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Annecy Catholic School  

We’ve welcomed Paul Gallagher to 
Annecy as our Acting Head of School. 
Paul has worked with us since January 
2018 and brings with him a wealth of 
experience, having taught in North 
London, Brunei, Uganda, Italy and 
Brighton.  

We are on track to move into the Bosco Catholic Education 
Trust early next year and have already started working with 
Dave Carter, the Chief Executive Officer of Bosco, who has 
taken up the role of Executive Headteacher.  This is exciting 
news for Annecy and we’re all looking forward to the New 
Year.  Positive progress has been made this year, as 
evidenced by our Key Stage 2 results, with 69% of our 
pupils reaching the expected standard in reading, writing 
and mathematics, against 64% nationally. 

We have made close ties with the Sussex Wildlife Trust, 
working jointly with them on a number of outdoor projects 
which the children have thoroughly enjoyed.  

For a change, we had our Summer Fayre in September this 
year which included a circus, bouncy castle, disco and 
barbeque.  A fantastic time was had by all! 

In the lead up to Christmas, our Key Stage 1 children will 
be performing nativity plays and our Key Stage 2 children 
are looking forward to the Advent Service and singing 
Christmas Carols to parents.  Our choir will be visiting a 
local residential home to sing carols and the residents 
have also been invited to share a Christmas lunch with us. 

One of our pupils, Anna Evans, has been awarded ‘Overall 
Winner’ in Maria Caulfield MP’s Annual Christmas Card 
Competition.  The cards will be sent to hundreds of people, 
including the Prime Minister.  Huge congratulations to 
Anna!  We’d like to wish everyone a happy, peaceful and 

blessed Christmas! 

 

Working Together for Children and Families in Seaford 

 

Working together for children and families in Seaford 

Welcome to our second Seaford Schools’ Christmas Newsletter. 
This is an opportunity for us to celebrate our children’s 
achievements and explain how we work together to support 
them, as they progress from Reception class until they leave 
Seaford Head School at the end of Year 13. 

The four primary schools have worked together to create a 
curriculum that is unique to Seaford and have  engaged with 
local partners, such as the Sussex Wildlife Trust, in order to enrich 
and enhance our children’s education.  Seaford Early Year 
Settings meet regularly with private providers, to share best 
practice and support each other.  As Headteachers of the five 
schools in the town, we also meet regularly to discuss ideas, 
strategies and educational issues so that we can further develop 
our educational offer.  In the autumn of 2017, Ofsted judged the 
transition arrangements from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 to be 
outstanding.  If you have any suggestions regarding how we can 
further develop the provision we make in Seaford, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us.  Wishing all members of our community a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Paul Gallagher (Annecy School), Chris Davey (Seaford Primary 

School), Andrea Keith (Cradle Hill School), Robin Tollyfield 

(Chyngton School) and Bob Ellis (Seaford Head School). 



Chyngton Primary School 

Earlier this term, in commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of World War One, we remembered all 
those who fought in that conflict.  All the children 
made poppies and displayed them on our tree,  in 
the school hall,  in preparation for a special 
Remembrance Assembly.   Children learned about 

the reasons behind the war, what life was like for the soldiers and 
about the significance of the poppy and why it is used to remember the 
fallen.  The assembly finished with a live performance of the Last Post 
and a two minute silence.  We followed this more recently with the 
special planting of three Elm trees in our garden.  The trees were 
planted, with the help of the local Seaford Tree 
Wardens, for a project commemorating the lives of 
the soldiers from Seaford who died in the First 
World War.  In total,104 trees have been planted in 
schools across Seaford for the 104 soldiers who 
devoted their lives for our country.   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Cradle Hill Community Primary School  

The new academic year began with our school 
celebrating being 50 and it was so lovely to 
show ex-pupils around and hear about their 
memories of the school.  There have been so 
many improvements and extra rooms built since 
the school first opened but we still managed to 
find original classrooms, pegs and wall bars in 

the halls!  It was wonderful to find that some of the first pupils in 
school are now grandparents of our current children. 
 
Our creativity week, before half term, saw year groups across 
the school focusing on History and, in particular, it was inspiring 
to see our Year 6 children perform at Brighton Dome, in a 
production called ‘Trench Brothers’.  Our children were simply 
amazing within a musical that was moving, thought provoking 
and reminded the children, and all of us present, of just what 
soldiers experienced and sacrificed in World War One.  
 

Across the school, our sporting teams have been very busy with 
football, rugby, cross-country and athletic events. I am not sure 
who enjoys themselves the most at these sporting events — the 
staff or the children!  I do know that, as part of our links with 
Brighton and Hove in the Community, having the company of 
‘Gully’ the mascot on a Monday morning assembly was very 
exciting and ensured that the children were inspired to be 
active!  In line with this, we were delighted to celebrate finishing 
second in the East Sussex ‘Beat the Street’ initiative, proving our 
children and families are indeed very active.  
 
