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Dear Parents/ Carers of students in Year 10 
 
I hope that you are all keeping safe and well through these unsettling times. I apologise for 
contacting you outside of the school’s usual means of communication but it is important that I 
update you on matters that relate specifically to our Year 10 students during this period of 
enforced school closure. 
 
I am sure that you have seen the speculation in various media outlets regarding a possible 
phased return for students in Year 10 in a few weeks’ time. I would like to reassure you that 
although we are desperate for all our students to return to school, we will not be undertaking a 
return to school for large numbers until it is safe to do so and this is confirmed by precise 
scientific advice. I would also like to reassure you that when the school does re open, the 
provision for Year 10 students will be given absolute priority over all other year groups. With just 
12 months until their GCSEs are due to begin, we will ensure that our year 10 students receive all 
the support that they need to achieve the academic success they so richly deserve.  
 
I would like to congratulate our Year 10s for the conscientious manner in which they have 
responded to the challenge of remote learning. I have been inundated from teaching staff who 
are keen to recognize their efforts by nominating Year 10 students as our “stars of the week”. 
Please click on the link for our latest newsletter. I have been particularly impressed by those 
individuals who have clearly taken the time to reflect on what they want to achieve at school and 
have taken this opportunity of enforced closure to make a “fresh start” in terms of their studies 
and have transformed the way they respond to academic tasks. 
 
A small number of students have found remote learning more challenging and, without the 
familiar structure of support in place, have expressed the concern that they can feel 
“overwhelmed” by the work being set. I would like to reassure all our students that we are still 
here for you and we will organize support for those who need it. Ms Wild is available (remotely) to 
respond to any concerns that parents/ carers may have and Mr Waite will follow up on any 
queries regarding teaching and learning. In his communication earlier this week, Mr Waite 
explained how week 3 of this term will be used as a consolidation week, with no “new” work being 
set; providing students with the opportunity to revisit and revise key learning points. He also 
signposted the wealth of materials available through the BBC and Oak National Academy 
websites to students who want to undertake additional research. Past examination papers and 
exemplar materials are also available through the examination boards’ websites.  
 
As well as preparing for the main exam season scheduled for the summer of 2021, our Year 10 
students were expecting to complete their RS GCSE and their PE BTEC before the end of Year 
10. The guidance for current Year 11s is clear as the government has stated their results will be 
based on “calculated grades”. The situation for our Year 10 students however is less 
straightforward and at the moment Ofqual, (The Office of Qualifications and Examinations 
Regulation) has stated that year 10 examinations will need to take place in the Autumn 2020 or 
the following summer of 2021. Following concerns raised by school leaders however, Ofqual are 
currently consulting on whether teacher predictions should also be used for Year 10 students who 
were scheduled to sit exams this summer. We will let you know as soon as the result of this 
consultation has been shared with schools. At present, we would suggest that children continue 
to revise for RS and complete any outstanding coursework that they can for BTEC PE so that if 
the Autumn exam date is confirmed they are fully prepared.  
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Students should also be prioritising the subjects that they are considering studying at A Level and 
will support their progression into Key Stage 5. 
 
The latest update from Ofqual can be found here.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/exceptional-arrangements-for-exam-grading-and-
assessment-in-2020 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fil
e/879627/Exceptional_arrangements_for_exam_grading_and_assessment_in_2020.pdf 
 
 As well as commending our students for their efforts, I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank our fantastic staff who are working so hard to ensure that students are being set high 
quality work and receiving detailed feedback that will help them deepen their understanding. Our 
Year 10 students can reassure themselves that even though these are extremely unusual times, 
that through working conscientiously and methodically and, thanks to the excellent support that 
they are receiving from home and school, they will be successful in next summer’s exams. 
We are all looking forward to welcoming our Year 10 students back into school at the earliest 
opportunity; and we are still here for them throughout this period of enforced closure. Please take 
care and keep safe. 
 
Our latest newsletter can be found on the following link 
 
https://www.seafordhead.org/bulletin 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr R Ellis 
Headteacher 
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