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Working Together for Children and Families 

in Seaford 

Welcome to the third edition of the Seaford Schools’ 
Christmas Newsletter.  It provides the perfect opportunity 
for us to celebrate our children’s achievements and 
highlight how we work in collaboration to deliver the best 
possible educational provision for the young people of 
Seaford. 
 
Our four Primary schools work together with other 
agencies, such as the Sussex Wildlife Trust, to deliver a 
curriculum that is unique to Seaford.  Staff across all five 
schools in the town work tirelessly to provide extra-
curricular opportunities that enrich and enhance our 
children’s education.  We want to ensure that their school 
days are packed with memorable experiences and rich 
learning opportunities.  The geography of the town 
provides all stakeholder groups with a unique opportunity 
to work collaboratively to deliver a truly exceptional 
education.  We are extremely grateful for the support that 
we receive from our students’ parents and carers and 
welcome the feedback they provide through the schools’ 
PTAs and Parent Council groups.  If you have any 
suggestions regarding how we can further develop our 
provision, for any age group from 4 to 18, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us.  Wishing all members of our 
community a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Paul Gallagher (Annecy), Chris Davey (Seaford Primary), 
Andrea Keith (Cradle Hill), Robin Tollyfield (Chyngton) 
and Bob Ellis (Seaford Head). 

2019 

 

What a fantastic year! 

We cannot believe how quickly the year 

has passed.  Annecy joined the Bosco 

Trust in February 2019, Mr Gallagher 

was made permanent Headteacher in 

March 2019, we had positive progress in our academic 

results this year with 71% of Key Stage 2 students 

achieving the expected standard or better in Reading, 

Writing and Mathematics combined and our phonics 

results rose by 32%!   We also saw an increase in the 

number of children achieving expected levels at the 

end of Key Stage 1 and Early Years...and we are due to 

start building work on a £300,000 bespoke Early Years 

provision that will give our children an even better 

start.  (Due to open in May 2020, this building will be 

dedicated to the memory of Elin Waite).  

 

Our academic achievements are something we are 

very proud of, but they are not the be all and end all 

for us here at Annecy. We consider the social, moral 

and spiritual development of the children to be just as 

important.  We have created a community where ALL 

can succeed, not just some or many. 

The past year has seen Annecy develop a number of 

enrichment activities and adaptations to the 

curriculum, which have formed a broad and balanced 

curriculum; opportunities for our children to become 

well-rounded citizens, having been introduced to the 

best that has been thought and said, helping them to 

engender an appreciation of human creativity and 

achievement. 

 



 

 

Annecy has launched Forest School to enhance its 

appreciation for the environment and how we, as 

responsible citizens, have a responsibility to care for 

our environment.  Our Big Band Project, through 

which children get to learn one of five instruments, 

(clarinet, trombone, trumpet, baritone and drums), 

sees sixty children across Years 3, 4 and 5 come 

together to create a piece of music that culminates 

with a concert at the Congress in Eastbourne: 

something we are very much looking forward to. 

As our Autumn term draws to a close and the 

Christmas holidays fast approach, we have been 

entertained by one of the funniest EYFS/KS1 nativity 

performances we have seen for a very long time.  Our 

school choir visited some local retirement homes and 

took part in the Mayor’s Carol Concert.  What a wealth 

of talent we have in Seaford! 

The festive season is in full swing and we hope to cap 

it all off on Friday 20 December at 10.00am with our 

KS2 Carol Concert at St Thomas More Church.  We 

would like to extend a warm welcome to those of you 

that can make it and wish our school family and wider 

community a very Merry Christmas and Happy and 

Healthy New Year. 

Cradle Hill Community Primary seems to 

always be an exciting and busy place to be 

and this term has definitely been no 

exception.  In September we celebrated 

children completing our Summer Reading 

Challenge, one of the ways in which we are 

encouraging all our children to read more for pleasure.  

Children across the school had read a large number of 

books over the summer holidays and they all recorded 

their reading in unusual ways.  Between them they 

produced some amazing scrap-books, reading records, 

files, PowerPoints and even a 3D tree to celebrate their 

reading.  They were delighted to receive certificates 

and vouchers, presented by the Mayor for this 

achievement.  

 

Our children are determined to make the world a 

kinder place and several events this term have involved 

them raising money and supporting those less 

fortunate.  We have held a Macmillan Coffee Morning, 

Children In Need Bake Sale, collected for the local food 

bank and our School Council is determined to organise 

a table top charity sale next!  

At the start of this academic year our Gardening Club 

came back to school to discover that they had achieved 

best in show for their bug houses at the Seaford and 

District Horticultural Society.  Our Eco-Club is also 

celebrating this term with the news that the school has 

become an official Green Flag Eco School and we have 

been given a National Award for Healthy Living!  A 

small group of our very excited children are collecting 

the award from Steve Backshall at a ceremony in 

Manchester.  We are so fortunate to have children who 

truly care about the world in which we live and want to 

make it a better place for the next generation.  This is 

definitely something to celebrate! 

Christmas in a school is a truly exciting place to be and I 

know that watching our Reception children perform 

their Nativity this term has been one of my highlights 

this year.  Watching such young children sing, dance 

and act is simply a delight and I do not think it is  

possible to watch them without a wide smile and 

several giggles! 

Cradle Hill Community Primary School  



We were pleased to celebrate lots of good academic 

results for our children back in the summer, as well as 

some sporting victories.  We have also recently enjoyed a 

wonderful performance at ‘The Big Sing’ and one of the 

most successful Christmas Fayres we have ever had! Next 

week we look forward to the traditional Key Stage 1 

Christmas Nativity, a lower junior concert and a new 

drama performance from the older children, before 

having a well-earned Christmas break. 