The end of the autumn term brings with it some of my very 
favourite events of the year, in particular the Reception Nativity 
performance, when our youngest children shine.  Our older 
children are taking part in a wide range of carol concerts, so I 
know the final weeks of school will be filled with exciting 
productions.  There is no better place to be than a school in the 
lead up to Christmas!  
We would like to wish all Seaford community a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



Seaford Primary School  

It has been another exciting and very busy term at 
Seaford Primary School.  This term we have been 
focusing on our core values of Respect, Friendship, 
Perseverance, Empathy, Ambition and Enjoyment 
and how these values make our school 
environment a happy and enjoyable place to work 
and learn.  We have also involved our children and 

school community in helping us to plan ideas for the future of our 
school.  We received some fabulous ideas to help us continue to 
deliver exciting and creative learning opportunities for the children and 
ideas for how we can continue to provide the widest possible range 
of music, drama, dance and sporting activities.   

This year our children have continued to enjoy a wide variety of 
musical opportunities.  Earlier in the year our choir participated in the 
‘Young Voices’ concert at the O2 Arena in London.  This was an 
amazing experience for everyone involved and will live long in the 
memories of everyone who took part.  Our choirs, orchestra and music 
groups have continued to entertain families, friends and local 
community groups in a wide variety of concerts and shows.  On the 
sporting front, the children have enjoyed participating in a whole 
range of tournaments and competitions with the boys’ football team 
recently participating in the finals of the Albion Cup which took place 
at Brighton and Hove Albion’s Training Centre.  Children across the 
school have also enjoyed working with Brighton and Hove Albion In 
The Community as part of their Premier League Primary Stars 
programme. 

Our Year 6 children recently transformed their classrooms for our 
annual Café Vert event.  Parents and families flocked to the popular 
café to enjoy a range of French delicacies.  The event gave the 
children a fantastic opportunity to practice their language skills in a 
purposeful context, just one of the many exciting learning activities 
which have taken place across the school during the year.. 
Merry Christmas and happy New Year! To you all! 

Seaford Head: Achieving Excellence Together  

 Reflections on 2018  

We are coming to the end of another really busy 
year for Seaford Head School.  The last twelve 
months have whizzed by; it seems like only 
yesterday that we were being dazzled by the ‘We 
will Rock You’ extravaganza which kicked off the 

year in such impressive style.  We have already enjoyed a sneak 
preview of this year’s whole school production, which will be ‘Annie’, 
and it looks like it will be fantastic.  This was showcased at the Annual 
Celebration Evening, which provided the perfect opportunity to celebrate 
our students’ achievements across all areas of school life.  The Year 
came to a suitably festive end with the Christmas Showcase event 
which is took place on13 December. 

 At our recent Annual Sports Awards Evening we celebrated another 
year of outstanding sporting achievement, with our Townsports athletics 
team amongst the winners.  Will Street, the Paralympic and World 
Champion Sailor, delivered an inspirational presentation which showed 
that there is no limit to what can be achieved, providing you are 
determined, stay optimistic and surround yourself with positive people. 
The quality of work on display at the Crypt, for the Annual Art Exhibition, 
was outstanding and, earlier this year, one of our art students secured a 
£500 prize for the Art department, after winning a competition, 
sponsored by the Seaford estate agent David Jordan.  Students’ 
commitment to the environment has been highlighted by their work on 
the green powered car project and their involvement in the Plastic Free 
Seaford campaign.  Our students’ confidence and communication skills 
have been further developed through their involvement in Debating 
Club and the ‘Poetry Slam’ competitions in which we took part with 
Eastbourne College.  In December, the BBC was in school filming the 
planting of five Elm trees, as part of the ‘Elms for Armistice’ initiative.  This 
is a great way of promoting students’ interest in the local environment; 
this initiative will help protect the endangered  white letter hairstreak-
check  butterfly, as well as inspiring a love of history.  It was led by the 
Seaford Tree Wardens, who were put in touch through our wonderful 
PTA which continues to have a significant impact on so many areas of 
the school.  In addition to supporting all the major events that take 
place throughout the year, the group has organised a range of activities, 
including an evening with the author, Jacqueline Wilson, car washes, 
staff and student breakfasts and a Summer Festival.  For our Years 7 
and 8, the PTA has organised a special Christmas Karaoke event.  

The school continues to benefit from our links with the Seaford Rotary 
Club which offers literacy interventions at the school and organises a 
range of competitions in which students participate.  We are also 
extremely fortunate to work with the Youth Counselling Project, a 
Seaford based charity which provides counselling for students who are 
facing mental health challenges.  This charity is looking to extend its 
work into our Primary Schools so that all children, of every age, have 
access to this support.  

As well as being blessed with an outstanding team of staff, it’s our 
students who really set us apart, with our sixth formers setting the tone 
for the rest of the student body to follow.  One of our Year 11s from last 
year told me that the element of support which helped them to succeed 
in their examinations was the one-to-one tuition they received from one 
of our Year 12 students.  Another of our current Year 11s was telling me 
that the mentoring they received from a Mental Health First Aider 
stopped them from feeling overwhelmed in the recent mocks; twenty-
four of our sixth formers underwent a six week training programme to 
enable them to offer this type of support.  They really do set a fantastic 
example, as well as offering practical support to the next generation of 
Seaford Head School students.  

We have much to look forward in 2019, as the school prepares events 
to celebrate our 80th birthday, and we are also looking to set up an 
alumni group so that former Seaford Head School students can 
maintain their links with the school.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  


