
NEWSLETTER 

Throughout the challenges of the last eighteen 
months, we have been really fortunate to receive 
support from the Youth Counselling Project.  The Youth 
Counselling Project is a Seaford-based charity that 
provides counselling support to children in Seaford. As 

well as providing much needed support for children who attend Seaford 
Head School, they provide this service at the primary schools in the town. 
This support is vital at any time and during the last eighteen months has 
proved to be invaluable for the fifty students who have benefited from the 
intervention.  The statistics around mental health are extremely concerning, 
with the NHS predicting that one in six children in East Sussex will 
encounter difficulties before the age of 18.  We are so fortunate to have 
access to a charity like YCP that is so committed to Seaford’s young 
people.  A link to a power point presentation, outlining their work, can be 
found HERE.  A link to their website can be found HERE.  Any support for 
this fantastic charity is much appreciated. 

Last week we appointed a new Intensive Family Support Practitioner to 
support students and their families.  This holistic support is vital at any 
time but, for some families, the challenges that they face have been 
exacerbated by Covid.  It is so exciting that this is a joint appointment for 
all five schools in the town and this support will be available to our young 
people, from the moment they start in a Seaford reception class to the 
time they leave us at the age of 18.  This highlights how schools can work 
together, not only to secure the very best educational outcomes but also 
to provide support that benefits the wider community.  

On Friday of last week Peter Kyle, the MP for Hove and the Shadow 
Minister for Schools, was in school for a visit.  He had a (socially-
distanced) tour of the Steyne Road site, as well as the Sixth Form Centre, 
and was interviewed by members of our Student Council.  Our local MP, 
Mrs Maria Caulfield, is a regular visitor to the school, so it was fantastic for 
our students to have the opportunity to question an MP from Her Majesty’s 
Opposition.  It was also lovely to receive such fantastic feedback from Mr 
Kyle with regard to our students; he described Seaford Head School as an 
“amazing school” and “a wonderful place to learn”.  Our students were 
really inspired by Mr Kyle’s story; despite having a reading age of just 8 
years as a result of dyslexia, he has achieved so much in the charity 
sector, secured a PhD and gone on to become the Shadow Minister for 
schools.  He explained how he went back to school when he was in his 
twenties to complete his A levels.  This fits perfectly with our vision of our 
school community as a place where “learning is for everyone.”  

On Monday, we had our Year 10 Taster Day for students who are 
interested in studying in our Sixth Form.  Unfortunately, due to the covid 
restrictions, we were unable to accommodate external applicants, which 
was a real pity, as we had record numbers showing an interest.  We will 
be looking to organise something in September for these students.  It was 
great to be able to accommodate one hundred and twenty-five of our 
students and receive such positive feedback regarding their efforts.  Mr 
Handy received fantastic feedback about the team of Year 12 students 
who were on hand to support our Year 10s and were able to provide an 
excellent insight into what life in S6H is like.  On Wednesday we had our 
induction day for students starting in the Sixth Form in September.  It’s 
fantastic that our new recruits have had this experience before the 
summer holiday and responded so positively to this opportunity.  A huge 
thank you to our incredible staff for organising this provision. 

When we see our students on Monday morning they will be starting their 
new year.  This is extremely exciting and I know that all our students will 
be desperate to get off to the best possible start.  I am sure that everyone 
was pleased to hear the government announcements regarding the 
easing of restrictions due to take place on19 July.  We will be maintaining 
the system of controls which have served us so well, right up until the end 
of term (23 July).  The current Risk Assessment can be found HERE.  This 
means that some elements of the bubble system and masks for corridors 
and community areas will be maintained. 

 

Max Foulkes and Aimee Harrison:  Respect for All Key. 

Dr Wallace was keen to recognise the efforts of some 
of our students who hosted the Shadow Minister for 
Schools last Friday.  As is always the case, our 
students were wonderfully polite, respectful and 
welcoming.  They displayed impressive 
communication skills and the necessary confidence to 
ask really challenging questions.  Max adopted a 
typically serious approach and even took the time to 
change out of his PE kit, so that he felt suitably attired 
and prepared for the question and answer session. 
Both he and Aimee acted as fantastic ambassadors 
for the school and excellent representatives of our 
students.  Well done to everyone involved.  
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We were extremely fortunate to be visited by Peter Kyle, the MP for Hove, 
who is also Deputy Minister for Schools.  Peter met a number of students 
from SHS Student Council, had a tour of the sixth form and a Question 
and Answers sessions with Year10 students.  As well as asking the 
students about their experience of school, the impact of lockdown and 
their hopes and aspirations, Peter answered their questions about his life 
as  an MP.  They found Peter very down to earth, engaged and inspiring: 

“It was really interesting to hear what life is like as an MP.  Peter seemed 
like a very calm person and really caring.  It was inspiring to hear his 
message that you don’t know what you can achieve until you try.  He 
was really good at talking to teenagers, he made it easy to understand 
what his work is like and it was so inspiring to see that he has achieved 
so much through hard work and perseverance.  It made me realise how 
much can be achieved if you try – he has a reading age of an 8 year 
old but has a PhD and still struggles to read what he needs to as an MP 
but he works hard to manage it all” 

“Peter was really interesting and it was really motivational to hear how 
he went back to school at the age of 25 years to get his A Levels and it 
wasn’t until university that he was diagnosed with dyslexia.  He has 
achieved so much, despite finding reading very difficult”.  

