
11 September 2020 Term 1 Week 1 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
What an amazing week!!  It’s been wonderful to see 
all of our students and staff in school together for the 
first time since 23 March.  I have been extremely 
impressed by the way in which our students have 
coped with the challenge of the ‘new normal’ and I 
would like to thank them all for their responses.  A big 
thank you to parents and carers who have been so 
supportive of the school throughout this period.  We 
have made a very positive start.  However, one issue that has come to 
light is the mixing of our school community with students and parents 
from Annecy at the end of the school day.  We have reminded all our 
students that they should maintain their social distance on their way 
home from school.  To support this stagger at the end of school, we will 
be dismissing Years 7 and 9 students at the slightly earlier time of 
2.50pm.  Students in Years 8, 10 and 11 will continue to be dismissed at 
2.55pm. 

Staff have worked extremely hard to create the six teaching and learning 
zones and  have spent last week’s training days ensuring that everything 
was in place for our students’ return.  These new arrangements obviously 
present challenges but there are also real opportunities for students to 
develop.  I have been particularly impressed by the way in which students 
have worn their masks and prioritised hand hygiene, whilst maintaining a 
relentless focus on their learning.  They have also made conscientious 
use of the lesson changeovers by continuing with their reading books or 
private study.  As we are rigidly maintaining the ‘bubbles’ in school, we 
really appreciate members of our community maintaining safe practice 
when they are outside of school; the new government guidelines 
restricting gatherings to six people will support this. 

We received some really sad news over the summer holiday period when 
we learned that Clive Lacey, from the Youth Counselling Project, had 
passed away.  Clive and his wife Rosalind have been great friends to our 
school and have raised tens of thousands of pounds to provide our 
children with access to counselling support.  Through his tireless and 
enthusiastic efforts, Clive has made such a huge difference to so many 
young people’s lives.  He was a warm, kind and generous man who 
stressed how important it was for young people to be in a good place 
mentally if they were to achieve their full potential.  

In all the confusion around the exam results debacle, I am concerned that 
the fantastic achievements of our young people is in danger of getting 
lost.  Our Years 11 and 13 students did amazingly well and fully deserved 
the outstanding outcomes that they secured.  Please visit our website for 
more details on how they were rewarded for their efforts. 

On Friday, we are saying goodbye to our data and admissions officer, Mrs 
Debbie Nippard, who has worked at the school since 2000.  As well as 
being a super-efficient Data Manager and taking responsibility for 
timetabling across three sites, Mrs Nippard has also led our Duke of 
Edinburgh provision and mentored students as they progress through the 
school.  She has made a hugely positive impact on our students and staff 

and will be much missed.  We wish her well as she takes on a new role 
with the Local Authority. 

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week: 

Oliver Oldrey: Mandela House – Can Do Attitude 

I mentioned, in my most recent whole school 
communication, how impressed I was by our 
students who took part in Summer School.  There 
are some wonderful photographs, attached to this 
newsletter, of our DT students creating a range of items in the 
workshop with Mr Hunt.  It is fitting that one of these students 
should be recognised as our Star of the Week: Ollie set the tone 
for the other students to follow, with his conscientious approach to 
the project work.  Mr Hunt is predicting a top grade for Ollie, who 
has a real flair for this subject.  It is great to be able to reward a 
Year 11 student who has worked hard to start the year in the best 
possible way.  Keep up the good work Oliver! 

 

Year 

Group 
Name For  

Year 7 Year 7 Adam Lacy  

For working tirelessly in 
lessons, asking relevant 
questions and providing 
insightful answers 
within the set topic 
area.! 

Year 8 Year 8 To be confirmed   

Year 9 Year 9 To be confirmed   

Year 10 Year 10 Tom Page-Mayers 
For a great start to the 
new school year! 

Year 11 Year 11 Bella Scriven 

For making a whole 
dress overnight for 
GCSE Art! 

Please remember that hot school 

food is available in every student 

zone at lunch times! 
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8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Last Term News  
 
Back in July, twenty-four Year 7 and 
seventeen Year 8 students took part 
in the Junior Mathematics 
Challenge, remotely run by the 
UKMT based at the University of 
Leeds.  

This challenge involved solving a 
set of difficult problems which really 
made you think outside of the box. 

We now have the results for this 
and would like to give a special 
mention to Dan Webb (Year 7) for scoring the best in the school and Milly 
Southerden for the best score in Year 8.  Overall, the students achieved 
eight bronze, six silver and one gold awards which is fantastic.  

A massive ‘well done’ to all students who took part in this.  Certificates will 
be awarded to you as soon as possible! 

