
17 July 2020 Term 6: Week 6 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
Headteachers Stars of the week  

I can’t believe how quickly time has passed since we 
went into lockdown on the 23rd March and that there 
are now only 3 school days left until the official last 
day of term. I sincerely hope that all members of our 
community have the opportunity to spend some 
quality time with their loved ones as we hopefully 
return to something like normality. I would like to thank everyone in the 
community for coming together in support of each other through this 
period. The acts of genuine kindness have helped everyone get through; 
every week our team of staff on Steyne Road site have been inundated 
with cakes, chocolates and other tasty treats from parents/ carers of our 
key worker children. It is an overused expression but these really are 
unprecedented times and the values of kindness, respect and decency 
that the school community is committed to have never been more 
important.  

For the last 3 days of terms our students are being asked to RAG their 
performance across all their subject areas. This will enable them to 
consolidate their learning and focus on key areas in preparation for their 
return in September; students attending the summer sessions will be able 
to address some of these “gaps” when they are in school. The Microsoft 
office form for the summer sessions was circulated on Monday and 
parents must book a place for their children by the 17th July. We cannot 
accept students into school who have not pre – booked these sessions.  

Sadly, it is the time of year when we say goodbye to colleagues who are 
moving on to new challenges. Mr Stitson is relocating for a promoted 
position to a school in Kent. Mr Stitson’s inspirational teaching and 
passion for science will be sorely missed. We also say goodbye to Mrs 
James who has also taken on a promoted position at an Eastbourne 
School. Mrs James’s unstinting commitment to the school and our 
students is well known. Her response to the lockdown has been typical; 
she has been in school completing attendance returns and making sure 
that our students are allocated their own work stations every single day 
(including “bank holidays”). We wish both Mrs James and Mr Stitson all 
the very best for the future. We are also saying goodbye to Miss Starkins 
who has been an outstanding Director of Learning and Head of 
Department. Miss Starkins has also secured a promoted position and will 
be starting in a senior leadership role from September. 

We are also saying a temporary goodbye to colleagues who are going 
on maternity leave. Since the start of lockdown Ms Wells, Ms Smith and  
Ms Muir have started, or are about to start their maternity leave. We are all 
looking forward to welcoming their new arrivals in to the Seaford Head 
community in the near future. 

This is the last newsletter of the academic year but I will be sending out a 
whole school communication next week to outline the provision we will 
be making to start the new academic year.  This will include a link to the 
whole school risk assessment that will be in operation for the full school 
re - opening in September. You will receive another letter in the last week 

of the holiday with more precise information regarding the start of term 
and a copy of your child’s timetable. We can’t wait to welcome all our 
students back to school. The first day of term for students is September the 
7th. We would like to see Years 7 and 9 arrive at school at the usual time 
of 8.40. for a brief induction session. Students in Years 8, 10 and 11 
should arrive in school in time to start period 3 at 11.30.  

Head teacher’s stars of the week: 

Cerys Dixon, Megan Curran, Sophie Coveney, Rio Connelly, Louie 

Clemente, Olivia Clarke, Emily Bunn, Amelia Bull, Thomas Brown, Harry 

Brown and Patrick Brackenridge – the working hard key. 

Students (and parents/ carers) from Years 6, 8, 10 and 12.  

This is my final chance to recognize the efforts of all our year 10 students 
who were nominated for going “above and beyond” across all subject 
areas earlier in the term. I also want to recognize the efforts of all the 
students who have been accessing on site provision this term. When we 
started increasing on – site provision there was a suggestion that 
students would be reluctant to attend. Whether it’s Year 10 studying their 
options, Year 12s sitting their exams or Year 6 and 8 students being 
inducted into new surroundings, all our students have responded 
positively and shown a real determination to engage. There has also 
been a great deal of doom and gloom in the media about the need for 
“catch – up” in September and how some cohorts will be disadvantaged. 
This is not something I recognize; the students I see on site and those 
working remotely are determined to return in September in the best 
possible place. I would like to congratulate them for the positive attitude 
they have displayed and also thank our fantastic staff who have provided 
such excellent support. I would also like to thank parents/ carers for the 
vitally important role that you have played. You have supported your 
children and the school at every step of the way. They can return to school 
in September feeling excited and confident about the year ahead. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

House update 
 

8 Bit Arthouse Competition  

 

Workinf from home Superstars! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An example of some brilliant Year 7 French work on the theme of 
creating and writing their own fashion magazine in French. Daisy Jenner 
– year 7 – on the Jenners!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A lovely example of creative 
work by Mollie Garman Y7 
looking at clothing in French 
and then describing what her 
favourite actor wears  
 



Year 7&8 newsletter

By Jessica Moore, Jessica Mathews and Mary Hilden-Cull



Current news 

Hi everyone, welcome back to current news.

