
25 January 2019: Term 3: Week 3 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 

Thank you to all parents and carers of our Year 8 
students who attended the PCE event last week.  It was 
really well attended and we received some excellent 
feedback through the surveys, which we will be sharing 
in due course.  With just a couple of weeks until parents and carers are 
back in school for the Options Evening, this will be an ideal time to 
discuss our students’ progress. It’s vital that they make well informed 
choices when it comes to their options and pursue the subjects in which 
they achieve and that they enjoy.  

I am writing my contribution to this week’s newsletter, just before we 
welcome visitors onto the Steyne site for our Annual Castle and Trench 
Exhibition.  Our students work really hard on their designs for this project 
and I am always really impressed by their historically accurate creations.  
Well done to all those taking part; it’s always extremely difficult for the 
History department to select a winner. 

The tickets are now on sale at our Arundel and Steyne sites for the 
whole school production of ‘Annie’ and they will be selling like the 
proverbial hot cakes.  I have made sure that I have secured my tickets 
and I am really looking forward to, what I am sure will be, a spectacular 
event.  The performances will be taking place on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday—13, 14 and 15 February.  

For all school trips and events, we are very keen for parents/carers to go 
‘cashless’ and make use of the Wisepay facility.  Unfortunately, due to 
the need to assign seats at the point of payment, we will not be using 
Wisepay for our performance of ‘Annie’ but the finance team are 
working hard to ensure that this method of payment will be available for 
productions in the future.  

In our staff meetings over the next couple of weeks, we are discussing 
the values that underpin the delivery of education at Seaford Head 
School and also sharing the vision for what the school should look like 
in ten year’s time.  I am very clear about my values and I have a strong 
view about the outstanding provision I expect to be further developed at 
the school; where staff, students and their families feel privileged to be a 
part of the community.  It’s very important that these guiding principles 
are not only shared with all stakeholders but that parents and carers 
have the opportunity to contribute to this long term vision.  The ‘vision for 
Seaford Head School’ will be a focus for my next two termly coffee 
mornings and the PTA will also be discussing this at their regular 
meetings.  With the school’s eightieth birthday celebrations taking place 
this year, it’s an ideal time for all members of the Seaford community to 
consider how they would like the school develop over the course of the 
next eighty years. 

Headteacher's Star of the Week 

Elena Basarabeanu: Nightingale House - Can Do Attitude  

In order to further motivate our group of Year 8 students, 
Mr Purdey has been developing an effort grading system 
that is applied across every subject area.  Of the two 
hundred and forty students in Year 8, Elena has secured 
the highest average effort grade at a staggering  9.58.  
This shows that she is making an outstanding effort 
across all subjects and is determined to achieve to the 

highest possible level.  She has also established a ‘perfect’ record of 
attendance and punctuality in Year 8 and is on her way to securing 
more than one hundred achievement points since the start of the 
academic year.  Mr Purdey described Elena as “an absolute superstar; 
she is hard-working, pleasant and has a really great attitude to school 
and life in general.”  She can feel extremely proud of the fact that her 
efforts are being recognised by so many members of staff across the 
school.  Elena is setting an excellent example to her peers in Year 8 and 
she can feel extremely confident about her future progress as she 
approaches the start of her GCSE courses. 

Year 

Group 
Name Reason 

Year 7 Daniel Parsons-Hall 
For kindness to others and excellent 
attitude in Art!  

Year 8 Jack Bassett 
For top marks on his hazards 
assessment! 

Year 9 Megan Curren  
For being selected for U15’s 
international football trials for Wales! 

Year 10 Joe Callard 

For qualifying and representing for the 
next round of Sussex school’s cross 
country! 

Year 11 To be confirmed  

Director of Learning Stars of the Week  

Word of the Week: 
Key Stage 3 Word of the Week::  

Elegant: graceful, dignified in appearance/

behaviour 

Key Stage 4 Word of the Week:  

Agog, Adjective: highly excited 

Friday 1 February 
European Day of 

Languages 

Steyne Road Site 

All Day 

Wednesday 6 

February  

Year 11 whole year 

photograph 
Arundel  Road Site 

Thursday  7 February  
Year 8  Options 

Evening 

Arundel Road Site 

6pm-8pm 

Diary Dates 



House Certificate Winners!!  
Congratulations to the following students who have received their Bronze 
House Certificates for achieving 75 positive house points!!  James King, 
Flynn Edwards-Price, Izzy Blay 

 

Corelli Ensemble Concert 

The Corelli Ensemble’s first concert of 2019 will be on Sunday 27 January 
at 4.00pm at The Seaford Baptist Church, Belgrave Road, Seaford BN25 
2EE.  The programme ‘Music of England’ has something for everyone, 
from beautiful Baroque masterpieces by Handel and Boyce, to Paul 
Lewis’ romantic ‘Rosa Mundi’, Warlock’s fabulous folk inspired Capriol 
Suite, and Vaughan Williams eternal favourite ‘The Lark Ascending’, 
performed by the Corelli Ensemble’s Musical Director, Maeve Jenkinson. 

The concert will last an hour, followed by refreshments and an 
opportunity to meet the players and other audience members.  Banish 
the winter blues and dream of an English summer, with the beauty of 
live, classical music performed by the Corelli Ensemble. 

Tickets can be purchased at the special price of £10.00 through Seaford 
Tourist Information Centre or pre-reserved through our 
website corelliensemble.co.uk. 

Tickets are also available on the door for £12.00. Children free. 

 

UCAS Update [Year 13] 

Now that the 15 January deadline has passed, universities are 
beginning to make offers to our students for places on their competitive 
degree courses.  This year, we have seen a large number of applications 
being sent off for a variety of courses: from Medicine to English 
Language, Law to Yacht Design and Management.  We have also seen 
a number of students apply for the Russell Group universities (Exeter, 
Durham, Birmingham), as well as being successful in securing offers 
from Oxford University and highly competitive courses in Medicine and 
Veterinary Nursing.  Not only is this a fantastic achievement for the sixth 
form and the hard work of the Year 13 tutor team and staff, but an 
absolute testament to the hard work, resilience and efforts of the 
students themselves.  We are certainly very proud of our students and 
always excited to see and hear what they are up to once they have 
completed their studies with us at Seaford Head. School.  We wish the 
Year 13s the very best with the upcoming year! 

  

Year Group Attendance Weeks 1-17: 4 September—18 January 2019  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

97.1% 96.0% 95.1% 95.1% 95.0% 94.5% 94.6% 

95.7% Overall Average Year 7-11 

Attendance   
Our Attendance Target for Years 7 to 11 has been set at 97%. 

Teachers and members of the support staff work hard to encourage 
students and their families to achieve the 97% target and we reward 
students for 100% attendance on a weekly and termly basis.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Absence Line  

If your child is absent, please ensure that you phone the absence line on 

01323-872728 by 9.00am, as this will avoid receiving an unnecessary 

call from our Absence Officer. 

Year 7  PCE Thursday  21 March 2019 Arundel Site:       4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 9 PCE Thursday 2 May 2019 Arundel Site:             4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 11 PCE Thursday 28 February 2019 Arundel Site:     4.30pm-7.30pm 

Year 13 PCE Thursday 4 April 2019 S6H Centre:              4.30pm-6.00pm 

Parents/Carers Consultation Evenings 2018-2019 

House  Points  

Churchill House 8281 

Mandela House 8537 

Nightingale House 8950 

Rowling House 8289 

http://corelliensemble.co.uk/



