
26 March 2021  Term 4 Week 5 

Weekly Message from the Headteacher: Mr Ellis 
We are all aware that the GCSE and A-Level Examinations 
were cancelled for this this year and have been replaced 
with in-class assessments.  The fact that some BTEC 
examinations continued to be held received less media 
coverage and a number of our students sat these exams 
at the height of lockdown restrictions in January and 
February.  They are just one component of the BTEC 
courses and the results that we received last week are absolutely stunning, 
giving our students a fantastic foundation for the remainder of their 
assessments.  These results highlight how hard our students work and the 
exceptional support that they receive from our staff.  

It seems unbelievable that there are just four more school days until the 
end of term.  The students have settled back into school routines 
fantastically well and the sense of focus and purpose in lessons is 
palpable.   A group of Year 11 students confessed to me, earlier this week, 
that they were feeling “extremely tired”; the holiday will provide the perfect 
opportunity to recharge their batteries and hopefully socialise with small 
numbers of friends and family, [if the rule of six is reintroduced on 29 

March]. 

The focus, since we returned, has been on supporting our students with 
reconnection.  After Easter, we will move to encouraging and challenging 
them to accelerate their progress.  School should feel more normal with the 
extra–curricular programme being reintroduced and scheduled 
assessments taking place.  The zoning and system of controls will be 
maintained right up until the end of the academic year, when we move to 
the new timetable in July. 

I am writing this newsletter just before the Year 7 PCE.  I am looking forward 
to ‘meeting’ the parents and carers of our students in Year 7 and relaying 
how proud they should be of the way in which they have managed this 
year.  They have had a transition to secondary school like no other and 
have managed it brilliantly.  When our ‘new’ Year 7s arrive in July, this 
cohort will be able to act as perfect role models, as they step up to become 
the most senior students on the Steyne Road site. 

Following the success of the asymptomatic testing programme on the return 
to school, it is vital for students to keep testing at home throughout the 
Easter holidays and into the summer term.  The next batch of home test kits 
have arrived in school and will be distributed before the break.  Students 
should continue to: test twice a week at home from now on [all those who 

are able to]; report results online as positive, negative or void.  This 
information is critical in helping PHE to understand the prevalence of the 
virus across the country; continue to test twice weekly over the Easter 
holidays; test before returning to school for the summer term, either the 
night before, or morning of, the first day back, to find and isolate any 
positive cases.  Families and households can also access home test kits for 
adults through this link.  

Looking further ahead, it is important, that as a school community, we learn 
lessons from the past twelve months.   It’s apparent that there would be 
considerable support for maintaining the ‘remote’ version of PCEs and we 
will continue to engage with parents to ascertain how this model could be 

further developed.  At the start of lockdown, we removed tutor sessions from 
some years to enable us to ‘stagger’ the start to the day for the different 
year groups.  This is an obvious example of how we prioritised safety but 
the return to school has highlighted how important pastoral support is for 
our students.  With this in mind, we will introduce an extended weekly tutor 
session for all year groups, when we move to the new academic timetable 
in July.  The weekly session means that there will be no split groups and 
tutors will be able to stay with their students, as they move through the 
school.  On Mondays, school will end at the slightly later time of 3.25pm, 
whilst on the other days school will finish at 2.50pm for all students.  The 
Parent Council discussed this at its February meeting and agreed that the 
increased tutor contact would be an integral part of the school’s ‘covid–
recovery’ strategy.  If you have any feedback regarding these changes, 
please do get in touch.  We will send reminders nearer the time.  

Headteacher’s Stars of the Week:  

Max Bushell: Nightingale House   /   Eden Young:  Nightingale House - 

Working Hard Key 

I wanted to recognise the efforts of some of our students who 
sat their BTEC examinationss earlier this year, at the start of the 
January lockdown.  There was considerable confusion over 
whether these examinations could even be held and our 
students displayed admirable resilience in dealing with such 
challenges.  Eden and Max sat the BTEC Music examination 
and secured grades, at Distinction level, for this component. 
This reflects their excellent performance on the day and their 
impressive attendance and engagement throughout the 
course.  Mr Faulkner commented, “On a daily basis they are 
making the positive choices that will result in them achieving 
top grades.”  Well done to Max, Eden and all our other 
students who performed so well in their BTEC examinations.  

End of Term 4 Thursday 1 April 2021 Easter Break 

Start of Term  5 Monday 19 April 2021 

Year 7 8.40am 

Year 8 9.00am 

Year 10 9.00am 

Year 11 8.40am 

Diary Dates  

Year  Name Reason 

7 Martha McDonald 
For excellent engagement and participation 

in Maths! 

8 Noah Hoch 
For continual persistence, diligence and 

outstanding work in English! 

9 Daniel Lakatos 
For working extremely hard and showing 

OUTSTANDING commitment to learning! 

10 Alice Granea For a huge amount of progress in Maths! 

11 Ruth Evans-Dickinson For working SO hard and making a really 

Director of Learning Stars of the Week!  

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
http://www.gov.uk/school-household-testing?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
http://www.gov.uk/school-household-testing?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 