Coronavirus:

There was been a few changes throughout last week but we didn’t include them in as 

we had already written last week's newsletter so I will explain and tell you what has 

been happening. 

As you know sadly lots of  people have lost many of  their loved ones but on 

Monday 22nd June there was only 15 deaths still a lot but not as many people died. 

During the week it went right back up again.

The government has made a few changes to lockdown rules here is what has been 

changed but it will change



More current news
from the 4th of  July

• You can now on holiday to campsites

• Outdoor gyms have opened but ONLY outdoor ones.

• Up to 30 people can attend weddings.

• Social distancing can now be 1+ meter but if  you CAN do two meters do two 

meters.

• Hairdressers and barbers can re-open

• Outdoor playgrounds can be used

What hasn’t changed:

You can’t hug the ones you love yet

Theatres and concert halls can open but can’t stage any live performances.

Night clubs, indoor gyms and beauty salons MUST remain shut



Even more current news
Domestic Abuse:

As you know Domestic abuse has been recognized more now that everyone has 

been shut in together. So PLEASE if  you need help to get through this domestic 

abuse then can you call this number: 0808 2000 247

Test and Trace:

If  you have been in contact with someone that has had Covid – 19 then they will 

get in touch with you and tell you to isolate yourself  for 14 days please do it to help 

you, your family and your community.

If  you go into a pub or a restaurant then then they will ask your name age and 

address so if  someone that came in on the same day as you came down with Covid

then you will get a call or text through saying that you will need to isolate yourself

Mary Hilden – Cull                P.S. come back next week for more.



Positivity and calming

Positive quote: challenges are what make life interesting and overcoming them is 

what makes life meaningful – Joshua j. marine  

Can being positive change your life?

The power of  positive thinking is remarkable. In fact, the idea that your mind can 

change your world almost seems too good to be true. ... Healthy, happy people 

think about what they want, and how to get it, most of  the time. In this way 

developing a positive attitude can truly change your entire life.

How attitude can change your life?

A positive attitude helps you cope more easily with the daily affairs of  life. It 

brings optimism into your life, and makes it easier to avoid worries and negative 

thinking. If  you adopt it as a way of  life, it would bring constructive changes into 

your life, and makes them happier, brighter and more successful. Jessica Matthews



This week, we have interviewed one of  our teachers, Mr Pettinato! We asked him a few questions about 

lockdown and school so take a look at the responses we received below: 

1. What have you been doing to keep positive and motivated? 

During this challenging time, I tried to be as consistent as possible with all my daily habits, waking up early, 

eating healthily, maintaining a good work/private life balance and training.

2. Have you learnt anything from your experiences during lockdown? 

Beyond learning, I re-discovered the importance of  being flexible and accepting changes as opportunities 

and not as obstacles.

3. Do you have a famous or favourite quote that you would like to share with us? 

Todos lo que puedas imaginar es real. (Pablo Neruda)

(Everything you can imagine is real.)



4. Would you like to say anything to the Year 7’s or 8’s about what is going on at school? 

I am amazed by the level of  commitment that KS3 has shown during this period and I am proud to be part of  this 

school community. Of  course, as in life in general, there is always room for improvement but I am sure that Y7 and 

Y8 students will continue to surprise.

5. What book have you been reading? 

The last book I read is “The Art of  Happiness” by HH Dalai Lama & Howard C. Cutler ( An intriguing encounter 

between East and West).

6. How do you see school life in September? 

I envisage we will all have to play important roles. There will, of  course, be work to be done, but I am sure that 

everyone will utilise experiences from recent events to embrace this new beginning.

Thank you very much Mr Pettinato! I am sure everyone reading this really enjoyed it just like I did. 



There were no further questions this week but 

if  anyone would like something answered, then 

please do not hesitate to email one of  us: 

moorej1@seafordhead.org

matthewsj@seafordhead.org 

hildencullm@seafordhead.org
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