Merry Christmas from all at Chyngton!  

 As ever, our choir is particularly busy at this time of 

year with carolling at local nursing homes and the 

Mayor’s Christmas Carol Service amongst a wide range 

of events. 

Finally, and most importantly, we would like to wish all 

Seaford community a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

Chyngton Primary School 

At Chyngton School we have been 

working hard on refreshing our school 

curriculum and working in partnership 

with other schools in Seaford to do so. 

We have given our curriculum a greater sense of 

purpose by getting the children engaged with big ideas 

and key questions, such as ‘Is the earth unique?’, ‘How 

do explorers show resilience?’ and ‘How does conflict 

affect childhood?’. We have been really impressed by 

how well our children have been able to discuss these 

big ideas, forming opinions and gaining understanding 

of real issues in the real world. 

We have also changed the way in which we teach 

mathematics.  Children are now being encouraged to 

show a new depth of understanding, by writing 

sentences to explain their mathematical thinking, 

drawing pictures that prove their mathematics learning 

and even using equipment to show it, no matter what 

age they are!  It’s great to see some of our Year 6 

children working with different colour cubes to 

illustrate a fraction in three different ways.  It’s harder 

than you think! 

  

Seaford Primary School  

It has been another very busy term at 

Seaford Primary School and all the 

children have been taking part in a variety 

of exciting Learning Adventures, covering 

a diverse range of topics from World War 

2 to the Romans, Shakespeare to Outer Space and 

Smugglers to Explorers!   All the children across the 

school recently took part in a fantastic whole school 

Mathematics Week.  The children looked at how 

important Mathematics is in our everyday lives and 

spent the week exploring a range of Mathematics 

related learning.   In particular, we explored 

Mathematics through Art and the children produced an 

amazing array of mathematical art, exploring aspects 

such as pattern, symmetry and tessellation.  The week 

ended with a very special celebration involving the 

children and adults dressing up as Maths Super Heroes 

and Times Table Rockstars!   A special Rock Concert 

Assembly was held with the children sharing their 

learning from the week, as well as belting out some 

classic rock songs from Queen and Bon Jovi, alongside a 

‘never to be forgotten’ air guitar competition which 

included some of the teachers!  A fantastic week was 

enjoyed by everyone. 

This term the children have been supporting a variety 

of charity events.  In October they took part in a whole-

school Sponsored Aerobics session which raised a 

fantastic £1,550.54 for the NSPCC.   We supported 

Children In Need in November, raising £332, and in 

December the children will be enjoying a festive Non-

Uniform Day to raise money for SANDS and St Wilfrid’s 

Hospice. 



As we approach Christmas, our children are looking 

forward to sharing their plays and concerts with 

family and friends and our choirs are, once again, 

entertaining people across our local community.  Life 

is certainly always busy at Seaford Primary School.  

We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and Happy 

New Year! 

Seaford Head: Achieving Excellence Together  

We have enjoyed a fantastic 2019 and 

the start of a new year is the perfect 

time to reflect on some of our 

achievements over the last twelve months; there has 

been so much to celebrate at Seaford Head School this 

year. 

It is not just our students’ academic achievements that 

are so impressive, the excellent enrichment and extra–

curricular provision at the school enables our young 

people to thrive across a range of areas.  As always, our 

Performing Arts students have continued to dazzle 

everyone with the quality of their performances.  The 

whole school musical, ‘Annie’ was a triumph and the 

anticipation regarding the production of ‘Hairspray’ is 

growing.  Our musicians enjoyed another European tour 

during the summer holidays and the feedback I 

received from audience members, who were fortunate 

enough to see our students perform in Spain, was 

amazing.  I am writing my contribution to this 

newsletter just before our Christmas Showcase takes 

place at the school on 18 December, and I am looking 

forward to another event that celebrates the fantastic 

talent we have at the school. Mr Faulkner and the team 

provide our students with so many opportunities to 

develop and demonstrate their skills. 

 

It wasn’t just our musicians experiencing foreign climes 

during the summer holidays, as our students involved 

in the world challenge expedition had the good fortune 

to visit Costa Rica where, among other activities, they 

were involved in helping to save the local turtle 

population.  This year’s ‘Challengers’ are preparing for 

the trip of a lifetime to the rainforests of Borneo.  

Closer to home, over fifty of our Year 9 students have 

signed up for the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme to 

start their Bronze Award.  This is a fantastic programme 

and I am looking forward to this group progressing onto 

the Silver and Gold Awards. 

 

In sport, Ella McCaughan deservedly won the school’s 

Sports Personality of the Year Award in recognition of 

her cricketing exploits, whilst James Godden won the 

Michelle Boby award for his weightlifting 

achievements, in addition to his fund raising efforts for 

charity.  Our four finalists in the sports personality of 

the year have all received national or international 

recognition for their achievements.  These individual 

successes followed fabulous team achievements in 

netball, football and athletics. 

 

Last April we hosted a lovely party in celebration of the 

school’s 80th birthday which provided the opportunity 

to rekindle old friendships, as well as starting new ones.  

This event saw the launch of our Alumni Network which 

will enable former staff and students from the school to 

keep in touch and provide support and inspiration to 

the young people currently at the school.  We are 

extremely fortunate to receive such fantastic support 

from a range of groups, as well as parents, carers and 

families in support our students.  The whole of the 

Seaford community is involved in developing the 

educational provision we offer at the school.  Merry 

Christmas and best wishes for 2020. 


