
18 September 2020 Term 1 Week 2 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
As we approach the end of our second full week of 
term and a full completion of a cycle of our new two- 
week timetable, we can reflect on a really impressive 
start to the new year.  I have been so impressed by 
our students who have returned to school fully focused 
on their studies and determined to make the most of 
every minute of their education, as they prepare for 
upcoming assessments.  The quality of learning I have 
seen, across all six teaching zones, really has been exceptional.  I would 
like to remind our students that, in addition to their hand gel, water bottles 
and face masks, they should be bringing a reading book into school with 
them.  Occasions will arise when they have to wait for their teacher to 
arrive from another teaching zone and they will be expected to continue 
with quiet reading. 

This is always the time of year when students pick up colds and bugs: 
usually my advice would be to “battle through” but, given the current 
situation, we must adopt a safety first approach.  If anyone in your 
household has any of the following covid–19 symptoms: a high 
temperature, a new, continuous cough, a loss or change to sense of 
smell or taste; they should be tested as quickly as possible and everyone 
in your household should self-isolate.  If any students in school display 
these symptoms, we will isolate them, make home contact and send 
them home.  We will then expect for a test to be arranged as quickly as 
possible and a negative result confirmed before they return to school. 

In terms of the school curriculum, I am really pleased to announce that 
students across all year groups will have their access to practical learning 
activities increased from Monday 21 September.  We are able to do this 
because students have been so respectful of the new rules regarding the 
teaching and learning zones.  We will obviously be prioritising our 
students in Years 11 and 13 but those from across all year groups will be 
experiencing more ‘hands–on’ activities in the weeks ahead.  Further 
details regarding these timetable changes have been sent as a separate 
communication.  The security of the zones will not be compromised and 
students will not come into contact with other ‘bubbles’.  The newly 
introduced ‘rule of six’ means that the efforts we are making in terms of 
maintaining the bubbles will not be undermined by students mixing 
outside of school.  This new government rule also confirms that we will 
not be able to host the usual parents/carers events scheduled for the first 
two terms.  We will be looking at a ‘virtual’ equivalent to these activities 
and obviously keep parents/carers updated. 

 I would like to thank all parents and carers who have downloaded the 
edulink app.  This app provides a wealth of details regarding your child’s 
efforts at school, ranging from homework information to individual 
rewards.  If you haven’t yet accessed this information, I would encourage 
you to download the app at the earliest opportunity. 

 

 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 

Natalia Kaye: Rowling House - Can Do Attitude Key 

I have been impressed by students across all year 
groups.  It’s been particularly pleasing to see those 
students who are preparing for public examinations this 
year, engaging so positively in their learning.  As well as 
preparing for their summer examinations, our Year 13s 
are planning their post-18 progression routes.  It’s great 
to see such a large group of our sixth formers making 
Oxbridge applications and working with Ms Johnson and Ms Kyprianou 
on their personal statements.  Miss Johnson was particularly impressed 
with the way in which Natalia has been proactive in preparing for her 
application to Oxford.  She has tracked down teachers to absorb their 
advice and take suggestions on super-curricular reading.  She has met 
with Dan Laidlaw, a former student who is now at Oxford, studying 
Mathematics.  She has demonstrated considerable initiative and 
admirable ambition in putting together an excellent personal statement. 
Natalia is a fantastic role model for other students and is looking forward 
to a really exciting future. 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 Nia Waite 
For showing great commitment in 
Spanish!  

Year 8   

Year 9   

Year 10 Ellie Stone  For Spanish and Maths! 

Year 11 
Cienna 

Jamieson 

For making a positive start to Year 11 
and being nominated by 3 teachers!  

Please remember that hot school 

food is available in every student 

zone at lunch times! 



 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Welcome Year 7!! 
 
The NEW Year 7 students completed their first week here at Seaford Head 
School on Friday 11 September.  Looking across the playground there was 
a mixture of excitement and anxiety about what lay ahead, yet the 
students finished the week with a smile on their faces and a bounce in 
their steps.  The first week was always going to be a massive challenge 
due to interrupted schooling brought about by lockdown, as well as getting 
used to the health and safety measures put into place here at Seaford 
Head School.  In addition, we can’t forget the small matter of students 
navigating their way to the right classroom, while also learning their 
teachers names.  However, it has to be said that they have eventually 
excelled in all areas, albiet there were some in the first few days looking a 
little lost, while others weren’t sure where their timetables were. By the end 
of today students felt a great deal more confident regarding what lay 
ahead in the coming academic year.  

Both tutors and teachers are delighted with the lessons they have taught.  
Students have been listening attentively and working tirelessly to learn a 
range of different subjects and their behaviour has been extremely 
impressive, continuing through break and lunchtimes: most encouraging. 

The Year 7s have really set themselves a high bar.  There will be occasions 
when they may lose their way but I am confident, as their Director of 
Learning, that I can work closely with them and yourselves to ensure that 
each and every one of them realises their potential.  

 

 

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register/ 

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register/

