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Dear Parents and Carer 
 
Regarding: calculated grades 
 
I recognise that we are living through an ever changing period and we are all trying to 
find our way through the unsettling circumstances that we currently find ourselves in.  
This email is being sent with best wishes and positivity to you and your families.   
Included through the link below is the latest advice from the Education Department 
regarding what will happen to award you child’s ‘Calculated Grades’.  Many of the 
questions you have may be answered below.   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-
as-and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-
2020 
 
A few important points are: 

 We do not know yet whether or not coursework/NEA aspects of the course will 
count towards the final grade so the advice from us continues to be that 
outstanding coursework / NEA, which can continue at home should be completed 
as normal.  Subject teachers are communicating with students about this. 

 Students will not simply be awarded the grade that teachers predict for them.  The 
exam boards are formulating an algorithm that will calculate their grades based on 
many pieces of data, including prior attainment, mocks, assessed work to date etc 
and this will be standardised across all centres. 

 If students don’t agree with their ‘Calculated’ grade, there will be the opportunity to 
sit an exam in the autumn or retake next summer.  Arrangements for this aren’t 
clear yet and, again, we do not know whether this will include the coursework or 
NEA aspect of the qualification. 

 Continuing to complete courses independently, if students haven’t already done 
so, could have a positive influence on the predicted grade that teachers decide 
on.  Students should continue to communicate with their teachers and ask for 
advice if needed.  Students should consider their specific situation - Do they think 
they may want to sit the exam next year?  Would continuing with studies help with 
their transition to post 16 or 18 options?   
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We would like to make explicit the point that students and parents should not contact 
teachers to ask what grades are being predicted or make any suggestions regarding the 
predicted grade. When we have guidance from the exam boards, there will be clear 
instruction about how we arrive at predictions and this will be conducted in a fair and 
professional way. 
 
As soon as we hear more news we will let you know.  The link below takes you to the DfE 
guidance;  
 
If you have any difficulty accessing this website we can provide you with a hard copy. 
Please read this information very carefully and, as ever, do not hesitate to get in touch if 
you have further questions.  Mrs Mathew, our Assistant Head teacher in charge of Key 
Stage 4, (jenniemathew@seafordhead.org) will be available to respond to questions 
regarding Year 11 and Mr Handy, our Assistant Head teacher in charge of Key Stage 5, 
(roberthandy@seafordhead.org) is supporting our Year 13s. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to reassure all our parents and carers of students at 
Seaford Head School that even during these unsettling times we are in a very secure 
position. We are an outstanding school with an excellent track record of examination 
success. Our students work consistently hard throughout their time at the school and are 
taught by an exceptional group of staff. Students are also well supported by an 
outstanding pastoral team and receive excellent support from their families; the home – 
school partnership is extremely strong. The method for calculating individual grades will 
take all these factors into account. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr R Ellis 
Headteacher  
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