they go 
through.” E. Soloveva (Year 12)