 

Summer School  

A two-day Summer Workshop ran on Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 August 
for the new Year 7 cohort here at Seaford Head School.  The workshop 
covered a number of different areas which included: 

 

 Rocket Design 

 Rocket Construction 

 Rocket Launching Mission 1 

 Rocket Launching Mission 2 

 Rocket Marketing 

 Rocket Quiz 

 Introduction to Bedrock Learning 
(English) 

 Introduction to Hegarty Maths 

 Codebreaking 

 

The main focus of the workshop was to help integrate students back into 
school life, given the disruption that has been caused by COVID-19.  Their 
response to the activities running during the workshop, demonstrated that 
they clearly appreciated the sessions and gained a great deal.  All those 
who attended behaved extremely well, showing a positive attitude 
towards the set tasks.  The rockets that were designed, created and 
launched were absolutely fantastic.  (Pictures below).  

I think we may have some future NASA employees on our hands: the sky 
really is the limit for this bunch of students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our older students had the opportunity to become involved in the 
designing of a product.  They took full advantage of the workshop on our 
Arundel Road site and created some great products. 

 

WOW MOMENT 
Ella McCaughan has made her 
cricketing debut for Southern 
Vipers in the Rachel Heyhoe-
Flint Trophy.  In only her third 
match, she has opened the 
batting and scored her first 50 of 
the tournament.  The RH-T 
Trophy is the Premier Women’s 
Tournament in the country and 
she has equipped herself well 
playing against International 
Stars. #seafordgirlscan 

MATHS CHALLENGE 
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Despite only 
launching in 2018, 
TikTok has enjoyed a 
dramatic rise to 
become one of the 
most popular social 
media apps on the 
planet. 

You can find videos relating to almost all interests on 
TikTok, from DIY tricks and make-up tutorials to gaming 
and sports.  

People are allowed to let their imagination run wild on 
TikTok, as there isn’t really a ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ type of 
content.  

You might use TikTok to pick up new skills, learn how to 
play an instrument or even connect with people you 
share an interest with.  

Using social media can be an enriching activity and a 
good way to stay in touch with your social circle during 
these strange times.  

But social media can be hotbeds for misinformation 
and scams.  Think critically about the things you see in 
your feed.  If something seems too good to be true, 
chances are it probably is. 

Although TikTok has significantly stepped up its efforts to 
keep young people safe, it’s important that you are 
aware of the risks you could encounter and know how 
to respond. 

 

How to make an account private 

One of the main concerns about social media is that 
you might be contacted by strangers who might not 
have your best interest at heart.  By making an account 
private, other users must be approved before they can 
see and interact with your content or contact you.  

Here’s how to set it up: 

 Go to your  ‘Account’ section and tap the three-dot 
menu in the top-right corner of the screen. 

 Select ‘Privacy and Safety’ from the ‘Settings and 
privacy’ menu. 

Toggle the ‘Private Account’ slider at the top of the 
page. 

How to filter out inappropriate content 

TikTok is moderated and content that does not uphold 
its community guidelines is continuously weeded out. 
However, if you want to further minimise the risk of 
stumbling across mature content, it’s a good idea to 
enable ‘Restricted Mode’.  TikTok doesn’t explicitly say 
how this works, merely that it “limits the appearance of 
content that may not be appropriate for all audiences”. 
To enable it: 

 

 

 Go to your ‘Account’ section and tap the three-dot 
menu in the top-right corner of the screen. 

 Select ‘Digital Wellbeing’ further down on the 
‘Settings and Privacy’ menu. 

 Go onto the page for ‘Restricted Mode’ and tap 
‘Turn on Restricted Mode’. 

You’ll then be asked to set a password you need to 
enter to disable it again. 

How to report and block a user 

 Go to the user’s profile and hit the three-dot 
menu in the top-right corner of the screen. 

 Click either ‘Report’ or ‘Block’ from the menu that 
will appear at the bottom of the screen. 

In both cases you’ll be asked to give a brief description 
of the issue and complete a few more steps. 

How to report a video 

 Find the video you want to report in the feed or 
on the user’s profile. 

 Click the arrow-shaped ‘Share’ button on the right-
hand side and select the flag-shaped ‘Report’ 
icon from the menu. 

Give a brief description of how the video was 
inappropriate and follow the steps. 

Social media can be a powerful tool to expand your 
knowledge, learn new skills and keep your connections 
with others strong. But there are risks involved.  

Be aware, be secure and stay safe. 

 

health@seafordhead.org 

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-gb/tiktok-parental-guide
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-gb/tiktok-parental-guide
mailto:health@seafordhead.org

