
11 December 2020 Term 2 Week 6 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

Last week the government made an announcement 
regarding next summer’s examinations [link 

embedded] and a summary of the main points are 
listed below: 

 More generous grading than usual, in line with 
national outcomes from 2020. 

 Students receiving advance notice of some 
topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and A-Levels to focus revision. 

 Examination aids - like formula sheets - provided in some 
examinations, giving students more confidence and reducing the 
amount of information they need to memorise. 

 Additional examinations to give students a second chance to sit a 
paper, if the main examinations or assessments are missed due 
to illness or self-isolation. 

 If students miss one or more examinations, due to self-isolation or 
sickness, but have still completed a proportion of their 
qualification, they will still receive a grade. 

 If students miss all their assessments in a subject, they will have 
the opportunity to sit a single contingency paper per subject, held 
shortly after the main examinations.  This will take place between 
28 June and 16 July 2021 and timetabled to allow at least a ten-
day gap after each subject’s final paper in the main series.  Work 
has started on writing this timetable. 

 
Whether these changes are fair to students across the country is open to 
debate, but this announcement is obviously fantastic news for Seaford 
Head School students.  Compared to students in other parts of England, 
ours have missed very little school and, in general, have performed 
extremely well in all of their assessments.  Everything is in place for our 
Years11 and 13 to secure outstanding grades in next summer’s 
examinations, without worrying about the vagaries of any government 
algorithm. 

There has been an announcement from the DfE, regarding the end of 
term, and my expectation that the government would instruct schools to 
move to remote learning for the final week of term, as a way of 
safeguarding the Christmas ‘bubbles’, proved to be wide of the mark.  Our 
sixth form students will finish on Wednesday [after the final mock 

examination] but the other year groups will continue in school up until 
Friday 18 December at 12.25pm, in accordance with the school calendar.  
School staff will take the lead in terms of ‘track and trace’ follow-up until 
Christmas Eve, so it’s vital that we have up to date email/telephone 
contact details for all parents/carers.  If your details have changed 
recently, please notify the office.  If you have a positive case in your 
household after we break up, please contact the school through 
head@seafordhead.org and we will notify public Health England and 
follow up with any identified ‘close contacts’.  We will be sending out a 
whole school reminder with more details next week. 

To ensure that we are doing everything we can to make sure Seaford 
families can enjoy a safe Christmas, we are making sure that students 
restrict themselves to sitting in smaller groups during breaks and 
unstructured times.  At lunchtimes, the indoor spaces have 

understandably become busier, as it has got colder and we will, once 
again, be reminding students of the importance of ‘hands, face, space’ in 
a whole school remote assembly next week.  This will provide me with 
the opportunity to congratulate them on the way in which they have dealt 
with the situation this term; they really have been fantastic. 

Although our Christmas celebrations have been restricted, we will be 
holding a Christmas jumper day next Friday and we are all looking 
forward to Mr Purdey’s Christmas Quiz which will bring the term to a 
close.  I hope parents and carers are able to support the Christmas Raffle; 
money raised through this and Christmas Jumper Day will directly benefit 
our students, as it will go to the Youth Counselling Project. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: - Respect For All Key 

Anna Branso: Churchill,  Tarnnia Baldwin: Nightingale, Moran Haj – 

Yahya: Churchill, Jonathan Rollings: Churchill, Fleur Read–Riseley:  

Nightingale and Reuben Male: Churchill 

Earlier in the term, Mr Handy sent 
out a press release, introducing our 
new team of senior students to the 
community.  Anna and Tarnnia 
were appointed Head Students 
and will chair the Whole School 
Council.  Moran and Jonathan 
were appointed to the role of Key 
Stage 5 representatives and will be sharing the views of sixth form 
students on the Whole School Council.  Fleur and Reuben were appointed 
to the sixth form committee with the responsibility of leading on Charity 
Events and Environment respectively. 

Mr Handy, commented: “Our Senior Students play an incredibly important 
and active role in the running of the school through helping to coordinate 
and respond to the ‘Student Voice’”. It’s apparent that this group will 
achieve great things for our students and the wider Seaford community. 

 

End of term Arrangements 
On Friday 18 December Students can wear appropriate Christmas 
themed non-uniform and a £1 donation can be made to the Youth 
Counselling Project via their just giving page here 

Students will be dismissed from 12.30pm on this day. 

Term 3 starts Tuesday 5 January 2021 at there allocated 

year group times.  

