
27 March 2020 Term 4: Week 5  

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
To say it has been a very unusual week is an 
understatement– when I first became a teacher (many 
years ago) I never envisaged that there would be a time 
when I would be holding an assembly with a group of 
students outlining the importance of “social distancing”. In 
spite of the challenges presented by this situation, there 
have been numerous occasions when I have had cause 
to immensely proud to be part of this school community in recent weeks. 
Last week when the news of a closure was imminent and attendance 
was noticeably down, the highest quality teaching and learning was 
maintained across the school. I have also been extremely proud of the 
children of key workers who have been in school this week; they have 
been fantastic. This must be a particularly unsettling time for our children 
and it has been a genuine pleasure to spend time with them. I would 
also like to thank our key workers once again for keeping our essential 
services functioning; as a community we are immensely grateful. 

With all the focus understandably on coronavirus, other important events 
in the community have been overshadowed. March was set to be the 
fundraising month for the Mayor’s two charities. We regularly feature the 
excellent work of the Youth Counselling Project in our newsletter and the 
Mayor is also supporting the Down Syndrome Development Trust. This 
group do fantastic work in our community and on the 21st March had 
planned numerous events to raise awareness as part of the World Down 
syndrome day. Unfortunately this coincided with the national move 
towards social distancing and some of these events were put on hold; 
during this unsettling period, the work of charities such as the DSDT 
becomes more important than ever.  

I would like to commend our students for the positive way they have 
responded to the challenge of studying from home. There have inevitably 
been some teething problems (the internet is creaking under this 
unprecedented demand) but students are working hard to complete the 
engaging tasks that are being set for them. Mr Waite is available 
(remotely) to support with any teaching and learning issues and Mr 
Purdey will be grateful for any feedback regarding how we are using the 
website and social media generally to publicize provision. If you are 
having any issues regarding passwords and/ or accessing online 
learning you can email CloudSupport@seafordhead.org. 

If we needed any more evidence that we must all follow the government 
guidelines, it came with notification this week that cases of covid – 19 
have been confirmed in Seaford. If any of our young people are out in the 
town socializing and mixing with others they are putting themselves and 
other members of our community at risk. I am sure that all our parents/ 
carers are reinforcing the importance of following the government’s 
instructions, it is vital we all work together to overcome this challenge. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance
-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-
on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others 

one form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk, or cycle - 
alone or with members of your household. 

 

 Headteacher's Stars of the Week 
“key worker” children in school this week – can do attitude key 

Deciding on my stars of the week for this newsletter was incredibly 
straightforward. I have been really impressed by the small number of 
students who have been in school to access the provision we making for 
the children of key workers. In the picture we can see our students taking 
their “social distancing” extremely serious and sticking to our “2 metres 
matter” expectation. As well as behaving responsibly, this group have 
also worked extremely hard in the sessions. The atmosphere in school 
has been unusual this week but it has also been extremely positive. As 
well as thanking their children for their excellent behaviour, I would also 
like to thank their parents and carers, the key workers in our community 
for maintaining the services that are so vital to us getting through this 
challenging period. 

 

 

 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Mr Southern  ericsouthern@seafordhead.org 

Year 8 Dr Wallace imogenwallace@seafordhead.org 

Year 9 Mr Purdey jonpurdey@seafordhead.org 

Year 

10 
Ms Wild gisellewild@seafordhead.org 

Year 

11 
Mrs Mathew jenniemathew@seafordhead.org 

Emails 
We understand that some of you are having issues with  
emailing work  to teachers. Office 365 does give access for students to 
email in work but if you are having issues please email work to your 
child's Director of Learning. 
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