
20 November 2020 Term 2 Week 3 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

On Monday, the Year 11 ‘mock’ GCSE examinations 
begin.  Students have received their timetables and 
they will note that the first week of examinations will 
be held in the Sports Hall.  They will have study leave 
in between examinations.  The Sports Hall 
accommodation makes it more straightforward to 
follow the current DfE guidelines regarding 
examinations and supports social distancing.  These 
arrangements will help students familiarise themselves with the 
examination routines which they will be facing in the summer.  Whenever 
I drop in on Year 11 lessons, I am always very impressed with how 
focused they are.  It is particularly pleasing to see students who have 
taken the opportunity of lockdown to reflect on their studies and totally 
transform the way they approach school.  Our Year 11s have been on a 
really positive journey since their return in September and I am truly 
excited to see what they can achieve in these assessments.  They have 
clearly enjoyed some of the aspects of being taught in their own zone 
and, when we emerge from lockdown, we will be consulting with them to 
ascertain which of these elements should be maintained. 

In these unusual times, our knowledge of covid–19 is continually evolving. 
This week, a parent made contact with me to raise concerns about the 
effectiveness of face masks that have a valve to aid breathing.  He 
referred me to a growing body of evidence that would suggest that these 
masks are less effective than the plain masks.   With this in mind, from 
Monday, we would ask all our students to wear the masks without the 
valve and we will revert to issuing the temporary masks on those rare 
occasions when our students forget. 

Next week, I will be visiting classrooms to present students with the ‘Keys 
to Success’ which have been awarded during lockdown.  I was 
desperately hoping that we would be able hold full year group or House 
Assemblies to collectively celebrate individual achievements but this still 
looks a way off and I am keen to recognise our students’ efforts.  Every 
week I am overwhelmed by a list of deserving candidates who are 
nominated, as our students continue to work hard in school and make a 
positive contribution to the wider Seaford community.  I am looking 
forward to presenting the keys and to seeing our students wearing them 
with pride.  It makes a strong statement about the types of people they 
are and the values that they hold. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 

Abigail Embleton Stewart: Rowling House – All Five Keys!! 

Looking through the records of our key winners 
since restrictions started on 23 March encouraged 
me to reflect on our students’ fantastic 
achievements.  Since lockdown, Abigail has 
continued to make an excellent contribution to the 
Seaford Youth Forum and is currently preparing for 
her mock examinations.  I would like to highlight 
that she is the only student in the school to have 
received all five keys since the ‘Keys to Success’ 
scheme was introduced.  This is a fantastic accomplishment and speaks 
volumes about her character and approach to school life.  Whether it’s 
displaying a ‘can–do’ attitude, honest intentions, respect for all, working 
hard, or making a positive contribution, she embodies the school ethos.  
Her starting point for every day appears to be, “What can I do for my 
school and the wider community?”, rather than, “What can my school do 
for me?”  At Key Stage 5, Abigail is looking to study courses that will 
enable her to pursue a nursing career.  She is displaying the values and 
personal qualities that suggest she will be a huge success in this 
profession. 

Year 

Group 
Name For 

Year 7 

 
 

Frankie Middleton 

For fantastic contributions in 
class discussions, being 
engaged, focused and 
thoughtful. In English! 

Year 8  Jessie Brookes 
For hard work, focus and being 
a pleasure to teach! 

Year 9  Daniel Lakatos 

For always working hard, 
making efforts to improve and 
showing great progress as a 
result in Maths! 

Year 10 Roxy Burns 
For making a real positive effort 
in Photography this week!  

Year 11 Harvey Titmus 

For always getting on with work 
to a high standard and not 
getting distracted. He is a 
Business Studies SUPERSTAR! 

Directors of Learning Stars  



 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Make Your Mark! 

The UK Youth Parliament rolled out the Make Your Mark campaign at the 
beginning of November.  The link to vote is here: 

https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/make-your-mark/ 

Students can vote, using the school’s postcode OR use their own to register 
their votes.  They will just need to  tick one box from each of the two 
sections and then submit.  If they can click the titles of the different 
campaigns/issues [for example ‘Stop Plastic Pollution’], a short, thirty 
second video will appear, explaining the motion, and they can use this to 
help make decisions when voting.  

 

What is Odd Socks Day? 
 
Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun!  It’s an opportunity to encourage 
people to express themselves and celebrate their individuality and what 
makes us all unique! 
 
Students took part by wearing odd socks to school on Monday 16 
November  to help raise awareness of bullying..  They were offered a prize 
for the ‘oddest socks’ with an additional prize for the staff member that 
could wear the most ‘individual’ socks!   
 
 

 

https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/make-your-mark/
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 School Health Virtual Drop in  

East Sussex School Health 

What’s on your mind? 

The School Health Virtual Drop in is for you, if you are 
worried or concerned about a health issue and need advice.  
This could be about healthy eating, sexual health, 
relationships, smoking, examinations, drugs and alcohol, 
emotional health and wellbeing, body image, family issues, 
bullying or something else. 

The drop is private and confidential. 

 A virtual drop in for young people aged 12-19  

 Every Tuesday 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

 Via ‘Attend Anywhere’: a secure NHS video call 
service. 

 Young person to click on the link to enter a private 
waiting room 

 https://nhs.vc/east-sussex-school-health 

 A school nurse will then be available for you to talk 
to on a one-to-one video call 

 Alternatively, text your school nurse on 07507-
332473 for a chat 

https://nhs.vc/east-sussex-school-health