WE are also hosting an online Festive Raffle which has some lovely 
goodies to be won. You can enter here 

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=0396f73292&e=b8e1d3e4cc
mailto:head@seafordhead.org
https://www.tycp.org.uk/donate/
https://raffall.com/158653/event/enter-raffle-to-win-christmas-goodies-hosted-by-seaford-head


 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

SMSC Weekly Theme-: 

As we enter our final week of term before 
Christmas, it is useful to stop and reflect on 
what has been a very different start to the 
year and look forward to spending time with 
loved ones.   In the true spirit of Christmas, 
spare a thought for those more in need or 
who may have had a challenging time this 
year.   Support those close to you, as now 
more than ever, a sense of connection and 
collective effort will see us through.  

Jane Austen 

English novelist, Jane Austen, is now regarded as 
one of the greatest writers of social manners in the 
English language.  During her lifetime, Austen 
published just four novels anonymously, focusing 
on everyday domestic life of the English middle 
class, before her early death at 41. 

Austen's first novel was ‘Sense and Sensibility’ in 
1811.  Many of her works have been dramatised 
for TV, such as ‘Pride and Prejudice’ [1813], her 
second, most popular novel.  Its lively heroine, 

Elizabeth Bennett, was Austen's favourite character, marked by her 
intelligence and independent thinking. 

This week in…  

1903 The Wright brothers make the first, sustained, motorised aircraft 
flight at 10:35am, piloted by Orville Wright at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina  

1989 ‘The Simpsons’, created by Matt Groening, premieres on Fox TV as a 
full, animated series with the episode, ‘Simpsons Roasting on an Open 
Fire’   

Religious Festivals:  

There are many other religious celebrations in December.   These include: 

Buddhism-Bodhi Day —8 December:  Celebrating the day that the 
historical Buddha experienced enlightenment.  

Hinduism - Pancha Ganapati: A modern, five-day Hindu festival in honour 
of Ganesha.  

Judaism-Hanukkah: The eight-day holiday celebrates the rededication of 
the Temple of Jerusalem.  

Paganism-Yule:  Pagan winter festival that was celebrated by the historical 
Germanic people.  

Koliada:  Slavic winter festival celebrated with parades and singers who 
visit houses and receive gifts.  

Persian-Yalda — 21 December:  The turning point, Winter Solstice.  As the 
longest night of the year and the beginning of the lengthening of days, 
Shabe Yaldā is an Iranian festival, celebrating the victory of light and 
goodness over darkness and evil.  

Votes for Schools-:    

Cross Curricular Links for individual subjects, if you would like to include 
them in your lessons this week-:  

With the days getting shorter and safeguarding concerns on the rise, due 
to the pandemic, we thought now was a good time to get young people 
talking about their own personal safety and to consider what they can do 
to self-safeguard, should they find themselves in a difficult situation.  For 
this reason, they will be deciding: "Do you feel safe outside of school?"   

When engaged in the VfS lessons, they will have the chance to put 
themselves in several young people's shoes by identifying the warning 
signs, coming up with advice and thinking about what they would do if 
they were in the same position.  

Students can access VfS topics via their year PSHE/SMSC Teams pages.   

The document here contains cross curricular links for individual subjects, if 
you would like to include it in your lessons this week-: 

Tutor Time Lesson: 

All VfS content can be found here-: https://
seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/
Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp 

 

Year 11 Positive Point Advent Countdown   

There are ten school days left this year!  Can you be in 
the top ten positive points?   

I will run a report on the morning of Friday 18 
December and the top ten students will win a prize.  
Please note this is for the two week period only. 

We will combine any positive and [hopefully no 
negative] points at the end of the two weeks and the 
top ten will win. 

Languages get into the Christmas Cheer!  

Here is a cheery Christmas 
card collage of some of the 
entries to the national MFL 
Christmas card competition 
open to pupils from year 6-
9. It is run by Routes into 
Languages – the University 
Council of Modern 
Languages. The Year 7 
pupils have chosen to do 
cards in French, Spanish 
and Ethiopian. Although 
they all currently study 
French, they could choose 
any language from around 
the world. We wish Emma 
H, Ruby C, Katie W and Lucy 
S luck with their entries. 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Martha McDonald 

For fantastic hard work, excellent 
effort, focus and engagement in 
lessons! 

Year 8  Joshua Woodward  
For excellent effort, focus and 
engagement! 

Year 9  Jodie Vogel  
For enthusiasm and participation 
in a range of subjects! 

Year 10 
Roisin Rafferty-

Richardson 

For going above and beyond to 
catch up and being a pleasure 
to teach! 

Year 11 Patrick Brackenbridge 
For an amazing geography 
mock! 

Directors of Learning Stars  

https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp
https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp
https://seafordheadschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SeafordHead/Staff/Eo2YVKXScdhIj4FwAu0tg80B4MoPX_ph5b5NnrgyqbsAbQ?e=hgTDKp
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