 

Director of Learning Stars of the Week 

Year  Name Reason 

7 Max Grimes 
For an OUTSTANDING 
performance in the Computer 
Science Systems Access! 

8 Hope Murray 
For consistent hard work during 
the Faking It Computer Science 
topic of work! 

9 Erin Brewer  For amazing artwork! 

10 All of Year 10 
For their amazing effort in their 
exams!  

12 July 2021 
New timetable 

starts 

Please click on this 

link for the letter 

from the 

Headteacher 

23 July 2021 End of Term 6  

Dates for Your Diary MP’s Visit our School  
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This Academic Year has been quite a challenge for the Year 7 students 
who only joined us in September.  The step up from primary to 
secondary education is already a massive one, without the added 
complications and concerns brought about by COVID-19.  Despite the 
stop-start year that we have had, Year 7s have done fantastically well. 
At times, there have been struggles for students both inside and outside 
of lessons but, as a team, we have worked together to overcome any 
issues.  

As Director of Learning, I’m incredibly proud of the efforts made by Year 
7 students.  I cannot imagine the pressures that this cohort have felt 
over the six terms, whether they were in school or at home participating 
in remote learning.  The resilience and positivity they have exercised has 
been outstanding, so they must all be commended for their efforts.  The 
support that we, as a collective, have received from home has been 
equally as impressive.  Strong relationships have been formed that will 
enable us to move forward together with a positive outlook as we head 
into Year 8.  Of course, there is always room for improvement and 
students are individually aware, from discussions we have had, what 
they can do to make progress in the future.  Furthermore, Year 7 reports 
will be going out soon which will highlight the progress they have 
made across their subject areas.  The reports take into account work 
completed within class, homework and assessments to give an overall 
summary of educational progress.  Not only will they be able to 
understand where focus is needed from September but parents/carers 
will get a clear picture of the academic progress made by their child/
children.  

I have no doubt that Year 7s will prosper in Year 8, displaying maturity, 
improved focus and drive within lessons. They will have the added 
responsibility of being role models for the new Year 7 intake, as they 
start their time here with us.  I am confident that being a role model is 
something which students will embrace, as they assist in the ‘bedding 
in’ of our new students. 

I look forward to 2021/2022 with the new Year 8s, as we continue our 
exciting journey here at Seaford Head School. 

 

 
We are extremely proud of the work that our Year 9 students continue to 
produce in Art.  Ms Wild was especially impressed with Jessica Russell, 
Charlotte Trueman, Keira Pirie, Olivia Ruckes, Rylee Thomsett. And Erin 
Brewer 

 

 
 
Well done Seaford shops 
and businesses!  As of 1 
July, one hundred and 
twelve of you have signed 
up for the Youth Forum’s 
attempt to promote a ‘keep 
it local’ ethos in these 
difficult times, with only ten 
feeling unable to 
participate.  We still have to 
make contact with another 
forty or so.  If you have a 
connection to any of the 
primary schools, you will 
know how it works, with 
every child having a card 
which can be used by any 
generation in the family. 
Each shop pays £10 for the year up to June 2022 and the four schools 
then share the income: so at least £250 per school.  The school with the 
most tallies will receive a trophy.  We are hoping to get young people 
thinking about what a community is, their responsibilities and how they 
can have a voice. 

A number of Seafordians, without any link to the schools, have asked 
why we didn’t extend the scheme to all residents but, in truth, this would 
have been too large a venture, both for our small group and for the 
shops.  What we would ask is that all of us think about keeping it local 
and perhaps try to use a few shops which we’ve never used before. 
Who knew that there are one hundred and fifty plus, including those on 
the periphery of town ! 

If you have any questions or observations, or have a shop and wish to 
sign up, do feel free to e-mail me, Roger Daw, at 
‘rogerashleydaw@gmail.com’ 

 

Quite Challenging 

Year 9 students ‘WOW’ us with their Artwork 

Youth Forum—Use or Lose it Campaign!  



100 BC – Julius Caesar, Roman General 
born in Rome, who was killed due to his 
monarchical aspirations. 

 

1543 – King Henry VIII married 
Catherine Parr, his sixth and last wife. 

1930 – Australian Dan Bradman broke 
all Test Cricket records when he scored 
334 runs against England in Leeds. 

 

1997 – Malala Yousafzai was born in 
Pakistan.  On this day in 2013, she 
addressed the UN and called for 
worldwide access to education. 

See it. Speak out. Support them. 14th July 2021 






